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2008 Annual Dinner and
Induction Ceremony

Lou Richards and his daughter Nicole

The Hon. Kevin Rudd PM & Wayne Dunne with inductees

Stephanie Rice & John Bertrand

Our Members and guests were once
again welcomed with style at
Melbourne’s Crown Entertainment
Complex for our 2008 Dinner and
Induction Ceremony. Fox Sports again
broadcast the evening live with many
members and VIPs being photographed
as they walked the Red Carpet.
Stealing the show this year were our talented
group of Inductees; Ian Thorpe, Alisa Camplin,
David Nilsson, Allan Langer, the “Woodies” and
Lou Richards, along with 2008 Legend, and
‘Cups King’ Bart Cummings. Don Award
finalists, Stephanie Rice, Sally McLellan,
Steven Hooker and Matthew Mitcham were
also stars of the night, with everyone eager to
catch a glimpse of our nation’s newest
Olympic medalists and hear their interviews
with Fox Sports’ Sarah Jones.
We were also lucky enough to welcome our
Patron, Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd MP,
Governor of Victoria, Professor David de
Krester AO, Melbourne Lord Mayor, John So,
Federal Minister for Sport, Kate Ellis MP, and
NSW Minister for Sport, Kevin Greene MP to
the event where they were proudly introduced
to some of our nation’s greatest athletes. The
Prime Minister’s speech during the Dinner was
most inspiring and certainly very well received.

We have included a transcript of the complete
speech in the Newsletter.
In the VIP reception, Chairman, John Bertrand,
officially began the evening by welcoming our
special guests and scholarship winners, who
excitedly soaked up the atmosphere and were
keen to meet and get to know their sporting
heroes and mentors.
Guests in the foyer keenly eyed off our two
auction items for the night, the magnificent
Mercedez-Benz CLC and Brian Clinton’s
original charcoal portrait of 2008 Legend,
Bart Cummings.
Inside Crown’s Palladium Ballroom guests
enjoyed a delicious meal and were entertained
by Master of Ceremonies, Stephen Phillips and
Fox Sports presenters, Ryan Phelan and Lee
Furlong, whose interviews with award winners
and inductees captured their sporting spirit
and pride.
Events Corp Managing Director, Marc
Colquhoun, said this years’ event was a “gold
medal performance” and should be “elevated
to Legend Status,” while AFL great, Allen
Aylett described the night as “top class…
super dooper!!”
With such positive feedback our aim is to make
next years’ 25th Anniversary Dinner and
Induction Ceremony bigger and better than ever!

2008 Annual Dinner and Induction Ceremony

01

One of our special guests was our Patron in
chief, the Prime Minister, Mr. Kevin Rudd, and
his address was well received.
I send a special welcome to our new members
to the Hall of Fame, Ian Thorpe, Alisa Camplin,
Todd Woodbridge. Mark Woodforde, David
Nilsson, Allan ‘Alfie’ Langer, Lou Richards and
‘Mr’ John Carew.

Chairman’s Message
I think it’s fair to say the most recent Induction
Dinner was one of the best ever, if not the
best. Feedback from Members and guests
was extremely positive, enjoyed by all and
the television coverage by our media partner
FoxSports looked great.

The Scholarship Program continues to bring
enormous benefit to the lucky scholars around
the country - 9 of them in all. With mentors
such as Bruce McAvaney, Sharon Buchanan,
Phil Smyth, Debbie Watson, Todd Woodbridge,
Duncan Armstrong who could ask for more!
As outlined at the AGM, sponsorship of SAHOF
is a challenge in these severe economic times.
As you will know, AaE after 12 years decided
to end their major sponsorship of SAHOF.

When The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame and
Australian air Express
came together, we were
young, with similar
dreams, ambitions and
mighty challenges ahead.
Looking back at this year’s
fantastic Annual Induction
and Awards Dinner in
October, it is wonderful to
see how far the Sport
Australia Hall of Fame has
come since it began.
We’ve been on an incredible journey together
over the past 12 years. The journey has seen
the Sport Australia Hall of Fame make some
significant developments as an organisation,
which has been a positive step for sport in
Australia. The development of the SAHOF
scholarships for outstanding young Australian
sportspeople is one way the Sport Australia
Hall of Fame is assisting the development of
future sporting champions.
This year has been a standout year in sport
for the many Australian athletes and paraathletes representing their country and sport
at the elite level. The Sport Australia Hall of
Fame supports, nurtures and honours the
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Chairman’s / AaE Message

The Board were aware of this impending
decision and over the last 6 months through
our marketing agent Spring Worldwide have
been holding discussions with a range of
companies. We will keep you informed
of progress!
On behalf of all at SAHOF, I would like to
wish you and your families the very best of
Christmas greetings.

John Bertrand AM
Chairman Sport Australia Hall of Fame

talent and vision of our Australian sporting
champions of the past, present and future,
and in doing so, is uniquely positioned to carry
on the spirit of sport in Australia.
I’d like to congratulate John Bertrand, Directors
and those associated with the Sport Australia
Hall of Fame for their dedication to the passion
of sport and for their achievement in becoming
the influential and positive organisation they set
out to be all those years ago.
It has been a wonderful journey, which we’ve
valued enormously and both partners have
seen ambitions realised. As we both enter a
new era, we can be proud of where we have
come from and on behalf of the whole AaE
family I wish the Sport Australia Hall of Fame
community all the very best for a bright and
successful future.
Best wishes for a safe and happy
festive season,

