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2013 winner.
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Chairman’s Message

When I look back over the past 12
months I am delighted with the progress
our organisation has made. We continue
to raise the bar with our Annual Induction
and Awards Gala Dinner and our
Scholarship and Mentoring Program is
delivering excellent results in helping
young Australians reach their potential.
As we know, our young are the future.
Our focus towards our youth is therefore
fundamentally important.
Our recent 29th Annual Induction and Awards
Gala Dinner was delivered in great style to a
sold-out audience. Corporate Australia and
our National Sporting Organisations now see
this event as not only the most prestigious
sporting awards ceremony in Australia but
the highest recognition for our nation’s
sporting achievements.
We captured the ‘Australian Spirit’ when
we celebrated the Induction of seven new
Members, Ted Harris AC, Victor Kovalenko
OAM, Clint Robinson OAM, Alyson Annan
OAM, Graham Lloyd, Stan Longinidis and
Ron Coote AM and welcomed them to the
SAHOF family, bringing our membership to
525. It was pleasing to add our first athlete
from the sport of martial arts (kick boxing)
to our membership.
Our mission statement includes exciting the
next generation of young Australians to reach
their potential both in sport and in life. Our
Scholarship and Mentoring Program is
doing just that with another 5 awarded
Scholarships for 2014, all deserving of the
opportunity of a lifetime to draw on the
experience and wisdom of our Members as
their mentors. This and our $5,000 grant and
the very generous Etihad Airways international
flight vouchers will help with valuable
competition and training experience.

This year the Board saw fit to acknowledge
the record breaking achievements of Black
Caviar and her connections with the very
prestigious ‘Spirit of Sport’ Award. This
award has only been awarded four times since
2005 and is kept exclusively for sporting
performances that are destined to be part
of Australian sporting history. I know you will
agree Black Caviar captured the hearts of
the nation and is deserving of this award.
Other highlights included the enshrinement
of three ‘Great Sporting Moments’ and
adding two more teams to ‘The Team Sport
Australia’ honour board at the National
Sports Museum.
In every sporting organisation sponsorship is
important to their future and here at SAHOF
we are very appreciation of our Major Sponsor
and Presenting Partner of our Awards Dinner
– Etihad Airways for their continuing support.
We value their support and we look forward
to this continuing well into the future.
To our Gold Partners, DrinkWise Australia and
the Australian Sports Commission we pass
on our appreciation of their support. The ASC
has increased their support of our Annual
Dinner for this and next year, for which we are
grateful. Our Silver sponsor Victoria University
have extended their sponsorship and plans are
in place to partner with them in presenting an
annual sport forum.
In my address at this year’s Dinner I opened
with the challenges sport faces now and in
the future;
“Australia has been rocked by drugs and
gambling in sport and indeed around the world
we have entered a world of professionalism
and big money. The game has changed.
This cuts to the core of our great country ...
because the DNA of Australia is pure sport.
Penalties and suspensions are one thing
that will continue but we need to educate
and continue to educate our young people.
Abraham Lincoln once said ‘Character is like a
tree and reputation is its shadow. Character is
the real thing; reputation is what we think it is.

Major Sponsor

major sponsor’s

message
The end of 2013 is now only weeks away
and what a spectacular year it has been.
Throughout the past 11 months Etihad
Airways has celebrated a multitude
of milestones and successes – among
the many - our partnership with Sport
Australia Hall of Fame.
Last month, Etihad Airways was honoured to
be the presenting partner for SAHOF’s 29th
Annual Induction and Awards Gala Dinner.
The evening was a truly memorable one – an
occasion to celebrate our sporting legends
and give our talented young athletes a helping
hand to become tomorrow’s champions.

Etihad Airways was pleased to present prizes
to the five worthy recipients of SAHOF’s
Mentoring and Scholarship Program. Each of
these talented young athletes was recognised
for their talents and achievements to date and
given a sponsorship grant, access to mentoring
from a SAHOF Member, and flights to any
destination on Etihad Airways’ global network.

These resources will enable the recipients to
hone their technical skills, accelerate their
personal development, and showcase their
talents on an international stage. I am confident
that each of these young men and women will
go on to become tomorrow’s champions and
the legends of our sporting future.

The 2013 Formula One Etihad Airways Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix was staged in Abu Dhabi in
early November and was the largest international
sporting event ever staged in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi. As the national airline of the United
Arab Emirates, we are delighted to have
played a key part in its promotion and success.

Becoming a champion is not something that
happens overnight. It takes talent, dedication
and a commitment to constantly improve your
performance and refine your skills.

Our growth plans are – as always – ambitious
and 2014 will bring some exciting new
developments for Australian travellers. We
plan to enhance our Diamond First and Pearl
Business Class offering in Australia by opening
luxurious new airport lounges in Sydney and
Melbourne, and will also bring our new Airbus
A380 suberjumbos to Sydney and Melbourne
around year’s end.

The same is true of our goal – to become the
world’s best airline. In the same way athletes
work towards a personal best, Etihad Airways
is focused on our own mission to be the
world’s best.
This year, our 10th anniversary of service, is
an opportunity to celebrate our achievements
to date.
Since commencing operations in 2003 - with
just one aircraft – Etihad Airways has focused
on developing a winning customer proposition,
delivering a guest experience that is best-in-class,
and operating a sustainably profitable business.
We have grown our fleet to 86 state-of-the-art
Airbus and Boeing aircraft - with more than
220 new aircraft on firm order. We offer an
extensive global network of 97 passenger and
cargo destinations. We have the distinction of
being the fastest growing full-service airline in
commercial aviation history.

