
The classification of 
Legend in The Sport 

Australia Hall of 
Fame is bestowed on 
those Members who 

have distinguished 
themselves at the very 

highest level in sport and 
in doing so have offered 
inspiration and example 

to Australians.

At the 2007 Annual Dinner we honoured 
Greg Norman as the twenty seventh 
Legend of Australian sport, joining our 
unique gallery of champions.

By any measure Greg Norman is one of the 
giants of world golf.

He has matched it with the world’s best over 
three decades, but his domination is perhaps 
best revealed by this statistic: From 1986 to 
1997 he finished the year ranked No.1 seven 
times and was runner up three times. Few 
athletes have demonstrated such mastery of 
their sport over such a prolonged period. 

Greg Norman on a golf course, with his steely 
gaze, his shock of blonde hair and Aussie hat 
has always been pure theatre – he is arguably 
the world’s most instantly recognisable Aussie 
– but his achievements off the course have 
also been remarkable.

He is a true Legend.
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The 2007 Dinner  

and Induction Ceremony 

was celebrated in grand 

style once again at  

Crown Entertainment 

Complex, Melbourne

But this year, we  

took the event to the  

next level with a  

television broadcast  

on Fox Sports.

Red Carpet Arrivals saw  

the glamour of the Sport 

Australia Hall of Fame up  

close for the first time, 

while anxious media  

clamoured for the best 

spot to see who was next 

– Bradbury, Green, Warne, 

Rawlinson, McGrath, Cuthbert, 

Barassi – but of course, the 

2007 Legend, Greg Norman, 

officially stepping out for  

the first time with his new 

partner Chris Evert, stole  

the limelight.

Guests in the foyer anticipated the  
Mercedes-Benz C-Class up for auction,  
while the Australian air Express ice sculptures 
competed for attention.

An excited party of scholarship winners  
were all smiles mingling with their heroes  
and mentors, keen to soak up the  
atmosphere and stand tall in a room full  
of great sporting history.

Chairman, John Bertrand officially began 
proceedings, welcoming guests and 
setting the scene, together with Fox Sports 
presenters, Lee Furlong and Clinton Grybas 
who interviewed the inductees and captured 
the essence of their achievements.

The calibre of talent selected for 2007 
generated unprecedented national and 
international media coverage: Greg Norman, 
Shane Warne, Glenn McGrath, Mike McKay, 
Petria Thomas, Steve Waugh, Louise Sauvage, 
Steven Bradbury, Professor John Bloomfield 
and Tony Charlton.

Altogether, the event was deemed the  
‘best ever’, making the 2008 Dinner one 
of the hottest tickets on the Australian 
sporting calendar.
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At Australian air Express, 
we recognise that the 
vision and achievements 
of the Sport Australia Hall 
Of Fame in supporting 
Australian sportspeople 
mirrors our approach  
to our business and  
our people.
It is for this reason that Australian air Express 
is proud to be associated with the Sport 
Australia Hall of Fame. We have been pleased 
to share in the key milestones of the SAHOF 
calendar throughout 2007, culminating in the 
memorable 23rd Annual Dinner and Induction 
ceremony in October, which saw Australian 
golfing great Greg Norman honoured with 
Legend status as well as recognition of 
sporting achievements from across all fields. 

2007 has also been an outstanding year of 
achievement and growth for Australian air 
Express with the delivery of the fourth of our 
converted B737-300 freight dedicated aircraft 
to our fleet, and the development of our new 
state-of-the-art freight processing centres in 
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne. 

For us, this year has been about laying the 
foundations for our future growth and we look 
forward to 2008 when we will launch these 
new facilities and state-of-the-art systems 
which will change the way we do business for 
our customers. 

On behalf of Australian air Express I would like 
to wish all SAHOF members and associates 
and their families a very happy festive season 
and a safe and prosperous new year. 

Regards, 

 

Wayne Dunne  
Chief Executive Officer Australian air Express

Chairman’s Message
This year, plenty has happened within the 
world of SAHOF including the televised 
October Induction Dinner. As in all functions of 
this size, many people worked hard in bringing 
this together, but none harder than Bob Lay 
and Maxine Corcoran within the SAHOF office. 
They did a great job.

Attended by over 900 people at Crown 
in Melbourne, the function televised by 
Foxsports, was an outstanding success. 
This year’s legend Greg Norman brought his 
family out from the USA for the occasion. 
He said being inducted as a Legend into 
the Hall was the highest accolade he had 
achieved in his sporting career and in his 
view surpassed his induction into the World 
Golf Hall of Fame. Ron Barassi, 2006 Legend 
passed the baton onto Greg. 