Wayne Dunne
Chief Executive Officer Australian air Express

Prime Minister’s transcript of
address to The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame Annual Dinner
and Induction Ceremony
Melbourne, 8 October 2008
Men and Women of Australian Sport. I am not
exactly sure that I am the best person to be
introducing the next Legend of Australian sport.
I was at the AFL Grand Final just the other day,
I tipped Geelong by 18, they lost by 26.
Then I went off to the NRL grand final and
tipped Melbourne by 12 and they lost by 40.
Let’s just say the Socceroos are very relieved
that this Wednesday night I have got something
else on and they should be just fine.
The school I went to in country Queensland was
big on sport. The Treasurer of Australia, Wayne
Swan was a star captain of the school rugby
league team, a serious local sporting star.
I was pretty good at the contact sports myself.
I was in the E team, rugby union. Then after I
failed there it was being relegated to the F
team in the table tennis which was regarded
still as a serious contact sport.
You know something, when you come here to
this evening you recognise a significant
national institution, the Sport Australia Hall of
Fame. This has become a national institution.
It is now the historic reference point for our
nation’s sporting achievements and it is
something of which every man and woman in
this room should be proud. It is a place where
we now salute and celebrate the excellence of
sporting achievement.
Let us reflect on that just for a moment. Our
sports men and women give us joy. Our sports
men and women give us an enduring sense of
national pride. Our sports men and women, at
times when the nation itself experiences great
challenge, give us also a sense of confidence
and of hope for the future.
You know, when you reflect on this history of
sport in this country and you reflect on how it
has been engrained into the nation’s soul, you
cannot separate the two.
Our sporting heroes are part of the soul of the
Australian nation. And you know from the soul
of the nation, the spirit of the nation, itself
faces challenges we do today, let me say, the
inspiration of our sports men and women
becomes even more important.
Think back to the history. Think of the role of
‘The Don’ in the ‘30s, helping nurture the

nation’s soul. Think of recovering from the
ravages of the war, ‘The Invincibles’ in ’48.
‘The Don’ and ‘The Invincibles’ restoring the
nation’s soul.

And this ability for this nation, whatever the
adversity, whatever the difficulty, whatever the
challenge, to sit back and have a good laugh.
Lou, you are a tonic to the nation’s soul.

And so through the fifties and sixties and seeing
the legends up here this evening, the Frasers,
the Rosewalls, the others, our Olympians to the
day. The Olympians of Beijing and the
Paralympians of Beijing, each and every one of
them, tonics to the Australian soul.

And one other quality is this - our sports men
and women also, despite their individual
achievement reaching beyond themselves.
Damien Oliver and his acknowledgement of the
person who gave him inspiration.

And those who have been inducted this evening
as well. You know, what we have seen tonight
is every good aspect, every good dimension
of the Australian character on display in each
of them.
You see Australian endurance. What about
that extraordinary story Alisa Camplin. Have
you listened to her list of injuries? Two broken
ankles, a hamstring, two knees, a hip
replacement, nine cracked ribs, a collar
bone, a shoulder bone and concussion on the
way through.
If that doesn’t say anything about endurance
and the nation’s capacity for endurance, I don’t
know what does.
Think also of those who lift our standing in the
eyes of the world in ways that we often don’t
see. Think of that story of David Nilsson,
baseball, doing Australia’s name proud,
Australia’s name proud. As all sports men and
women in this room have so often.
Our endurance, our standing in the world and
our capacity to laugh at ourselves, Lou
Richards, our capacity to laugh at ourselves.

Each of these, each of these in their own way
reflecting the Australian character, and the
character of characters, people like Alfie
Langer, out there, larger than life.
So what is good about what we see here
tonight is everything that is good about
Australia and I salute each and every one of
you. You do us proud.
Tonight we elevate another Australian legend
to the status of being a member of this hall of
fame. In true Australian tradition, he is not
known by his given name, but by a nickname
he has had since childhood.
Over a lifetime he has set himself apart by his
work ethic, his dedication and his ability just to
get the best out of his team. And over a
lifetime he has known many, many victories.
Ladies and gentlemen, men and women of
Australian sport, let us meet the 28th Legend
in the Sport Australia Hall of Fame.
The Hon Kevin Rudd PM

Prime Minister’s Speech
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Legend

The 2008 Legend, Bart Cummings AM

The classification of
‘Legend’ in The Sport
Australia Hall of Fame is
bestowed on those
Members who have
distinguished themselves
at the very highest level in
sport and in doing so have
been an inspirational
example to all Australians.

Bart Cummings trained his first winner of a
Group One race in the South Australian Derby
in 1958. Fifty years later he is hoping to bring
up his 250th Group One winner this Spring.
He was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall
of Fame in 1991 on the strength of having
trained a remarkable eight Melbourne Cup
winners. A month later he added his ninth and
since then has logged up two more. Along with
11 Melbourne Cups he has won six Caulfied
Cups and three Cox Plates. Though known as
the Cups King for his success with stayers he
also has an impressive record with sprinters,
including four victories in the Golden Slipper
Stakes, Australia’s richest race for juveniles.
The son of a trainer, Bart took out his own
training licence in 1950, aged 23.

This year Bart Cummings
joined our unique gallery
of champions as the
28th Legend of
Australian Sport.

Top Left: Bart enjoying a day at the races.
Top Right: Bart Cummings with his 12 Melbourne
Cups. Bottom Right: Roy Higgins, Bart Cummings
and Johnny Tapp.
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The Legend

Since then he has set many records – the first
Australian trainer to top $1 million in winnings
(1974), the first to be leading trainer in three
states in the same season (1989-90) ….and
of course, those 11 Melbourne Cups. At 80 he
is still an active and successful trainer: Who is
to say he will not break more records yet?
Dinner Postscript
Not only did Legend Bart Cummings achieve
that 250th Group 1 winner, but it just
happened to be his 12th Melbourne Cup with
‘Viewed’ on Melbourne Cup Day 2008! His title
of ‘cups king’ is now certainly part of racing
folklore and as he has stated himself a ‘baker’s
dozen’ would be nice – perhaps 2009?