We are excited by what the future holds and
look forward to another successful year in
2014. This includes our partnership with SAHOF
where our shared commitment to recognising
and supporting Australian sporting excellence
contributes to continuing success on the
global stage.

James Hogan
President and Chief Executive Officer
Etihad Airways

We have won numerous coveted awards and
accolades including ‘World’s Leading Airline’ for
the fourth consecutive year and we are proud
of our sponsorship portfolio that includes Etihad
Stadium in Melbourne, Sydney Opera House,
Manchester City Football Club and the Formula
One Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.

Major sponsor

Chairman’s message continued...
It is our responsibility to teach our young ones
strong moral character... concepts of right
from wrong.... strong moral courage ... values
of trust and integrity. Because the reality is if
they cheat, they will get caught and in many
cases destroy their young lives forever.”
SAHOF recognises we have a responsibility
here so we are working with Victoria University
to develop and present our first Forum in May

appropriately named “Integrity in Sport –
What Price Winning” which will feature a
select panel of experts debating the issues.
Details will be circulated soon.

I look forward to another positive year ahead
in 2014 and take this opportunity to wish you
and your families a very happy Christmas and
a prosperous new year.

Finally, I take this opportunity to thank the
Advisory Board, Board Directors, Selection
Committee, SAHOF staff and all our Sponsors
and Supporters. I particularly want to thank
the Melbourne Cricket Ground for their
generous provision of our office facilities at
the MCG.

John Bertrand AM
Chairman

major sponsor’s message
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‘Australian Spirit’

gala dinner 2013
Our 29th Annual Sport Australia Hall of
Fame Induction and Awards Gala Dinner
held on October 10 at the Palladium
at Crown Melbourne, and proudly
presented by Etihad Airways was a
resounding success.

The ‘Australian Spirit’ Dinner, proudly
presented by Etihad Airways, pays tribute to
Australia’s past and present sporting icons,
and is now widely regarded as Australia’s
most prestigious sporting award ceremony.
For the second year in a row, the event was
a sell-out with 1000 guests mingling with
Australia’s greatest ever sporting stars.
The ‘Green Carpet’ dazzled with the cream
of the crop including SAHOF ‘Legends’ Dawn
Fraser AO MBE, Ken Rosewall AM MBE,
John Landy AC CVO MBE, Marjorie
Jackson AC CVO MBE, John Raper MBE,
and Susie O’Neill OAM.
National heroes Robert de Castella MBE,
Johnny Famechon, Wally Lewis AM, Frank
Sedgeman AM and Steven Bradbury OAM
joined many of our Members.
The Members’ VIP Reception, preceding the
Dinner saw MC Liz Ellis AM introduce our
newest Inductees to their fellow Members
and our valued sponsors.
Along with the seven new Inductees, five
2014 SAHOF Scholarship and Mentoring
Program recipients were introduced and
congratulated on stage.
This is an extraordinary function and in
my opinion is by far the best sporting event
of the year.
- Michael Cobb, Blayney Chronicle
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gala dinner 2013

1

The Gala Dinner commenced with a rousing
rendition of the National Anthem performed
by Tim Campbell. Co-hosts Stephen Phillips
and Sarah Jones then led the guests on an
enthralling evening as presentations were
made to sporting stars past and present.
Highlights included the Induction of seven
new Members and the awarding of the
prestigious ‘The Don’ Award to champion
golfer, Adam Scott.
The evening concluded with the elevation of
John Bertrand AM as our 35th ‘Legend of
Australian Sport’ and the magical “on the
couch” interview with Bruce McAvaney OAM.
We have received an overwhelming response
from those who attended the Gala Dinner.
SAHOF would like to thank our Major Sponsor
Etihad Airways for their continued support
and we look forward to seeing you all next
year, October 9, for another spectacular event
and to celebrate our 30th Year.

4

2

Thank you … for a great night. I have
been a member of SAHOF since ‘88 and it’s
always been an honour and a pleasure to be
a part of.
- Brett Wing
Excellent. I believe the best so far.
- Alan Whelpton AO
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I’m always inspired by the Inductees
and newly announced Legend.
- Cathy Freeman OAM

The best yet, which is saying something.
- John Konrads

Please accept my congratulations on
the great job you, your staff and casual
contributors have done. You have set a new
benchmark that will be hard to match.
- Lindsay Gaze OAM

A fantastic evening filled with
nostalgia and memories.
- Leon Bignell MP,
Minister for Recreation and Sport SA

It is one of the best nights in sport.

(I most enjoyed) the opportunity to catch
up with such wonderful people who have all
done extraordinary achievements in sport.
- Glynis Nunn-Cearns OAM

Photo 1: SAHOF Members on parade.

- Kate Palmer, CEO Netball Australia

Photo 2: SAHOF Selection Committee Chair,
Rob de Castella MBE with wife Theresa.
Photo 3: 2013 Inductee Stan Longinidis with his mum,
Suzy and dad, Steve.

Everyone really enjoyed the Dinner.
- John Gillam,

Photo 4: 35th ‘Legend’ of Australian Sport
John Bertrand AM with Michael Venus VP, Global Corporate
Communications Etihad Airways and The Hon. Kevin
Andrews Federal Minister for Social Services.