The ‘Don’ Award was jointly won by Shane 
Warne and Glenn McGrath for their brilliant 
partnership within Test cricket culminating 
in Australia defeating England in the Ashes.

As a lead up to the Dinner, SAHOF launched 
in partnership with News Ltd the Hall of Fame 
Moments. The idea is for the Australian public 
to have ownership of Australia’s greatest 
sporting moments. The SAHOF selection 
committee, chaired by Rob de Castella, 
submitted 10 top moments to be voted on 
by the public. Always controversial, with 
this list no exception, the 10 moments were 
published (one per day) by each of News Ltd 
newspapers around the country. This gave 
SAHOF 10 days of unprecedented publicity. 

The inaugural three Hall of Fame Moments 
announced by Herb Elliot on the evening 
and ‘enshrined’ into the Hall were Australia 
defeating Uruguay to qualify for the World 
Cup, Australia 11 winning the America’s Cup 
and the Sydney Swans winning the 2005 AFL 
Grand Final... and remember, all the people’s 
choice! The top 10 choices for this year and 
the final 3 Hall of Fame Moments were hotly 
debated around the country particularly on 
talk back radio. All good for setting up 
debate for next year and beyond and  
excellent for SAHOF profile.

As part of our vision to excite the youth of 
the nation to achieve their life potential, we 
continued to expand the SAHOF Scholarship 
Program. This year, we increased the number 
of scholarships from five to nine. Sue Stanley 
is doing a  superb job in the co-ordination 
of this program ably supported by Vicki 
Wilson who is chairing the scholarship 
steering committee. The feedback we’re 
getting is extremely positive both from 
the young scholarship recipients and the 
SAHOF mentors. This is a money can’t buy 
opportunity for these young aspiring athletes 
to achieve their dreams.

On a final note, on behalf of the SAHOF  
Board Members, I would like to extend the 
very best of Christmas greetings to you 
and your families.  

John Bertrand AM  

Chairman Sport Australia Hall of Fame



SAHOF Board

“ I am in charge of my 
own mind therefore my 
attitude, therefore  
my destiny ”
Herb Elliott AC MBE ATHLETICS

“ Focus on the things 
you can control ”
Greg Chappell MBE CRICKET

Chairman John Bertrand AM

Ron Barassi AM

Robert de Castella MBE

John Eales AM

Lindsay Gaze OAM

Nicholas Green OAM

Geoffrey Henke AO

Karen Moras Stephenson

Mark Peters

Michael Sparks

Vicki Wilson OAM

Ambassador Graeme Willersdorf 

General Manager Robert Lay

Events & Administration 

Manager

Maxine Corcoran

Selection Committee
Chairman Robert de Castella MBE

John Bertrand AM

Raelene Boyle MBE

Alan Davidson AM MBE

Harry Gordon CMG AM

Bruce McAvaney OAM

Karen Moras Stephenson

Alan Whelpton AM

Scholarship Committee
Chairman Vicki Wilson OAM

Coordinator Sue Stanley

Susan O’Neill OAM

Gillian Rolton OAM

We asked our Members  

for their personal moto  

or goal that inspired them  

to achieve success. 

The following are a few  

of their responses which  

we know will inspire our  

younger athletes.

‘Believe in yourself’ Jan Stephenson

‘Play the game on and off the field  
as well as you can’ Ken Rosewall

‘Give it your best shot’ Ashley Cooper

‘Play hard but fair – be the best  
you can be’ Heather McKay

‘The harder l worked the more  
success l had. Knowing l had done  

my absolute best’ Bob Skilton

‘Find your passion, work harder than  
you ever thought you could and be the 

best you can’ Sharon Buchanan

 ‘Quality of performance  
and longevity’ John Eales

Committee Members / Quotes 04

“ Never Die  
Wondering ! ”
Nick Farr-Jones AM RUGBY UNION



‘The Don’ Award

In a year which saw a host  

of outstanding achievements  

in Australian sport, these  

are highlights: 

Libby Lenton Swimming
Three individual gold medals – 50 and 100 
metres freestyle and 100 metres butterfly 
-- and two relay gold medals (including the 
world record breaking 4 x 100m medley) at 
the 2007 World Swimming Championships 
in Melbourne made Lenton the successful 
Australian female swimmer ever in a world 
championships .