2008 ‘Don’ Award winner
Matthew Mitcham & Steve Hooker (JOINT)

‘The Don’ Award
‘The Don’ Award has become
the ultimate recognition of the
ideal that virtues of integrity,
modesty and courage are
compatible with pride, ambition
and competitiveness and
indeed is the greatest honour
that could be bestowed upon
an athlete during his or her
competitive career. In 2008,
an Olympic Year, there were a
host of outstanding Australian
performances, as evident by
our list of finalists.
Stephanie Rice Swimming
When she won her first gold medal, Stephanie
Rice became the face of Beijing to millions of
Australians. Over a week she would win two
more making her one of the superstars of
Beijing 2008. World records in the 200 and
400 metres individual medleys and relay
gold as well made her first trip to the
Olympics unforgettable.

Steve Hooker Athletics

Sally McLellan Athletics

Steve Hooker kept Australia up late at night as
he leapt for gold in the pole vault at Beijing.
His third and final attempt at 5 metres 90
would give him victory – the first Australian
man to win athletics gold for 40 years and our
first Olympic field gold medal since 1948. To
cap off a memorable night he would add the
Olympic record to his haul as well.

It was one of the great stories of Beijing 2008.
The emergence of 21 year old Sally McLellan
as a world class athlete. In the 100 metres
hurdles she ran the race of her life and when
she crossed the line in a blanket finish had to
wait agonizingly for the photo finish results.
Silver to McLellan and time for the
celebrations to begin.

Anna Meares Cycling

Emma Snowsill Triathlon

She was the gracious loser, the silver
medalist, but Anna Meares was one of the big
winners in Beijing. That she was there at all
was remarkable after narrowly escaping
paralysis after a high speed crash in the
Los Angeles World Cup meet in January.
A fractured verterbra in her neck and a broken
collarbone left her wheelchair bound and she
didn’t make the team until June. Meares would
win silver in the sprint – Australia’s only cycling
medal in 2008.

Many rate her as the greatest female triathlete
of all time and in Beijing Emma Snowsill did
nothing to disprove that lofty assessment. The
three time world champion literally ran away
with the gold medal, blitzing the world’s best
to win by more than a minute, she was brilliant
on the swim and bike legs but in the run there
was no one who could challenge her.

Matthew Mitcham Diving
He knew what was needed but no man in
Olympic history had ever done it. When
Matthew Mitcham leapt from the ten metre
tower the world thought he was diving for
silver. In fact he was aiming at gold. He had
left the sport in 2006 but returned at Beijing
to become the first Australian diving gold
medalist since 1924. His score of 112 point
ten – the highest recorded in Olympic history.

Casey Stoner MotoGP
Casey Stoner’s move to Ducati in 2007 would
bring him undreamt of success. On the new
800cc Ducati GP7. Stoner would take 6 poles
and win 10 races taking his first Moto GP title,
by a margin of 125 points or the equivalent of
five victories over Dani Pedrosa.
Congratulations to Matthew Mitcham
(Diving) and Steve Hooker (Athletics)
– co-winners of ‘The Don’ Award of 2008.

Clockwise from top left: Emma Snowstill, Stephanie
Rice, Anna Meares, Sally McLellan and Casey Stoner.

The ‘Don’ Award
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Ian Thorpe Swimming

2008 Inductees
Ian Thorpe OAM Swimming
Ian Thorpe’s achievements in the pool
guarantee him a place among Australia’s
sporting greats. Five Olympic gold medals,
nine Commonwealth gold, 14 World
Championship victories (at every distance
from 100 to 800 meters) and 22 world
records make him our most successful athlete
ever. Out of the pool his grace and humility
made the “Thorpedo” such a drawcard that he
is widely credited with having made swimming
a prime time television event. Ian Thorpe
won his first world title in 1998 at 15 and
dominated freestyle swimming for the next
eight years. He retired from competition in
2006 but remains a great ambassador for his
sport and his country.

Mark Woodforde & Todd Woodbridge Tennis

Todd Woodbridge OAM Tennis

David Nilsson Baseball

Todd Woodbridge will be long remembered as
one half of the “Woodies” partnership which
dominated men’s doubles tennis throughout
the nineties. He and Mark Woodforde together
won six of eight Wimbledon men’s doubles
finals played between 1993 and 2000, along
with two US Opens, two Australian Opens and
one French Open. He went on to win three
more Wimbledon doubles championships, a
US Open and another Australian Open title
partnering Jonas Bjorkman - giving him the
incredible tally of 16 men’s doubles victories
in Grand Slam events. With Mark Woodforde
he won Olympic gold in the doubles in 1996
and silver in 2000. Importantly he represented
Australia 32 times in Davis Cup ties, the most
appearances for his country by any Australian
tennis player.

Dave Nilsson may be one of the few Australian
sportsmen to be more famous in the USA than
in his own country, thanks to his performances
with the Milwaukee Brewers between 1992
and 1999. At the peak of his fame – after
being selected as a US National All Star in
1999 – Nilsson declined to take up a new US
contract in order to captain Australia in the
2000 Olympics. They finished seventh but his
faith was rewarded four years later when he
was a member of the team which won silver at
Athens. His record with Milwaukee reads: 837
games, 789 hits, 105 home runs and a career
batting average of .284. He continues to be
involved in developing baseball in Australia.