Managing Director Bunnings Group

Photo 5: SAHOF Member Dawn Fraser AO MBE
with her family.
Photo 6: Co-Patron of SAHOF,
The Hon. Robert (Bob) Hawke AC.
Photo 7: The 2013 Inductees on stage.
Photo 8: Rod McCall, Susie O’Neill OAM,
John Eales AM, Liz Ellis and 2014 Scholarship
recipient Holly Ferling.
Photo 9: The 2014 SAHOF Scholarship & Mentoring
Program recipients on stage with Michael Venus VP,
Global Corporate Communications Etihad Airways and
Chair of the Scholarship committee Sue Stanley.
Photo 10: Glenys Famechon with her husband
John Famechon and fellow SAHOF Members
Rale Rasic OAM and John Konrads.
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Photo 11: 2013 ‘The Don’ Award Finalists;
Kate Campbell, Jessica Fox and Kim Crow.

Full gallery of photos available at: www.facebook.com/THESAHOF/photos_albums

gala dinner 2013

05

Major Sponsor

SAHOF Legends
Sir Donald Bradman AC
Dawn Fraser AO MBE
Sir Hubert Opperman OBE
Betty Cuthbert AM MBE
A. “Jock” Sturrock MBE
Evonne (Goolagong) Cawley AO MBE
Edgar “Dunc” Gray

the 2013 legend

john Bertrand AM
The classification of Legend in The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame is bestowed on those Members who have
distinguished themselves at the very highest level in
sport and in doing so have offered inspiration and
example to all Australians.
In 2013 John Bertrand AM was elevated to become the 35th Legend of Australian
Sport, joining our unique gallery of Champions.

E.J. “Ted” Whitten OAM
Shirley (Strickland)
De La Hunty AO MBE
Arthur “Scobie” Breasley AM
Reg Gasnier AM
Marjorie Jackson-Nelson AC CVO MBE
Shane Gould MBE
“Vic” Patrick OAM
Bill Roycroft OBE
Herb Elliott AC MBE
Walter Lindrum OBE
Margaret Court AO MBE
Murray Rose AM
Heather McKay AM MBE

Twenty six times other nations had tried and
failed, so all Australia was understandably
ecstatic. Yet like so many triumphs, the
foundations had been laid years before:
John Bertrand AM had demonstrated his
tactical skills with a bronze medal in the Finn
class at the 1976 Olympics and had spent
years working with designer Ben Lexcen,
owner Alan Bond and a hand-picked crew of
sailors to forge the boat and team that would
lift yachting’s ultimate prize in 1983. In San
Diego in 1995 he lost the right to challenge
again after his first-choice boat suffered
structural failure and the older replacement
vessel was defeated by New Zealand.

Peter Thomson AO CBE
Rod Laver MBE
Sir Jack Brabham AO OBE
Keith Miller MBE
John Landy AC CVO MBE
Ron Barassi AM
Greg Norman AC
Bart Cummings AM
Edwin Flack
Ken Rosewall AM MBE
John Raper MBE
Leigh Matthews
Catherine Freeman OAM
Susie O’Neill OAM
John Bertrand AM
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2013 legend / sahof legends

John Bertrand AM became an instant hero
the moment Australia II swept through
the wind shadow of rival Liberty off the shores
of Newport, Rhode Island, in September 1983
to wrest the America’s Cup from America for
the first time in 132 years.

His competitive edge still remains strong
however. In 2010 he won the World Etchells
class sailing championships and in 2012
was Chairman of Selectors for Australia’s
triumphant sailing team at the London
Olympics. He brings the same focus and
commitment to his current charitable work
as Chairman of The Alannah and Madeline
Foundation and to his role as Chairman of
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame and more
recently, President of Swimming Australia.

Major Sponsor

‘the don’ award 2013

adam scott
It is Bradman’s legendary inspiration to Australia as the ultimate example of
sportsmanship that makes him the ideal Patron of an Award to the athlete
who has through his or her example in sport, most inspired the nation.
‘The Don’ Award has become the ultimate recognition of this ideal and indeed the greatest
honour that could be bestowed upon an athlete during his or her competitive career.
Adam joined Australia’s sporting greats when,
showing nerves of steele won a sudden-death
playoff to become the first Australian to win
the converted US Masters.
What is remarkable about this achievement is
he is not only the first Australian to win the
Green Jacket but he bounced back from a
devastating loss, nine months earlier after
throwing away a four stroke lead with four
holes to play in the British Open.
Scott’s US Masters win places it right up there
Australian Great triumphs such as the Australia
11 wining the America’s Cup, Rod Laver’s
Grand Slam in the one year, Peter Thomson’s
five British Opens, Cadel Evans’ Tour de France
victory and the great Don Bradman’s many
batting records.

2013 ‘The Don’ Nominees
Cate Campbell
Swimming
Michael Clarke
Cricket
Kurt Fearnley OAM
Athletics / Wheelchair Marathons
Jessica Fox
Canoeing / Kayaking
Kim Crow
Rowing
Casey Stoner AM
Moto GP

spirit of sport

award

The ‘Spirit of Sport’ Award
was introduced in 2005
to acknowledge sporting
performances that capture
the hearts of the Nation.
The award is not meant to
be an annual award but
is given at the discretion
of The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame Board for a
performance / event that
is very special and destined
to be part of Australian
Sporting History.

black caviAr
We acknowledge the record breaking
achievement of Black Caviar and her
connections for lighting up the hearts of the
nation. Between 2009 and 2013 the horse a
nation came to love as “Nellie” strung together
an unbeaten run of 25 victories, including 15
group one races and amassing $7,953,936
in prize money. With her connections, trainer
Peter Moody, Jockey Luke Nolen, Strapper
Donna Fisher and owners Mr Peter Werrett,
Pam and Barry Hawks, Colin and Jannene
Madden, David and Jill Taylor and Gary and
Kerrin Wilkie, Black Caviar shared her amazing
success with all Australians. She packed
racetracks around the nation, had us dizzy with
delight at her international success and left
the sport of kings as the “Queen of the track”.