Layne Beachley Surfing
In December 2006 Layne Beachley, at the 
age of 34, won her seventh world surfing 
championship. She had already amassed 
sufficient points during the year to ensure 
herself of the title by reaching the semi-finals 
of the Billabong Pro Mauri at Honolua Bay, 
Hawaii and so reclaim the crown she had held 
continuously from 1998 to the end of 2003. 
Seven world titles ensures her of an enduing 
place in surfing history. 

Glenn McGrath Cricket
Glenn McGrath, at the age of 37, ended his 
13 year career in spectacular style. At the 
ICC World Cup in the West Indies in April he 
took 26 wickets to help give Australia its third 
successive World Cup victory and, with 71 
wickets, overtake Pakistan’s Wasim Akram 
as the most successful bowler in World Cup 
history, just three months earlier he had taken 
his 563rd Test wicket with his last ball in the 
Sydney Test. These achievements were all the 
more remarkable because had he taken much 
of the previous year off from cricket to be with 
his wife Jane after she was diagnosed with 
cancer for a second time. He is now has an 
active role in the McGrath Foundation rasing  
funds for cancer research. 

Shane Warne Cricket
Shane Warne retired from Test cricket in 
January this year as the greatest wicket 
taker in Test history with 708 wickets. Just 
two weeks earlier he had taken his milestone 
700th wicket before a packed crowd at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground in one of the 
sporting highlights of the year. The attention 
given to Warne’s personal life off-field has 
often over-shadowed his significant charity 
work: the Shane Warne Foundation over the 
past three years has given close to one million 
dollars to a range of causes ranging from help 
for sick and underprivileged children, 

a service to provide medical flights for sick 
rural children and their families, housing for 
the homeless and facilities for indigenous 
children in remote communities. 

Cadel Evans Cycling
Cadel Evans second placing in the 2007 
Tour de France was the highest ever by 
an Australian in the gruelling event. Evans, 
a former Mountain Bike Champion and a 
member of the 1998 and 99 World Cup 
winning teams, was Australian Cyclist of the 
year in 2006. 

Jana Rawlinson Athletics 
Jana’s victory in the 400 metres hurdles at 
the World Athletics Championships at Osaka, 
Japan, was all the more outstanding because 
she had only recently returned to the sport 
after having had her first child just eight 
months earlier. By winning at Osaka  
she reclaimed the world title she had  
first won in 2003.

Nathan Deakes Athletics 
Nathan Deakes set a world record for the  
50km walk in the Australian Championships 
at his home town Geelong in December 2006 
and then won gold in the 50km event at the 
World Championships in Osaka. A bronze 
medallist in the 20km event at the 2004 
Athens Olympics he is now rightly hailed as  
the greatest walker Australia has produced.

‘The Don’ Award 05

2007 ‘Don’ Award winner 
Glenn McGrath & Shane Warne (JOINT)



Aaron Fyfe SOUTH AUSTRALIA

SQUASH  17 years old
MENTOR Michelle Martin, Squash
HERO Geoff Hunt, Squash

Josephine Tomic WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CYCLING 18 years old
MENTOR  Rechelle Hawkes, Hockey
HERO  Barry Cable,  Aus. Rules 

Emmajo Grahame VICTORIA

WATER POLO 16 years old
MENTOR Debbie Watson, Water Polo 
HERO Kieren Perkins, Swimming

Max Taylor VICTORIA

SAILING 18 years old
MENTOR John Bertrand, Sailing
HERO David Forbes, Sailing    

Joe Ingles VICTORIA

BASKETBALL 19 years old
MENTOR Kevin Bartlett, Aus. Rules
HERO Andrew Gaze, Basketball 

Aaron Rouge - Serret VICTORIA

ATHLETICS 19 years old
MENTOR Gary Honey, Athletics 
HERO Kevan Gosper, Athletics 

Mitchell Estens NEW SOUTH WALES

ROWING 20 years old
MENTOR Kate Slatter, Rowing 
HERO Peter Antonie, Rowing

Isabella Holland QUEENSLAND

TENNIS 15 years old
MENTOR Susie O’Neill, Swimming
HERO Pat Rafter, Tennis

Patrick Mills ACT

BASKETBALL 19 years old
MENTOR Luc Longley, Basketball
HERO Lindsay Gaze, Basketball

More importantly, it provides scholarship 
holders with unrivalled access to and 
mentoring from Sport Australia Hall of Fame 
Members – surely no greater way to inspire 
young sports people to fulfill their potential.