Mark Woodforde OAM Tennis
Mark Woodforde won his first Grand Slam
doubles victory partnering John McEnroe in
the US Open in 1989, but from 1992 onwards
partnered compatriot Todd Woodbridge in
one of the most successful men’s doubles
combinations in history. Together they won
11 Grand Slam titles, including five successive
Wimbledon titles from 1992 to ’97 and
another in 2000. He also won five major
mixed doubles titles. He represented Australia
in the 1996 and 2000 Olympics, winning gold
and silver in the men’s doubles and played in
three Davis Cup finals (‘93,‘99 and 2000).
He retired from competition in 2000 but
coached Australia’s Federation Cup team in
2003 and 2004.
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2008 Inductees

David Nilsson Baseball

Allan Langer Rugby League

Lou Richards OBE Media/AFL

John Carew Coach/Swimming

Alisa Camplin OAM Aerial Skiing

John Carew Coach/Swimming

Lou Richards OBE Media/AFL

Alisa Camplin OAM Aerial Skiing

John Carew has earned many accolades
over the years, but few could have been
more treasured than the World Swimming
Coaches Association award as Coach of
the Quadrennium for 1992-96. The award
was undoubtedly triggered by the feats of
his long-time protégé Kieren Perkins at the
1992 and 1996 Olympics, but it was also
recognition by his peers of the advances John
Carew had pioneered in distance swimming
training. Swimming Australia made a similar
judgment in appointing him coach at three
Olympic Games (1992, ’96 and 2000),
two world championships, four Pan Pacific
Championships, and two Commonwealth
Games between 1989 and 2000. In all those
roles his scientific approach to developing
innovative training programs left an indelible
mark on his sport.

Generations of Australians who never saw
Lou Richards kick a ball, still regard him as
one of the great personalities of AFL/VFL
football. Over three decades he was a prolific
writer of newspaper columns that were filled
with cheeky challenges and predictions. He
was also a ubiquitous figure on radio and TV
where his humour and his banter with fellow
panellists turned the once-serious business of
football discussion into family entertainment.
This media profile has tended to overshadow
his on-field performances, but these were
considerable: He played 250 games with
Collingwood, captained the club for four years
(including the 1953 premiership) and was the
club’s leading goalkicker in 1944, ‘48 and ‘50.
He represented Victoria three times.

Alisa Camplin leapt to fame in 2002 with
two triple-twisting double somersaults that
won her the aerial skiing gold medal at the
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City – Australia’s
first ever skiing gold. Over the next year she
confirmed her stature with a world-record and
a World championship title and seven victories
in a single World Cup Grand Prix series.
These were remarkable achievements for a
woman who did not learn to ski until she was
19. For many however, her greatest triumph
was a bronze medal at the 2006 Winter
Olympics in Italy. Recovering from a series of
serious injuries she won her medal having had
just 20 days jumping on snow in the previous
two years

Allan Langer OAM Rugby League
Allan Langer changed perceptions of what was
required to be a Rugby League star. Despite
his abundant talent, many believed when he
was first selected to play for Queensland in
1987 that at 165 cm and 79kg he did not
have the physical bulk required for State of
Origin football. His record makes a mockery
of that thought: On his retirement in 2002
he had played 421 games for the Brisbane
Broncos, represented Queensland 45 times
and Australia 22 times. He played in four
World Cups and captained the Broncos to four
Premierships. Along the way he won most of
Rugby League’s major awards, including the
Clive Churchill Medal, the Wally Lewis Medal
and the Dally M Award.

2008 SAHOF Inductees

2008 Inductees
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Throughout our nation’s
history there have been many
outstanding sporting moments
that collectively contribute
a significant thread to the
Australian sporting tapestry.
In late September we launched
the ‘Hall of Fame Moments
Competition’ nationally through
the News Limited stable of
papers. After much energetic
public debate and conjecture,
jockey Damien Oliver’s tribute to

Hall of Fame Ten ‘Moments’ in Australian Sport
Ian Thorpe 400m freestyle world record in Sydney 2000 Olympic Games
Herb Elliott’s outstanding Gold in the 1500m Track event at the Rome Olympics in 1960
Jockey Damien Oliver’s tribute to his brother on winning the 2002 Melbourne Cup
on Media Puzzle
Pat Cash wins Wimbledon in 1987 and jumps into the stand to celebrate with family
Australian women’s 4 x 100m track relay team’s world record gold at the 1956
Melbourne Olympics
Robert de Castella wining the 1983 World Championship Marathon in Helsinki
The last ball in tied cricket test Australia v West Indies in Brisbane in 1960
Don Bradman scores his 100th first class hundred v India in 1947 at the SCG
Alex Jesaulenko takes mark of the century in the 1970 VFL Grand Final at the MCG
John Eales’ penalty kick to snatch victory over New Zealand in 2001 Rugby Union
Bledisloe Cup

his brother Jason, on winning the
2002 Melbourne Cup on
Media Puzzle, was ‘enshrined’
into the Hall of Fame.

Clockwise form top Left: 1956 Australian women’s 4 x 100m track relay team, Robert de Castella,
Sir Donald Bradman, Damien Oliver, Pat Cash, Ian Thorpe and Herb Elliott.
Opposite Page. Clockwise form top Left: Max Taylor & Sam Kivell, Meagen Nay, Jack Bobridge,
Casey Eastham, Josephine Tomic, Kyle Davis, Anabelle Smith and Kurt Mulcahy.
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Hall of Fame Moments

Kyle Davis Table Tennis VIC
AGE 19 years old
2008 Olympic Games Table Tennis
Team Member
2007 Australian Championships
Men’s Singles – 2nd
& Men’s Doubles – 2nd
Mentor Todd Woodbridge Tennis
Hero Peter Hudson AM Australian Football

Casey Eastham Hockey NSW
AGE 19 years old
2008 Olympic Games Beijing
Hockeyroos – 5th Youngest Member
of the Hockeyroos
2008 Champions Trophy – Hockeyroos 5th
Mentor Sharon Buchanan OAM Hockey
Hero Jacqueline Pereira OAM Hockey