2013 ‘the don’ / spirit of sport award
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2013

inductees
Membership of the Sport Australia Hall of Fame is limited exclusively to the top echelon of
Australian athletes who have all achieved excellence at the highest level of their sport, and
to those who have shown outstanding achievements in roles supportive to sports participants.

Albert (Ted) Harris AC

Victor Kovalenko OAM

Graeme Lloyd

Alyson Annan OAM

Sport Administration & Media

Coach - Sailing

Baseball

Hockey

Harris began his career as a
commentator on Radio 2GB and
went on to shape sport for all
Australians. His passion for a
range of sports made him an ideal
first Chairman of the Australian
Sports Commission. He was a
Director of the Sydney Olympic
Bid Committee and Chairman of
the Building Committee.

Ukraine born sailor and coach
Kovalenko’s greatest impact on
the yachting world came when
he moved to Australia in 1997.
As head coach of the 470 class
teams he has guided Australians
to 40 international medals,
seven of them Olympic Gold.
His contribution to the sport was
rewarded in 2012 with the Order
of Australia Medal (OAM).

After representing Australia at junior
and senior level Lloyd joined the
Milwaukee Brewers in 1993 then
spent a decade playing Major League
with a number of clubs. Lloyd’s place
in baseball history was sealed when
he pitched 5.2 scoreless innings
to ensure the New York Yankees
victory in The World Series. He was
with the Yankees again in 1998 when
they repeated the victory. Since
returning to Australia he has been
an unstinting and successful coach.

Annan was a pivotal force in
Australian women’s hockey global
dominance for almost a decade.
These included five Champions
Trophies between 1993 and 1999,
two World Cups (1994 and 1998)
and two Olympic gold medals
(1996 and 2000). She was leading
goal scorer at Atlanta Olympics
and at the World Cup in 1998.
She represented Australia 228
times and her 166 career goals
for Australia remain unmatched.

Ronald Coote AM

Clint Robinson OAM

Stan Longinidis

Australian Rugby League

Canoeing, Kayaking
& Life Saving

Kickboxing

Six Premierships, nine Grand Finals,
23 Test and World Cup caps and 259
League games are surely enough to
earn Coote his place among Australia’s
sports greats. Widely regarded as
one of the great lock-forwards of all
time, although many former players
and officials will remember his efforts
in setting up the ‘Men of League’
organisation. He was inducted into
Rugby League’s Hall of Fame in 2005.
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With 36 national titles Robinson is the
most successful competitor in Australian
Surf Life Saving History. However, his
feats in the canoe and kayak could
overshadow this; five Olympics and
three World Championships where he
captured Olympic gold (1992), silver
(2004) and bronze (1996) and mounted
the podium five times between 1991 and
1995 to claim one gold, two silver and
a bronze World Championship medal.

Stan “the Man” Longinidis was the
perfect hero for Australian Kickboxing.
From 1989 when he became US
Heavyweight Champion to 1998 when
he won the last of his World titles,
Longinidis won world titles in three
styles and three weight divisions. He
was crowned by the King of Thailand
when he became the first Westerner to
win the Muay Thai title in 1996 and given
a lifetime achievement award in France
in 2000 for his contribution to the sport.

Major Sponsor

great sporting

moments
Throughout our nation’s history there have been many outstanding sporting moments
that collectively contribute a significant thread to the Australian sporting tapestry.
Three ‘Great Sporting Moments’ are ‘Enshrined’ into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.

Sydney wins the right
to host the 2000 Games

Steven Bradbury wins
gold at salt lake city

On September 23 1993, the International
Olympic Committee met to decide which
city would host the 2000 Games. After
Manchester dropped out, Sydney won the
final cut-throat contest with Beijing by just
two votes. As IOC President Juan Antonio
Samaranch announced the victory it was
4.27am in the new host city and a raucous
camaraderie bonded people gathered in
Circular Quay. The Games were coming.

Bradbury won Australia’s first-ever Winter
Olympic gold medal with his victory in the
1000 metres short-track speed skating final
at the 2002 Winter Games in Salt Lake
City. The gold medal came after three rounds
of racing in which his competitors stumbled,
fell and were disqualified around him, causing
him to be dubbed “the Accidental Hero”.

Women’s water polo
team’s historic victory
in last moments
As the two countries campaigning for the
admittance of the sport, it was appropriate
that Australia and the US contested the final
at the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. With 1.2
seconds to play, Yvette Higgins unleashed
an incredible long range shot, through the
hands of US defenders into the back of the
net. A short-lived protest followed and then
it was official; Australia had beaten its
powerful rival 4-3.

team sport
australia

award

This year, we salute again
the skill and commitment
of the sportsmen and
sportswomen who have so
often and so successfully
taken Australia to the
top of the international
ladder through their
abilities to deliver
winning team results.

The 2011 Queensland State of
Origin Rugby League Football Team

The 1971 Australian Men’s
World Championship Squash Team

In the 2011 State of Origin series, the
Queensland team made history by stretching
its winning streak to a record six successive
titles. Queensland had won the first match,
in Brisbane, 16-12, and NSW the second, in
Sydney, 18-8. The decider was won in Brisbane,
34-24. Queensland hooker Cameron Smith
was awarded the Wally Lewis Medal as player
of the series and the team was coached by
superstar, Mal Meninga.