With the magnificent support and contribution 
of the Victorian Government in funding three 
Victorian athletes, nine scholarships have 
been awarded across five states. 

We congratulate our nine young Australians 
and look forward to sharing in their success  
in life and sport.

To help young Australians 

reach the highest level of 

 their sport, our Scholarship 

program, now in its  

second year provides 

encouragement and  

funding over 12 months.

Scholarship Program

Scholarship Program06



In 2007 the Hall introduced

 a new category of memorable 

sporting moments. 

Three moments were 

announced and ‘enshrined’. 

The public vote on 10 

moments saw the Socceroos 

win in 2005 to qualify for 

the 2006 World Cup, 

the Leo Barry mark in the 

Sydney Swans Premiership 

win and the win by 

John Bertrand and 

Australia 11, voted the 

top three.

Hall of Fame Moments
Makybe Diva wins her third successive Melbourne Cup

Australia beats Uruguay in 2005 to qualify for Soccer’s 2006 World Cup 

Kieren Perkins wins the 1500m freestyle at the 1996 Olympics 

Steven Bradbury’s 1000m short track skating Gold at the 2002 Winter Olympics

Cathy Freeman’s 400m track triumph Gold at the 2000 Sydney Olympics 

Shane Warne’s delivery to dismiss Mike Gatting at the start of the 1993 Ashes Series

Australia 11 wins yatching’s America’s Cup in 1983 

Dawn Fraser wins her third 100m freestyle swimming Gold at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics 

Sydney Swans wins the 2005 AFL Premiership via Leo Barry’s mark on the siren 

John Landy stops to pick up Ron Clarke in the National Mile Championship in 1956

the offi cal newsletter of the sport australia Hall of fame
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Around the Nation…….
Team Sport Australia Awards

Our State lunches this year provided the 
perfect opportunity to present the team awards 
as nominated by SAHOF Selection Committee. 
The four teams to receive recognition : 

•  1999 World Cup Australian Rugby  
 Union Wallabies Australian Rugby Union’s  
 Paul McLean accepted the award in Sydney  
 whilst in Brisbane team members Tim Horan  
 and Mark Connors received the award.

• 2006 FIFA World Cup Socceroos 
 CEO of Football Federation Australia 
 Ben Buckley accepted the award.

• 2003 World Championship/2004 
 Athens Olympics Men’s Coxless  
 Pair Rowing Team – presentation made to 
 Rowing Australia’s President Pat McNamara 
 and team member James Tomkins.

• 2000 Men’s 4 x 200m Freestyle 
 Relay Team, Sydney Olympics  
 presentation was made to team Member 
 Michael Klim in Melbourne and to  
 Todd Pearson & Bill Kirby at the 
 Perth lunch.

They join 33 other teams recognized by 
SAHOF and will be honoured in the National 
Sports Museum, opening in March 2008

State Lunch highlights
Adelaide

• Special guests Olympic Cyclists  
 Anna Meares & Ryan Bayley

• Australian Sports Commission Chairman 
 Peter Bartels inspiring presentation  
 ‘The Case for Sport - Connecting  
 Business and Sport’

• Chairman John Bertrand updated all on  
 the America’s Cup results in Spain.

• Member Marjorie Jackson Nelson’s last 
 official duty as Governor of South Australia

SPONSORED BY

Melbourne

• 520 guests at the Melbourne Cricket 
 Ground’s prestigious Olympic Room at  
 the ‘Sports Confidential’ lunch

• Victorian Government sports Minister 
 James Merlino pledged a $30,000 grant  
 to fund 3 Victorian Scholarships

• Scholarship program received a huge 
 boost from the impressive fund raising 
 opportunities presented by Challenge  
 Sport and Entertainment Management

• SAHOF launched its member’s bio booklet.

• Hall of Fame Moment voted number one  
 was The 2006 Socceroos

Sydney

• Alan Jones, SAHOF Member, impressive  
 and entertaining as MC

• Comedian Brian Doyle’s impromptu  
 interview had us thoroughly entertained 

• Hall of Fame Moment voted number one 
 was Dawn Fraser’s third Olympic Gold 

• Special Guests interviewed were Kieran 
 Perkins, Michael Diamond and Wayne 
 Gardiner

Brisbane

• Duncan Armstrong, SAHOF Member,  
 superb MC role

• Interview with Ian Healey and Sam Loxton, 
 one of the Invincibles, a major highlight

• Special guests included Rugby League 
 great Mal Meninga, athlete Tatiana Grigoreva  
 and Laurie Lawrence, who helped promote 
 the Scholarship program

• Hall of Fame Moment voted number one 
 was 1983 Australia 11 Amercia’s Cup win

SAHOF thanks all the Members, Sponsors 
and guests who attended our lunches and 
special thanks to our event organising partners 
in Events Corp (Adelaide), Markson Sparks 
(Sydney, Brisbane, Perth) and Challenge Sport 
and Entertainment Management (Melbourne). 