Kurt Mulcahy Athletics NSW

Scholarship
Program

AGE 19 years old

Max Taylor Sailing VIC
AGE 19 years old

& Sam Kivell Sailing VIC

To help young Australians

AGE 19 years old

reach the highest level of

2008 Junior World Championships
470 – 14th
2007 420 Nationals – 1st

their sport, our Scholarship
program, now in its
second year provides
encouragement and
funding over 12 months.
More importantly, it provides scholarship
holders with unrivalled access to and
mentoring from Sport Australia Hall of Fame
Members – surely no greater way to inspire
young sports people to fulfill their potential.
This year we awarded eight scholarships,
across five states, bringing our total awarded
scholarships to 22 since the program
commenced. Recipients each received
$5,000 funding to assist with their training,
travel and sport-related expenses and are
paired with a Hall of Fame ‘Mentor’ and ‘Hero.’

Mentor John Bertrand AM Yachting
Hero John Anderson OAM Yachting

2008 World Junior Championships
400m final – 4th
2008 Australian Open Championships
400m – 2nd
2008 4x400m Relay squad
Beijing Olympics
Mentor Bruce McAvaney OAM Media (Athletics)
Hero Raelene Boyle AM MBE Athletics

Meagen Nay Swimming

QLD

Josephine Tomic Cycling WA

AGE 19 years old

AGE 19 years old

2008 Olympic Games
200m Backstroke Final – 7th
2008 Commonwealth Record –
200m Backstroke

2008 1st Individual Pursuit , 1st Team 		
Pursuit Australian Titles
2007 Young Australian Female
Athlete of the Year
2007 Triple World Junior titles
(Individual pursuit, Points Race,
Road Time Trial)
Mentor Rechelle Hawkes OAM Hockey
Hero Charlie Walsh OAM Coaching (Cycling)

Anabelle Smith Diving

VIC

AGE 15 years old
2008 Girls Junior Elite B
Australian Diver of the Year
2008 FINA World Junior Championships
– Bronze Medal

Mentor Duncan Armstrong OAM Swimming
Hero Michelle Ford MBE

Jack Bobridge Cycling SA
AGE 19 years old
2008 Olympic Team Member 2008
2007 Australian Junior Male
Road Cyclist of the Year
Mentor Phil Smyth AM Basketball
Hero Charlie Walsh OAM Coaching (Cycling)

Mentor Debbie Watson OAM Diving
Hero Meagan Marcks OAM Diving

Scholarship Program
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‘The Other Side of the Fence’
It was certainly with some trepidation that I
went to Beijing, as I was not sure how I would
feel about being a spectator and recently
retired ‘has been’. However, as soon as I
arrived at the Airport as part of the media,
I couldn’t hide my excitement. I’d been part
of the Olympics for 20 years and felt very
much at home in Beijing and looked forward
to the competition.
There was one big difference this time. In my
life as a competitor, I’d focused on my own
racing and found it hard to really enjoy the
achievements of my fellow Olympians ‘during’
the competition of the last five Olympics.
Of course, celebrating ‘afterwards’ with them
was certainly never a problem! Some of
my most prized memories have come from
the interactions and relationships forged
after racing.
Watching the great performances rolling in
each day was always very dangerous for me.
It could blur my focus and cross the fine line
between providing a positive influence and
becoming a distraction to my racing. So, I
usually tried to put the filters on in the lead up
to the final. In doing so you miss out on a fair
bit of the Olympic experience.
The very opposite was true in Beijing. This time
the blinkers were off and I wanted to see it all.
As part of the media I wanted to know
everything. All positive results and inspirational
stories were welcome, as were interviews and
conversations with athletes, journalists,
coaches and parents. They helped provide
some more insight and bring the games to life.
This time it buoyed my Olympic experience.
And enjoy it I did. It was exhilarating to allow
yourself to become so emotionally charged
with the performances of others. To let loose
and get excited by the athletic endeavours of
all athletes was very inspiring. I knew then, I’d
made the right decision in retiring after Athens
2004. There was no burning desire to be out
there in the battle. I was having too much fun
from the other side of the fence.
Further to this, was my personal relationship
with the men’s 4-. The guys had named their
boat after me for which I was incredibly
honoured. However, in the great Australian
tradition of taking the piss out your mates,
what they gave with one hand they took
back with the other. They’d also
unceremoniously christened me the
‘Gordon Ramsay’ of rowing….for all the right
reasons I was assured!
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Beijing Olympics

A report from Beijing

I’ll admit there was some reflection of past
experiences as athletes prepared, performed
and coped with the uncertainties of competition.
It was tremendous to be close enough to get a
real sense of who was going to perform or not.
I still found myself being nervous and barely
slept a wink before the Saturday rowing finals.
My Oarsome Foursome mate, Drew Ginn, was
a red hot favourite in the men’s pair. Our men’s
double scull was in tremendous form, taking
some prize scalps along the way to the final
and the four was on a roll. My mind raced over
their confidence and form to predict how the
races would unfold.
What a day it turned out to be, two gold and
one silver in just over an hour. These guys
really stood up to the plate and performed. I
love that about the Olympics, once every four
years, so you best be ready. There are always
people who put up their hand and say, ‘I want
to win this’, and execute so well on race day.
It was great to be able to enjoy other athlete’s
success this time.

Beijing Update
Congratulations to our past Scholarship
holders Joe Ingles and Patrick Mills (Basketball),
Jessicah Schipper (Swimming) and Dani
Samuels (Athletics), as well as this year’s
recipients, Casey Eastham (Hockey), Kyle
Davis (Table Tennis), Meagen Nay (Swimming)
and Jack Bobridge (Cycling) in representing
Australia at the Beijing Olympics. What a
magnificent way to start their sporting careers
and a great stepping stone to London 2012.
Congratulations to current Scholarship
holders, Jack Bobridge and Josephine Tomic
on their selection in the Australian Cycling
Team for the Melbourne World Cup leg in late
November, 2008. Both are part of the next
generation of cycling stars beginning on the
long road to London 2012.