The late 1960’s to early 1970’s was a golden
age for the sport of squash in Australia. The
1971 Men’s team, made up of Ken Hiscoe
(captain), Richard Carter, Geoff Hunt and Cam
Nancarrow, established themselves as the
greatest the nation has produced for the sport
by dominating world squash for five years.
They won a record three World Championships
--- 1967 (Australia), 1969 (England) and 1971
(New Zealand).

great sporting moments / team sport australia award
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2014 scholarship &

mentoring program
To help young Australians reach the highest level of their sport, our Scholarship
program, now in its eighth year, provides encouragement and funding over 12 months
to young Australians.
More importantly, it provides unrivalled access to and mentoring from SAHOF Members
– surely no greater way to inspire young sports people to fulfill their potential.

Maddison Elliott

Holly Ferling

Swimming – NSW

Cricket – QLD

Mentor – Layne Beachley

Mentor – Kieren Perkins OAM

After qualifying for the Australian Short Course
Championships at age 10, Elliott came under
the watchful eye of Coach Brendan Keogh
who saw she had huge potential to one day
represent Australia.

In her debut domestic season (2012-13)
Ferling earned a place in the Women’s National
Cricket League 50-over Team of the Year.
She was then named in the squad for the
ICC Women’s World Cup in India in 2013.

In 2012 she qualified for the London Paralympic
trials and successfully made the team.
Competing at the Paralympics at only 13, it
was to be a learning experience to prepare
for Rio 2016, Elliott had other ideas. She
qualified for every final, achieving personal best
times in every race and winning 1 silver and 2
bronze medals in her freestyle events. Elliot
became Australia’s youngest gold medallist
with a record breaking win in the women’s
4x100m freestyle. Recently at the IPC World
Championships she came home a dual World
Champion with 2 gold and 1 silver medal.

As a 17-year-old she broke onto the
international scene, taking 2-10 from three
overs in Australia’s opening match. Ferling
was one of the fastest bowlers, clocked
at 110-120km/h and went on to take nine
wickets and was named 12th man in the Team
of the Tournament. Ferling made her Test
debut against England in the 2013 Women’s
Ashes Series. In that same series she also
went on to play her international T20 debut.
She dismissed the English captain Charlotte
Edwards 3 times.

Aaron Nottle

BMX Racing – WA

Mentor – Liane Tooth OAM
Nottle has been riding BMX for 13 years which
has taken him all over Australia and the World.
He is the current Australian Junior Elite BMX
Champion. His other achievements include;
2009 13-boys National Champion and World
#3, 2012 National Champion 16-boys and
again in 2013 National Champion Junior Elite,
his first year in the Junior Elite class.
He obtained his coaching accreditation and
enjoys coaching younger riders. He has even
travelled to Darwin to share his knowledge.
Aaron plans to make his International World
Cup debut in 2014 and attend the World
Championships to gain experience and exposure
before moving up to the Senior Elite ranks in
2015. He also plans to compete at all the
National Series rounds, National Championships
and hopes to retain as many of his 2013 Titles
as possible. Nottle recently won the Santini
Junior Male BMX Cyclist of the Year Award at
the Cycling Australia Awards.
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Madelaine Leydin

Gymnastics – VIC

Mentor – Susie O’Neill OAM
Having debuted new skills and increasing
her standard of difficulty at the 2013 Victorian
Championships Leydin was regarded as a
medal contender for the 2013 Australian
Gymnastics Championships. Proving her
supporters correct, she took out the prestigious
Senior All-Around National Champion crown.
Leydin was a member of the Victorian team
who won the gold medal in the Team event
and in the individual events won bronze in the
Apparatus finals on both Floor and Beam.
Representing Australia at the 2011
Commonwealth Youth Games Leydin finished
9th in the All Around event and brought home
the bronze medal in the Team final. In 2012,
Leydin was selected to represent Australia,
finishing 14th in the All Around event at the
Gymnix International in Canada as well as at
the Pacific Rim Championships in the USA.

L-R: SAHOF 2014 Scholarship Recipients,
Maddison Elliott, Holly Ferling, Aaron Nottle,
Madelaine Leydin and Deanna Lockett.

Deanna Lockett

Speed Skating – VIC

Mentor – Steven Bradbury OAM
After first stepping onto the ice at the age
of 8, in Brisbane, Lockett went to weekly
sessions and began to love going fast. Her
parents then decided to take her to a speed
skating session. Lockett progressed through
the age divisions winning national titles from
9-years old. In 2010 the National Program
moved to Melbourne. Due to Lockett’s
enthusiasm and commitment, her family made
the huge decision to move from Brisbane to
Melbourne. Lockett changed from a club
skater to an international athlete, making her
international debut in 2012, at just 15 years
old. In Lockett’s first ever World Cup she came
11th in the 1500m making the B-final. In the
2013 season Lockett had two A-final top 5
performances in the 1500m & 1000m, as well
as a World Junior bronze medal.