1999 World Cup Australian Rugby Union Wallabies

Team Sport Australia Awards / State Lunch Highlights08

2006 FIFA World Cup Socceroos

2003 World Championship /2004 Athens Olympics

2000 Men’s 4 x 200 m Freestyle Relay Team, Sydney 
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SAHOF Snippets

Tony Roche has taken on the role of  
coaching Lleyton Hewitt to get back to the top  
in world rankings. Lleyton, who first worked with 
Tony in the Davis Cup as a teenager is excited 
at the prospect of renewing the partnership 
and working to regain his winning form. The 
celebrated coach, who steered Roger Federer 
to many victorys, said he wouldn’t have taken 
the role if he didn’t think Lleyton could get back 
to the top in the men’s game. We’ll be keeping 
our eye on this partnership and look forward 
to their success.

Mighty Michele Timms was honoured recently 
with induction into the US Women’s Basketball 
Hall of Fame. The three times Olympian was 
the first Aussie women to play professional in 
Europe and the first foreign player signed by 
the WNBA. What an achievement for one of our 
finest female athletes. Michele has the distinction 
of now being a Member of thee Hall of Fames 
– SAHOF, Basketball Australia and WBHOF- unique 
don’t you think! Congratulations Michele, well 
deserved.

Whilst on Michele she is now assistant coach to 
Shane Heal of the South Dragons NBL, the first 
women to coach in the NBL. 

Great news legend Herb Elliott has been 
awarded the Jean Borotra World Fair Play Trophy. 
The top honour of the International Committee 
for Fair Play founded and named after the French 
Tennis legend. Congratulations Herb.

The Australian Olympic Committee has 
announced the appointment of three of our 
Members in Steve Waugh, John Eales and Kate 
Allen (Slater) as Liasion Officers to the Australian 
Team to compete in Beijing next year. 
We commend these appointments as they have a 
mountain of experience at the elite level and this 
experience will be invaluable to our team.

Our new Web site was launched this year and 
what an improvement. We’re getting lots of hits 
as well as enquiries on our organization and our 
Members. As mentioned Phoebe researched 
the bios of all SAHOF Members with the help of 
Harry Gordon, Alan Davidson, Bruce McAvaney 
and others to ensure accuracy. We welcome any 
changes and/or corrections which will also be 
linked to the National Sports Museum opening in 
March next year. 

Legendary Australian Athlete  
Marjorie Jackson-Nelson was honoured with 
the coveted Olympic Order by the International 
Olympic Committee at a ceremonial Dinner in July 
in Adelaide. The Dinner organized by the South 
Australian Government also acted as a farewell 
for her role as Governor of South Australia.

In July, staffer Phoebe Gleeson departed 
SAHOF and Australia for a position in Dubai. 
Phoebe was with us for three plus years and was 
a great contributor.She can be credited with the 
development of our new web site and with the 
Member research results for the National Sports 
Museum. Latest news is that she organised 
the Dubai World Sevens Rugby and for an 
aussie rules fan she is learning fast the Rugby 
terminology. We wish her well in her new 
career.

Replacing Phoebe is Maxine Corcoran, a 
former school teacher and elite athlete having 
competed in the Commonwealth Games in 
1978 and 1982 achieving a silver medal in the 
4 x 400m relay (1978). Maxine has bought to 
SAHOF a new level of experience and maturity 
which will help us grow and meet our objectives. 
Having overseen her first Annual Dinner and 
this year’s State lunches many of our Members 
would have met her and being impressed with her 
commitment and interest. 