In all sports there were similar stories. Sally
McLennan, Matthew Mitchum, Steve Hooker,
Stephanie Rice, Emma Snowsill are a few we
all know about. Their performances so
motivating as to make the hair on the back of
your neck stand up. All performances that can
only inspire a real sense of ‘can do’ in those
who watch.
Nothing has really changed too much in
retirement, it is just a little different. Sport is
a wonderful thing no matter what side of the
fence you are on.

Mike Mckay OAM

Mike Mckay OAM

The ‘Birdsnest’ Stadium in Beijing

Members’ Happenings
A Race to Remember The Peter Norman Story
The ‘Black Power Salute’ by African American
athletes, Tommie Smith and John Carlos, will
always be remembered as a defining moment
of the 1968 Mexico City Olympic Games. As
‘the white guy on the podium’ that infamous
night, Peter Norman’s support of his fellow
athletes’ protest against racial discrimination
changed the rest of his life.
Despite being Australia’s most successful
Olympic male sprinter, his story and
achievements have been overshadowed by

a moment will go down in history as the
protest that rocked not only the Olympic
Movement, but the entire world.
To share and celebrate his amazing personal
and sporting history, co-authors, Damian
Johnstone and Matt Norman have written a
biography of Peter Norman’s life. A Race to
Remember explores the real story behind
Peter’s involvement in the famous protest and
delves into his life after the controversial event.

NSM Update
SAHOF has been made a permanent exhibition
within the Spirit of Sport gallery in the National
Sports Museum. The Sport Australia Hall of
Fame has been developed with two display
areas. The first of which recognises all our
Members, and their outstanding contribution to
sport, while the second commemorates those
who have been elevated to Legend status.

will be a positive contribution to the
‘Destination MCG’ strategy currently being
undertaken by the MCC.

Recently, to show their appreciation for the
role they have played in shaping the Australian
sporting landscape, the National Sports
Museum, generously provided all of our
members with a lifelong VIP Membership Card.
This honour has been well received by our
Members, who are pleased to lend their
support to the fantastic exhibition. On the day
of their induction, The National Sports
Museum invited the Hall of Fame’s 2008
Inductees to tour the gallery and take part in
unveiling their own commemorative plaques.

• Overall Experience: For 94% of visitors
the experience was either better than expected
(57%) or just as expected (37%), which is a
extremely positive result. In fact only 1% felt
that any improvement was needed.

The following are some of the conclusions
from the MCC Commissioned National Sports
Museum Survey July 2008.
The National Sports Museum (NSM) has
clearly been a very successful initiative and

• There is a very high level of satisfaction
amongst visitors, which is highlighted by their
feedback on the four key performance
indicators:

• Likelihood to recommend to others:
All visitors surveyed said that they would
recommend others to visit the NSM.
• Likelihood to revisit the NSM:
58% claimed that they would revisit the NSM
(though as a high proportion were either
Interstate (47%) or International visitors (26%)
this is not unexpected). In fact, while the
International visitors were more likely to say
they wouldn’t revisit, they only said they
probably would not; none said they definitely
would not!

• Value for Money: 81% of visitors felt that
the NSM was either excellent or very good
value for money (only 1% felt that it wasn’t).
• A wide variety of visitors have visited the
museum, with the majority being either
Interstate or International visitors – in fact
only 29% were from Victoria itself, which may
indicate that more awareness needs to
be generated.
• Interest in sport appears to be main reason
for visiting the museum, though interest in the
MCG itself is also a strong pull. It is viewed as
a family destination as 57% of those who
visited with their family said that they would
definitely do so again.
• Visitors have been extremely happy with the
layout, design, content of the museum and the
staff. Motor Sport, swimming/diving, soccer
and surfing would be the additional sports that
would be of most interest to be included in
the museum.

Ian Thorpe at the NSM

2008 SAHOF Inductees at the NSM

The Woodies

Members’ Happenings
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Money-Can’t-Buy Experience
Sydney Harbour Oct 2008
SAHOF’s much anticipated sailing experience
on Sydney Harbour with John Bertrand was
held recently, whereby our sponsors Australian
air Express invited their clients on the trip of a
lifetime. Our beverage sponsor Foster’s Group
also took part. Legendary swimmer John
Konrads assisted in playing host to the group.
Given it was an unexpectedly cool day in
Sydney (12°C) with a decent breeze, we were
relieved to be presented with fleecy-lined
waterproof jackets from AaE, particularly as the
wind picked up to around 30knots.
After our safety briefing, we climbed aboard the
two maxi yachts and cruised into the Harbour.
A brief squall hit with horizontal hail, so those
who weren’t already wet from the sea spray
were now soaked by Sydney weather.
Tacking in these conditions at the best of times
takes a little skill, control and balance without
ending up in the ‘drink’. Through all of this, the
cool, calm, collectedness of our Skipper (John
Bertrand), guaranteed our enjoyment.
The starting gun fired and we were racing.
Team A, skippered by John, won race 1,
Team B skippered by prominent Australian
Yachtsman Gary Geitz, won race 2, and race 3
was abandoned due to the weather not looking
like easing at all.
Once on dry land, we chatted about our
amazing day and how lucky we were to have
been treated by the added excitement of
the weather.
Thank you AaE

12

Money-Can’t-Buy Experience

SAHOF Snippets
SAHOF Congratulates Recent Appointments:

Andrew to ‘Gaze’ Over Merger & Olympic Teams

Brent Espeland for his appointment as Acting
Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Sports
Commission. Brent began with the ASC in 2001
as General Manager and has also held the role of
Director of Sport Performance and Development.
Brent joins the SAHOF Board as Executive
Director, replacing Mark Peters, the former CEO
of the ASC.