Major sponsor

Major Sponsor

Program Supporter

2014 scholarship & mentoring program

Major Sponsor

News from

the National Sports Museum
This year the National Sports Museum
has presented a number of world-class
exhibitions and displays showcasing the
great moments, people and events in
Australia’s sporting history.
As our cricketers pulled on their baggy greens
to represent Australia in the Ashes in July, the
NSM unveiled a rare and valuable collection of
artefacts illustrating the evolution of green and
gold as Australia’s national sporting colours.
On display until April 20, 2014, More than
Green and Gold: Australia’s Sporting Colours
captures the historical journey of ‘green and
gold’, from nineteenth century experiments
with the national colour palette through to the
contemporary use of the colours to define
the broader Australian identity.
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“The exhibition’s opening coincided with
the Ashes taking place in England and the
exhibition’s run will continue as the second of
2013’s two Ashes series comes to the MCG
in December,” said National Sports Museum
Curator, Helen Walpole.
“There have been some fascinating colour
choices over the years. The exhibition includes
what we think is the oldest piece of Australian
team uniform still in existence – a pink and
black striped sash from the Australian
cricketers of 1880.
“Anyone who thinks the combination of green
and gold is unfashionable should definitely take
a look at this piece of sartorial sporting history.”
In September we celebrated 30 years since
the green and gold boxing kangaroo received
national and international prominence when
it served as the symbol for the successful
Australian challenge for the America’s Cup
in 1983.
More than Green and Gold marks this
anniversary by featuring one of the original
boxing kangaroo banners (from the Western
Australian Museum), as well as the infamous
boxing kangaroo dress worn by Barry
Humphries’ character, Dame Edna Everage
(from the Arts Centre, Melbourne).
As skipper of the victorious Australia II,
John Bertrand AM was instrumental in the
transition of the green and gold from the
sporting field into the broader social domain.
“The green and gold boxing kangaroo was our
America’s Cup ‘battle flag’,” said Bertrand.

2

3

“Its red gloves were a symbol for aggression,
its pumped up chest embodied the pride of
our nation and, of course, the green and gold
represented our national sporting colours.”
Other museum highlights include a display
to celebrate the achievements of champion
Australian racehorse Black Caviar and a new
showcase in the Champions Gallery which
pays tribute to the Wirths’ Whip tradition
featuring five of the famous whips.
On Sunday, November 17, the Melbourne
Cricket Club (MCC) provided free admission
into the National Sports Museum for all
visitors, as a one-off to celebrate the 175th
anniversary of the MCC. The Open Day was
a great success with thousands of visitors
making their way through the museum.
The NSM is located at Gate 3, at the MCG
and is open daily from 10am (check www.
nsm.org.au for details). SAHOF Members
and Legends should bring their NSM
VIP card to gain free admission. Lost
cards can be replaced – please contact
Abbie Northwood on (03) 9657 5556 or
by email: abbien@mcc.org.au.

4

SILVER PARTNER
Photo 1: The 2013 Inductees and Legend John Bertrand AM
Photo 2: John Bertrand AM with the iconic boxing kangaroo.
Photo 3: Alyson Annan OAM unvails her Members panel.
Photo 4: Some of the classic green and gold memorabilia on
display at the NSM.

news from the nsm

11

Major Sponsor

Challenging the culture of

irresponsible drinking
What is Australia’s culture when it comes
to drinking alcohol? While research tells
us that the majority of Australians
continue to drink in a responsible and
moderate way, the media is often
saturated with stories of alcohol-fuelled
violence, intoxicated young people at
schoolies week and sports stars caught
up in alcohol binges. Clearly some
elements of our culture need changing.
One of the strongest aspects of Australia’s
culture is our link to sport. It remains a key
element in how many Australians define the
uniqueness of being Australian - with values,
symbols and rituals all encompassed in our
sporting lives - from school sport to the local
sporting club, right through to our state and
national teams.
At the community level, sport is a strong
part of the social fabric across our schools,
neighbourhoods and towns. At a broader level,
sport has defined our national identity - and
our reputation as avid spectators across all
sports is well known.
In this context, it’s not surprising that a
relationship between alcohol and sport exists.
Alcohol has typically been part of celebrating
wins and commiserating loses with individuals
and teams coming together under the
grandstand after a match to shake hands,
share a drink and reflect on the contest.

1
On another front, SAHOF Chairman,
John Bertrand AM, has recently spoken
to grandparents, via the DrinkWise website,
about the ever-increasing role they play in
influencing and shaping the attitudes and
beliefs of their grandchildren.

In the coming months, DrinkWise will launch
new campaigns and initiatives aimed at
promoting responsible drinking with a focus on
the culture of sport prominent amongst these.

DrinkWise Australia recognises sport as an
ideal vehicle to promote our key messages
of being responsible when consuming alcohol
and, for parents and influential older adults,
to be mindful when drinking in front of
younger Australians.
To that end, some recent initiatives DrinkWise
has used include having SAHOF Member,
Rob de Castella MBE, promote a safer
schoolies week by encouraging parents to
talk with their children prior to attending
end of Year 12 school activities and setting
expectations around their alcohol consumption.

For DrinkWise, we believe the focus should
be on changing Australia’s drinking culture
to a healthier and safer one by educating
and encouraging all Australians to take
responsibility for their drinking and their actions.
To date, we’ve played a part in starting a
national conversation about how we want to
see ourselves and this journey continues.