Congratulations to the following Members 
on their 2006 Australia Day & Queens Birthday. 
Honours Margaret Court AO Tennis / Bob 
Simpson AO Cricket / Ashley Cooper AO Tennis 
/ Don Talbot AO Swimming / Alan Whelpton 
AO Surf Life Saving / Raelene Boyle AM 
Athletics & Community / Perry Crosswhite AM 
Commonwealth Games / Dennis Green OAM 
Canoeing & Surf Life Saving / Zali Steggall OAM 
Alpine Skiing & Charity / Stephen Bradbury OAM 
Speed Skating & Winter Sports. Special Milestone 
Birthday wishes to the following Members, Julius 
Patching (90), Bart Cummings, Frank Segman, 
Keith Holman & Geoff Henke (80) and Heidi 
Wittesch –Taylor, Anne Sargeant, Robert de 
Castella & Mark Richards (50)

Victoria Major Events has announced Royal 
Melbourne will host the 2011 PGA Tour’s 
Presidents Cup. Our own Legend Peter Thomson, 
five times British Open Champion and Captain 
of the International Presidents Cup teams in 
1986, 1998 & 2000 stated “ I’m thrilled to see 
the Presidents Cup return to Australia, my home 
town. The 1998 event was so successful and the 
event has grown in stature and importance since 
them. I have no doubt that it will be a fantastic 
competition”.

Director & SAHOF Legend Ron Barassi, 
now in his seventies is determined to continue 
to achieve his life’s goals. To add to his 
achievements of absailing down a city building, 
a tandum parachute jump, trekking the Kokoda 
Trail, carrying the torch and ‘walking on water’ in 
the 2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games 
Opening Ceremony, visiting his father’s grave 
in Tobruk, visiting Anzac Cove in Turkey to 
mention a few, he and John Bertrand and other 
sporting and business mates are in training to 
cycle across Mongolia next year. They can be 
seen regularly cycling around Melbourne most 
weekends. Warning motorists be cautious 
when approaching inexperienced cyclists.

Golfer Member Kel Nagle has been inducted 
into the World Golf Hall of Fame in St Augustine, 
Florida. He is the fifth Australian to be inducted 
joining Greg Norman, Peter Thomson, Walter 
Travis and Karrie Webb. Kel was unable to travel 
to Florida to receive his official induction so 
fellow Golf Legend Greg Norman will fly WGHOF 
Executive Director Jack Peter out to perform 
the presentation at the December Australian 
Golf Writers Association Dinner in Sydney. 
Congratulations Kel.

At the AGM held in conjunction with the Annual 
Dinner John Bertrand, Ron Barassi (three years) 
and Lindsay Gaze (two years) have been returned 
for a further term as Directors with John re-
elected Chairman. 

Murray Rose, one of Australia’s greatest 
swimmers got a surprise last week when he 
turned up to swim in the Bondi to Bronte race. 
He found himself entered in the over – 60’s ladies 
race under the name of Rose Murray. Sixty-eight 
year old Murray, swam and won, joking that it 
was his first win the female category!

Congratulations to triple Olympic Gold 
Medallist (and one of this year’s inductees) 
Petria Thomas on being selected to take part in 
the Beijing Olympic Torch relay through Canberra 
next year.



Vale10

WILLIAM ‘BILL’ LONG OAM 
ADMINISTRATION - CYCLING
27/2/1924 – 21/10/2006

Bill Long promoted the sport of cycling at 
all levels. He has served the sport in every 
capacity as an amateur and professional road 
and track rider, club president, organiser, 
official, handicapper, judge, head steward, 
traffic controller, promoter, team manager, 
coach, sporting journalist and broadcaster.

He became the youngest councillor of the 
League of Victorian Wheelmen in 1948 and 
the youngest president in 1954 at the age 
of 30. Bill was national president of the 
Australian Professional Cycling Council in 
1977 and awarded life membership in 1991, 
president of the Victorian Veteran Cycling 
Council in 1990 and awarded life membership 
in 1999, national president of the Australian 
Veteran Cycling Council in 1993 and awarded 
life membership in 2003.

Long was the manager of Victorian and 
Australian teams to national and world 
championships and Australian delegate to 
UCI World Cycling Conferences.  A highly 
respected official with the world cycling 
countries, he brought about many changes to 
international racing regulations. Bill was also a 
cycling commentator with the ABC from 1956 
and covered more than three Olympic Games, 
Commonwealth Games and World Cycling 
Championships. 

HON. ROY WARD OAM
ADMINISTRATOR / BADMINTON
9/12/1923  -  19/12/2006

Hector Roy Ward was a significant figure 
in the sport of badminton for more than 
50 years. He was involved heavily in 
three pivotal actions; the unification of the 
International Badminton Federation and the 
World Badminton Federation in 1980, the 
push for badminton as an Olympic sport, and 
opened the debate that eventually ensured 
the introduction of mixed doubles as a medal 
sport at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.