Noel Donaldson for his new role as Australian
Rowing Head Coach. Noel joined Rowing Australia
in 2004 as High Performance Director and
steps into his new position with great amounts
of expertise gained throughout his 20 year
coaching career.

Rick Charlesworth for his selection as Head
Coach of the Australian Men’s Hockey Team, the
Kookaburras. After coaching the Women’s
Hockeyroos from 1993-2000 to four Champions
Trophies, two World Cups and back-to-back
Olympic gold medals in Atlanta and Sydney, Rick
is more than qualified to lead the Kookaburras to
further success.

Lady Mayoress Wendy Cheng came away from
our Annual Dinner and Induction Ceremony with
more than just fond memories after winning the
auction to purchase the magnificent MercedezBenz CLC Evolution. Lorraine Long, daughter of
the late Bill Long, was the lucky bidder of our
second auction item, a stunning and unique
charcoal portrait of 2008 Legend of Australian
Sport, Bart Cummings. Their generous bids are
greatly appreciated, with all proceeds of the
auction going towards the Scholarship Program.

Winning Bids:

Andrew Gaze was part of the interim board
overseeing the merger of Basketball Australia and
the NBL. Andrew’s role was to provide the interim
board with the experience and knowledge needed
to bring about the sport’s much needed reform.
The work involved independently reviewing and
aligning basketball’s various organisations to
create a more streamlined structure for
basketball in Australia.
In addition, Andrew along with Andrew Vlahov and
Rachael Sporn will review the performances of
the Boomers and Opals at the recent Beijing
Olympics and make recommendations to
Basketball Australia on what is needed to win
gold in 2012 in London.

Cuthbert’s Therapy Centre
SAHOF Board Director, Nick Green for his
appointment as ‘chef de mission’ for the Olympic
Team in London in 2012, and for the first Youth
Olympics in Singapore in 2010, replacing AOC
President John Coates. Nick who is an AOC
Director and President of the VOC, has also been
appointed a Board Director of the Victorian Motor
Racing Championship, and took part in this year’s
Grand Prix after being offered a spot in the annual
celebrity race. Nick recently took up a position
with The Victorian Major Events Company as a
Group Manager- Acquisitions and Development.

A Tribute to the ‘Konrads Kids’:
In October John and Ilsa Konrads held a silent
auction of John’s medals, memorabilia, and
photos. Items were purchased by individual parties
on behalf of the National Sports Museum with the
aim of better preserving the ‘collection’ in the
museum and as such sharing John’s story of
success with Australians.

Betty Cuthbert’s brave fight against multiple
sclerosis and work to raise money for research
and assistance for suffers has been publicly
acknowledged with a therapy and education
centre being named in her honour. The centre, in
Blackburn, will provide people with MS access to
assistance and support.

SAHOF Snippets
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European Excursion

Members Named in Footy’s Top 10

China Bound!

Which Member has been snapped by
photographers sipping white wine while
surrounded by a posse of young ladies? That
would be Richie Benaud, who has been relaxing
in the Italian coastal town of Positano in the lead
up to the 2008-09 International Cricket season.

Sports journalist Mike Sheahan has named four of
our members in his list of Australia’s greatest
150 footballers. Leigh Matthews’ incredible 332
game career, including 915 goals, with Hawthorn
earned him second position, while Ted Whitten
was listed as third for his fantastic 19 year record
with Footscray. Former Geelong attacker,
Graham ‘Polly’ Farmer, was listed in eighth
position. Closely behind was Kevin Bartlett, with
his hunger for the ball resulting in being ranked in
ninth position.

Member and Board Director Lindsay Gaze is on
his way to China to coach Chinese Basketball
Association club Tianjin - the city of Tianjin is a
sister city of Melbourne. Lindsay will work as
head coach/adviser to a Chinese coach with
Tianjin, during the CBA season which runs from
November to March 2009. Lindsay will also be
involved in developing the junior players and the
club as a whole.

Tour of Champions
Former world no.1 Pat Rafter picked up his
racket again to play his first tournament singles
match in seven years. Pat took part in the
BlackRock Tour of Champions event in Graz,
Austria alongside other former tennis greats Pete
Sampras, Stefan Edberg and Thomas Muster. Pat
played his way through the event in fine form to
defeat Michael Stich in the Grand Final.

Melburnian of the Year
Congratulations to SAHOF Chairman John Bertrand
on his 2008 Melburnian of the Year Award. The
Olympic and World champion yachtsman was
selected for his tireless dedication to the welfare
of children through his work with the Alannah and
Madeline Foundation and to his commitment to
developing young sports people in his role as
Chairman of the Hall of Fame. The award winner
must be an inspirational role model who has made
an outstanding contribution to the city in their
chosen field, as well as contributed significantly to
the Melbourne community. Congratulations from
all at SAHOF.

SAHOF Member and former Wallabies captain Sir
Nicholas Shehadie was honoured with one of the
game’s highest accolades at the International Rugby
Boards awards held in London in late November.
Sir Nicholas who received the Vernon Pugh Award
for Distinguished Service to Rugby, is a most
respected figure within Rugby circles and is
acknowledged as a principal architect behind the
establishment of the Rugby World Cup. The judging
panel for this year’s awards was convened by
another SAHOF Member and Board Director, former
Wallabies captain, John Eales.
Rocket Rod to return
SAHOF Legend Rod Laver will return to the
Australian Open in January. Rod who lives in
California, will attend the second week of the
open. Such is Laver’s status in the tennis world
that Melbourne Park’s main arena is named after
the Queenslander who is the only player to have
twice won the Grand Slam of tennis.