Photo 1: SAHOF Member and Drinkwise
Ambassador Robert de Castella MBE
Photo 2: SAHOF Member and Drinkwise
Ambassador John Bertrand AM

2
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Sporting partnerships bring success at

Victoria University
Through dynamic partnerships with some
of Australia’s most prominent sporting
institutions and practitioners, Victoria
University has cemented its place as one
of Australia’s leading sport universities.
Victoria University Basketball Academy
VU has teamed up with Australian basketball
greats Andrew Gaze AM and Nigel Purchase
to launch the VU Basketball Academy. From
2014, the Academy will be offering a Diploma
of Sport Development with a Basketball
option, giving student athletes the opportunity
to reach their sporting and academic potential
and graduate career ready.
Students will benefit from state-of-the-art
sporting facilities, extensive sporting networks
and cutting-edge course materials and training
informed by the latest in sports science.
Directed by basketball legend and VU
alumnus, Andrew Gaze AM, the coaching
team will provide students with the chance to
be the best on-court players they can be.
“The curriculum has been designed by leading
VU sports science specialists, and taps into
my forty years of basketball experience,”
says Gaze. “The coaching staff and I bring a
passion and expertise that will provide both
practical and theoretical teaching of the game.”
Nurturing future AFL champions
Victoria University recently lent its world-class
sport research facilities to test and train 30 of
the country’s most promising AFL draft picks
as part of its partnership with the AFL.
The talented 17-year-olds were selected from
more than 6000 aspiring Aussie Rules players
from around the country to participate in the
AIS-AFL Academy during the 2014 season. The
Academy enhances the sporting, personal and
educational opportunities of the young players.
James Veale, AFL Academies High Performance
Manager, says the partnership has significant
benefits for the AFL, the players and VU.
“VU is invaluable to have as a connection; it’s a
win-win partnership,” says Veale. “We get access
to these state-of-the-art facilities where players
and coaches build athlete profiles on their
strengths and areas of development need, while
VU researchers access our results for use in
their studies in sport and exercise science.”

Bona Fide Champions
– Victoria University Sport Dinner
VU’s City Flinders Campus was the venue for
the first annual Victoria University Sport Dinner,
with special guest David Parkin OAM. David
spoke with great passion about the importance
of encouraging elite athletes to continue their
education and pursue interests outside their
sport. The entertaining night also celebrated the
achievements of VU alumni and VU Sport Hall
of Fame inductees Tony Dodemaide, Andrew
Gaze AM , Mike McKay OAM and Larry
Sengstock, each of whom provided an insight
into their time studying at VU while juggling the
competing demands of an elite athlete.
VU’s commitment to support aspiring athletes
is demonstrated through its new Sport
Scholarships Program and its leading role in
the Elite Athlete Friendly University Program.
“Training for an Ironman Triathlon is
time-consuming and expensive,” says student
athlete Gregory Farrell. “But VU’s support
has allowed me to chase my sporting
dreams while continuing my Bachelor of Laws
without stress. It is an invaluable program and
creates long-lasting bonds between student
and university.”

SAHOF Chairman John Bertrand AM
Awarded Honorary Degree from VU
In recognition of his outstanding
achievement in the field of international
yachting, his broad ranging contribution
to Australian sport and his commitment
to the protection of children through his
leadership of the Alannah and Madeline
Children’s Foundation, Bertrand was
admitted to the degree of Doctor of
the University, honoris causa.

Photo above: Greg Farrell, International Triathlete
and VU law student.
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sydney etihad airways

‘inspire the nation’ function
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
(SAHOF), in partnership with our Major
Sponsor Etihad Airways, hosted a
spectacular event at the Sydney Opera
House in November this year.
The ‘Inspire the Nation’ cocktail function was
an exclusive event for Etihad clients and
guests. Luisa Pastrello, Etihad Airways
General Manager Australia and New Zealand,
welcomed all to celebrate Etihad Airways’
10th birthday and the newly announced
partnership with the Sydney Opera House
as well as their partnership with SAHOF.
1

SAHOF Chairman John Bertrand AM joined
Luisa in welcoming guests and introduced
our distinguished SAHOF Members in
attendance - Michael Cleary AO, John
Coates AC , Alan Davidson AM MBE ,
Elizabeth Ellis OAM, Dawn Fraser AO MBE,
Nick Farr-Jones AM, Adam Gilchrist AM,
Grant Hackett OAM, Victor Kovalenko OAM,
Louise Sauvage OAM, Debbie Watson OAM,
Alan Whelpton AO.
Master of Ceremony, netball superstar Liz Ellis,
extracted the ‘off the record’ stories from our
special guest speakers, Dawn Fraser AO MBE,
Nick Farr-Jones AM and Adam Gilchrist AM.
The night was an entertaining collaboration
from SAHOF and Etihad Airways and we will
continue to produce similar functions in the
New Year.

2

We would like to thank all guests who
attended the function in Sydney, also to our
venue hosts and Matt Moran and Peter Sullivan’s
Aria Catering, who provided outstanding
hospitality for the evening.
Photo 1: SAHOF Chairman John Bertrand
AM, Luisa Pastrello Etihad Airways GM
Australian and New Zealand, Dawn Fraser
AO MBE and Adam Gilchrist AM.
Photo 2: SAHOF Members
Photo 3: Etihad Airways Crew
Photo 4: MC Liz Ellis with Panel of
Nick Farr-Jones AM, Dawn Fraser AO MBE
and Adam Gilchrist AM
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SNIPPETS
Mal Meninga AM set to be
immortalised with statue

Members’ Honoured by their Sport
Marjorie Jackson AC CVO MBE
(Inducted into International Association
of Athlete Federations Hall of Fame)

SAHOF Member Mal Meninga will join fellow
rugby league greats and SAHOF Members
Wally Lewis and Arthur Beetson, when he is
immortalised with a bronze statue at Suncorp
Stadium. Meninga will be honoured for his
“outstanding contribution to Queensland as
both a player and coach.”