ARTHUR SCOBIE BREASLEY AM
JOCKEY
7/5/1914  -  21/12/2006

Breasley reached the peak of his Australian 
form during the forties with five Caulfield Cups, 
four in succession, 1942 (Tranquil Star), 1943 
(Skipton), 1944 (Counsel), 1945 (St Fairy) and 
then again when he returned from England in 
1952 (Peshawar). He won the WS Cox Plate in 
1944 and the VRC Derby in 1944 and 1952, 
and won the AJC Derby in 1948, followed by 

WILLIAM ‘BILL’ LONG OAM   
ADMINISTRATION - CYCLING

27/2/1924 – 21/10/2006

HON. ROY WARD OAM
ADMINISTRATOR / BADMINTON
9/12/1923  –  19/12/2006

ARTHUR SCOBIE BREASLEY AM
JOCKEY

7/5/1914  -  21/12/2006

TREVOR ALLAN OAM  
RUGBY UNION

29/6/1926 – 27/01/07

NORMAN VON NIDA OAM
GOLF

14/2/1914 – 20/5/07

FRANK HYDE OAM MBE
MEDIA, RUGBY LEAGUE

7/2/1916 – 24/9/2007

KEN McGREGOR 
TENNIS

2/6/1929 – 30/11/2007

JOHN WINTER 
ATHLETICS

3/12.1924 – 5/12/2007
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the Sydney Cup in 1949 on Carbon Copy. 
He won three VRC Oakes in 1943, 1945, 
and 1949 and the Epsom Handicap in 1949. 
He won the Caulfield Guineas three times, 
1944 (Kintore), 1945 (Royal Gem), and 1948 
(Phoibos), but narrowly missed in 1947 due to 
an error of judgment close to the line that later 
cost him a ride on Hiraji in the Melbourne Cup. 
Sure enough, Hiraji won that year and in 16 
attempts at the Cup, Breasley could manage 
second on both Shadow King in 1933 and  
On Target in 1946.

TREVOR ALLAN OAM  
RUGBY UNION
29/6/1926 – 27/01/07

Trevor Allan is one of Australia’s youngest-
ever Rugby Union captains becoming captain 
during the Wallabies tour of Great Britain 
in 1947-48.  He was 21 at the time. He 
burst into representative Rugby teams from 
his Sydney club, Gordon, playing his first 
international matches, in the 1946 season 
(two Tests against the New Zealand All Blacks 
and one against the NZ Maoris).

He played 14 Tests for Australia, was captain 
in 10, and played against all recognised 
Rugby nations. In 1958 he switched to Rugby 
League, accepting an offer from the English 
Club Leigh. A troublesome knee injury forced 
his retirement during the 1953-54 season. 
Allan had made 97 appearances for Leigh, 
scoring 53 tries. 

On his return, this devastating player joined 
the North Sydney Club, but recurring leg 
injuries hampered the latter part of his career. 
Upon retirement he became a commentator 
for the ABC.

NORMAN VON NIDA OAM
GOLF
14/2/1914 – 20/5/07

Norman Von Nida was rated the greatest 
Australian golfer of his time, and at his peak 
was among the top half dozen players in 
the world. He paved the way for Australian 
golfers abroad, and it was largely his example 
that inspired players like Gary Player, Peter 
Thomson, Bruce Crampton, and Bruce Devlin 
to test their skills internationally.

Von Nida slaved to help develop the local 
professional circuit and to assist promising 
young players. Credited with some of the most 
fiery outbursts ever seen on Australian and 
English courses, Von Nida made headlines 
for most of his playing career for scathing 
verbal assaults on noisy spectators, dithering 
officials, and journalists who meddled with  
the facts. 

Von Nida’s record in state Opens is 
remarkable, including the Queensland Open 
in 1935, 1936, 1937, 1940, 1949, 1953, 
and 1961; NSW Open in 1939, 1946, 1947, 
1948, 1953, and 1954; ACT Open in 1937, 
1939, 1949, and 1953.

Apart from his three wins in the Australian 
Open (1950, 1952, and 1953) Von Nida 
finished runner up on six occasions (1938, 
1939, 1949, 1951, 1954, and 1955). His 
best finishes in the British Open were 3rd in 
1946 and 1958. Von Nida won more than 
100 tournaments. When his playing days were 
over, he taught extensively in America and for 
14 years helped prepare Italian national golf 
teams. In 1985 Norman was awarded the 
Medal of the Order of Australia for his services 
to golf.