16th General Assembly of the Asia Pacific
and Oceania Sports Assembly (APOSA).

New Thrills for Bradbury
Winter Olympic Gold Medallist Steven Bradbury
has a new sporting challenge. Steven, a
motorsport enthusiast, has signed a 2 year deal
to race V8 utes. After securing sponsorship with
Ideal Electrical this will be Steven’s first attempt
at racing tin tops.

Sir Nicholas honoured by IRB

The Hudsons
Hawthorn Legend Peter Hudson and son Paul
have recently taken on the Irish! Both are coaching
teams in the International Rules Wombat Tour.
Two teams of footballers aged 35 and over will
play against the Irish in Coolangatta and Melbourne.

General Member Garry Daly was recently
re-elected unopposed for the 16th consecutive
time as General Secretary of APOSA. Garry, a Life
Member of the organisation, who has now held the
position for 28 years, will also continue as
Honorary Treasurer.
Team Sport Australia Award

‘Lethal’ Honoured
Hall of Famer and AFL great Leigh Matthews, has
been named one of Queensland’s seven footballing
‘legends’ at the launch of the Queensland
Australian Football Hall of Fame. Matthew was
recognised for steering the Brisbane Lions to three
successive premierships in 2001, 2002 and 2003.
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Members Alan Whelpton and Alan Davidson
attended the NSW Rugby League Centenary
Kangaroos reunion at the SCG on October 4th and
presented the 2007 Team Sport Australia Award
to Wally Lewis, Captain of the 1986 Australian
Kangaroos Team. The Kangaroos were undefeated
and well deserving of this recognition.

Special Milestone Birthday Wishes to the following Members;
Neil Harvey MBE, John Kennedy (80); Tom Andrews OAM, Joyce Brown OAM, Rod Laver MBE,
John Monckton, Bob Skilton, Fred Stolle AO, Lorraine Thurlow (70); Malcolm Milne (60);
Simon Poidevin OAM (50); Trevor Hendy AM (40).

Rod Laver

Malcolm Milne

Bob Skilton

AGM Results
This years’ AGM, held at Crown Towers,
the venue for the Annual Dinner, was well
attended. Our Chairman reflected on highlights
for the year, including our brand exposure
to a wider audience as a result of our media
partnership with Fox Sports and News Ltd.

He also warned, financially SAHOF is facing
difficult times, given the loss of AaE as our
long term Principal Sponsor. Our marketing
partner, Spring Worldwide, is working hard
to replace AaE but with the current world
financial crisis we need to be patient.
Members’ benefits are a work-in-progress,

however we have had success, with tickets
being offered for Rugby, Netball and
Basketball events. The popular State Lunches
will again be run next year. Board Directors,
John Eales and Vicki Wilson, were returned
for another three year term, whilst Geoffrey
Henke was re-elected for a further two years.

Obituary
John Carew 27/8/1927 – 7/11/2008
Australia lost one of its greatest swimming
coaches with the death of John Carew in early
November, just four weeks after his induction into
the Hall of Fame.
The man who guided Kieran Perkins to two
Olympic gold medals and a host of other
championships was described by Swimming
Australia’s president David Urquart as a pioneer
in all forms of coaching. Perkins who was
coached by Carew from the age of nine said
“Everything I achieved I owe to Mr. Carew.
He not only made me the swimmer I was but
also the man I am today”.
John was awarded Coach of the Quadrennium for
1992-96 by the World Swimming Coaches
Association for not only his work with swimmers
but also for the advances he made in distance
swimming training. In his role as an Australian
coach at a number of Olympics, World
Championships, Commonwealth Games and Pan
Pacifics Games his approach to innovative
training programs certainly left a legacy to his
sport. John Carew will be remembered as one of
nature’s gentleman and a great Australian.

SAHOF Snippets/Birthdays/Obituary
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Diary Dates
State Lunch Dates
To be announced
2008 Dinner & Induction Ceremony
Thursday 8 October 2008
SAHOF closed
Tuesday 23 December – Monday 5 January

Board and Staff would like to thank all our Members, sponsors
and supporters for their fantastic contribution to SAHOF throughout
2008. We also take the opportunity to wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas, prosperous New Year and a safe holiday period.

SAHOF Board
Chairman John Bertrand AM
Ron Barassi AM
Robert de Castella MBE
John Eales AM
Brent Espeland (Acting CEO – ASC)
Lindsay Gaze OAM

2008 Scholarship Holders

Wayne Dunne, Todd Woodbridge, John Bertrand &
Mark Woodforde attend the SAHOF Dinner

Deb Carter & The Hon Kevin Rudd PM

Jeremy & Andrew Tibb with Stephanie Rice

Nicholas Green OAM
Geoffrey Henke AO
Karen Moras Stephenson
Michael Sparks
Vicki Wilson OAM
Ambassador Graeme Willersdorf
General Manager Robert Lay
Operations Manager
Maxine Corcoran

Selection Committee

2008 SAHOF Dinner - Crown Palladium Room

Chairman Robert de Castella MBE
John Bertrand AM
Raelene Boyle MBE

PO Box 6873, St Kilda Rd, Central Melbourne VIC 8008
Enquires T 03 9510 2066 E mail@sahof.org.au
F 03 9510 2110 www.sahof.org.au

Alan Davidson AM MBE
Harry Gordon CMG AM

Principal Sponsor

Roy Masters
Bruce McAvaney OAM
Karen Moras Stephenson
Alan Whelpton AM

Scholarship Committee
Chairman Vicki Wilson OAM
Coordinator Sue Stanley
Susan O’Neill OAM
Gillian Rolton OAM
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