George Gregan OAM
(Inducted into International
Rugby Board Hall of Fame)
David Campese AM (Inducted into
International Rugby Board Hall of Fame)
Ken Catchpole OAM (Inducted into
International Rugby Board Hall of Fame)

Caroline Buchanan wins AIS and
Cycling Australia Awards

ABC’s Australian Story features ‘Legends’
Greg Norman AC and Murray Rose AM

John Thornett MBE (Inducted into
International Rugby Board Hall of Fame)

Past Scholarship Recipient Caroline Buchanan
has won the AIS Athlete of the Year as well as
Cycling Australia’s Sir Hubert Opperman Medal
for Cyclist of the Year, Female Elite Mountain
Bike Cyclist of the Year, Female Elite BMX
Cyclist of the Year and SBS People’s Choice
Cyclist of the Year.

Australian Story has covered two ‘Legends’
with a two-part story. Both stories are
available on the Australian Story website.

Mark Ella AM (Inducted into
International Rugby Board Hall of Fame)
Shane Warne (Inducted into
International Cricket Council Hall of Fame)
Grant Hackett OAM (Inducted into
International Swimming Hall of Fame)
Jeff Fenech (Elevated to ‘Legend’
in Australian Boxing Hall of Fame)
Harry Gordon CMG AM (Enshrined into
Victorian Media Hall of Fame)

Liz Ellis OAM
(Inducted into NSW Netball Hall of Fame)

Ric Charlesworth AM
(Elevated to Legend status Western
Australia Institute of Sport Hall of Fame)
Member Book Releases
Leigh Matthews – ‘Accept the Challenge’
John Bertrand AM – Relaunch of ‘Born to Win’
Dawn Fraser AO MBE – ‘What I learned Along
the Way’
Congratulations on Appointments
John Coates AC – Vice President,
International Olympic Committee
John Bertrand AM – President,
Swimming Australia
Petria Thomas OAM – National Training
Centre and Network Support Manager,
Swimming Australia

Australian senior member of the International
Olympic Committee (IOC), Kevan Gosper has
been awarded the Olympic Order. The IOC
paid tribute to Gosper for his 36 years of
commitment to the Olympic Movement.
Edwin Flack Honoured

Stuart Tinney OAM
(Inducted into NSW Hall of Champions)

Joyce Lester OAM (Inducted as
a ‘Legend’ into Softball Queensland)

Kevan Gosper AO awarded the
Olympic Order

Madam Tussauds Sydney
launches wax figure of McGrath

Edwin Flack (1873-1935) has been
commemorated with a bronze statue depicting
his athletic achievements as the Athens Olympics
in 1896. The statue has been erected at
Edwin Flack Park; Melbourne Grammar
School’s sporting grounds in Port Melbourne.

The wax figure of SAHOF Member, Glenn
McGrath AM was revealed in Sydney at the
end of July. McGrath was the winner of the
Australian public vote on which sporting hero
they would like to see immortalised in wax.
Arthur Tunstall OBE steps down
from ACGA NSW Division
After 24 years as Chairman/President of the
Australian Commonwealth Games Association
NSW Division and a staggering total of 48
years on the Division Executive Committee,
Arthur Tunstall has resigned from the
position of President. Congratulations Arthur,
we applaud you for all you years of
commitment and hard work!

The Australia II 30 Year Celebration Lunch
On September 26th the Lunch held in Sydney
marked and celebrated the 30th anniversary
of the Australia 11 victory. The assembly of
the crew as well as syndicate Chair Alan Bond,
the Prime Minister of the day The Hon. Robert
‘Bob’ Hawke and a room full of guests enjoyed
hearing tales surrounding the crew and the
victory, as well as sharing a few laughs. The
lunch raised $15,000 towards The SAHOF
Scholarship & Mentoring Program.

sahof snippets
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Patron in Chief
The Hon. Tony Abbott

Co-Patrons
The Hon. Robert (Bob) Hawke AC
The Hon. John Howard OM, AC, SSI

SAHOF Board

Christmas Wish
The Board and Staff at SAHOF would like to genuinely
thank all Members, Sponsors and Supporters for their
continued support helping make 2013 an extremely
successful year for the team at SAHOF. We wish you all a
very Merry Christmas, prosperous New Year and a safe
holiday period.

Chairman John Bertrand AM
Layne Beachley
Robert de Castella MBE
Graham Fredericks
Lindsay Gaze OAM
Geoffrey Henke AO
Simon Hollingsworth
The Hon. Rod Kemp
Michael McKay OAM

Diary Dates
SAHOF Office Closed
Monday 23rd December - Friday 10th January

Scholarship & Mentoring Program
Application Closing Date
5pm, Friday 18th July, 2014

Kieren Perkins OAM

The 30th Annual Induction and Awards Gala Dinner

Elizabeth Proust AO

Thursday 9th October, 2014 - Palladium at Crown, Melbourne

James Tomkins OAM
Vicki Wilson OAM
Ambassador Graeme Willersdorf
General Manager Robert Lay

Advisory Board
Sir Rod Eddington AO
GOLD PARTNERS

Don Argus AC
John Eales AM
David Mortimer AO

Selection Committee
Chairman Robert de Castella MBE

SILVER PARTNERS

BRONZE PARTNERS

John Bertrand AM
Raelene Boyle AM MBE
Alan Davidson AM MBE
Harry Gordon CMG AM
Roy Masters

SUPPORTERS & SUPPLIERS

Bruce McAvaney OAM
Michael McKay OAM
Louise Sauvage OAM
Alan Whelpton AO

Scholarship Committee
Sue Stanley

Tania Sullivan

Robert Lay

Lauren Hill

Enquires:
PO Box 173 East Melbourne VIC 8002
T 03 9510 2066 F 03 9510 2110
E admin@sahof.org.au
www.sahof.org.au

Staff
General Manager Robert Lay
Operations Manager Tania Sullivan
Administration and Communications
Coordinator Lauren Hill
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