FRANK HYDE OAM MBE  
MEDIA, RUGBY LEAGUE
7/2/1916 – 24/9/2007

Frank Hyde’s contribution to rugby league has 
been enormous, but he is best known as the 
unchallenged doyen of rugby league radio 
broadcasters from the 1950s to the 1980s. 
Hyde made his first-grade debut in 1936 for 
Newtown and with a win in the final over Easts 
57 to 5 - the greatest ever winning margin 
in a Sydney competition final in 1937. Frank 
Hyde was Balmain through and through. He 
was a member of the 1939 Balmain team 
who won the Rugby League premiership. Hyde 
was also a referee, a coach, an administrator, 
an “Immortal” selector, a recording artist, a 
tour guide, and a boxing commentator. His 
signature line was 

KEN McGREGOR 
TENNIS
2/6/1929 – 30/11/2007

Ken McGregor played in three consecutive 
Australian open singles finals, beating hisfriend 
and doubles partner, Frank Sedgman for the 
title in Adelaide in 1952. McGregor was also 
a finalist at Wimbledon in 1951, losing to 
American Dick Savitt.

He and Sedgman, are considered to be one 
of the greatest men’s doubles teams of all 
time. They won the first Grand Slam in men’s 
doubles in 1951, and then won three of the 
“big four” the following year winning the 
first three titles and only losing the US Open 
in the final.  

A surprise selection to play singles in the 
1950 Davis Cup tie against the Americans, 
McGregor won the opening match defeating 
Ted Schroeder in a major upset on the first 
day, leading the Australians to victory and 
ending the Americans’ four-year possession of 
the Cup.

At the end of 1952, Jack Kramer encouraged 
both Sedgman and McGregor to turn 
professional. McGregor was a fine all-round 
athlete, excelling in cricket, Australian football, 
and tennis. He was a top 10 singles player in 
1950/52 reaching as high as world number 
three in 1952.  

In 1999, McGregor was inducted into the 
International Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport, 
Rhode Island, and in 2000 he was inducted 
into the Australian Tennis Hall of Fame.

Allan has been described as one of the finest 
centres ever to represent Australia at Rugby 
Union and one of the best players never to 
have represented Australia at Rugby League. 

JOHN WINTER 
ATHLETICS
3/12.1924 – 5/12/2007

John Winter surprised the world at the 1948 
London Olympic Games by becoming the first 
(and only) Australian ever to win an Olympic 
high jump gold medal. His leap of 6ft 6in 
was a triumph for coolness and composure 
under pressure. Winter was one of the last 
international jumpers to use the eastern cut-off 
and had jumped 6ft 7_in before he went to 
London for the Games

In pre-Games training in 1948, Winter won the 
British title with a leap of 6ft 4in and the Irish 
championship with 6ft 6in. By the time the bar 
in the Olympic event was raised to 6ft 6in, 
two Americans, a Frenchman, a Norwegian 
and Winter remained in the event. At that 
height all except Winter failed. He cleared 
the bar at this first attempt. John Winter was 
appointed captain of the British Empire team 
to compete against the USA at White City after 
the Olympic Games. He again cleared 6ft 6in 
to win the high jump.

Winter jumped the same height to win the 
1950 Auckland British Empire Games gold 
medal. He retired 10 months later, at 
the age of 27.
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‘The Board and Staff thank 

all our members, sponsors and 

supporters for their contribution 

to SAHOF throughout 2007.  

We also take the opportunity 

to wish everyone a safe, 

happy Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year.’

PO Box 6873, St Kilda Rd, Central Melbourne VIC 8008 
Enquires T 03 9510 2066 E mail@sahof.org.au
F 03 9510 2110    www.sahof.org.au

Diary Dates

Opening of the National Sports Museum 
Thursday 13 March 2008

2008 Dinner & Induction Ceremony
Wednesday 8 October 2008

Lunch Dates to be announced

SAHOF closed 
Friday 21 December – Wednesday 2 January

We thank our sponsors…

Following the Boards 2007 Strategic 
Review on the future direction of SAHOF a 
Recognition Cocktail Reception was held to 
acknowledge our sponsors and supporters 
for their contribution and support. Held 
in the appropriate Betty Cuthbert Room 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground our 
Chairman, assisted by the Board Directors 
presented 22 certificates of appreciation. 
Our sponsors and supporters are extremely 
important to our future and this was one way 
to express our gratitude and appreciation.

National Sports Museum 

Karen Moras Stephenson SAHOF Director / Deb Carter DNA artworks Director


