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an official Legend, Wally is a man with great
dignity, heart and passion.
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The bar was raised yet again at the sold-out
annual Induction and Awards Gala Dinner,
proudly presented by Etihad Airways. Over
1100 guests from around the country, including
50 national and state sporting organisations
and 100 of our Members were in attendance.
The success of the evening reinforces why this
event is widely recognised as Australian Sport’s
“night of nights”.
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2016 has been an outstanding year filled
with remarkable achievements. With our
Gala Dinner reaching new heights to the
exclusive Australian Spirit Luncheon that
opened new doors for us in Sydney, the
message was clear – The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame continues to enhance the
way in which our country’s rich sporting
history is preserved.
It is with great honour that I welcome Prime
Minister, The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP to The
Sport Australia Hall of Fame, as Patron in Chief.
Prime Minister Turnbull joins Co Patrons The
Hon. Robert (Bob) Hawke AC and
The Hon. John Howard OM AC.
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To excite the next generation of Australians to
achieve their potential in both sport and life, we
must first preserve and celebrate the history
of Australian Sport. The Induction of eight new
Members into Australia’s “premier sporting
team” each year enables us to continue this
critical preservation.
In 2016, we welcomed a further six Athlete
Members and two General Members, who’s
dedication, persistence and excellence has
earned them their place as Members into
this unique organisation. Jack Newton OAM
(Golf Administration), The Hon Bob Ellicott QC
(Administration), Harry Wells (Rugby League),
Sharelle McMahon (Netball), Kristy Ellis AM
(Surf Life Saving), Malcolm Page OAM (Sailing),
Emma Carney (Triathlon) and Libby Trickett OAM
(Swimming) now take us to 549 Members – a
cavalcade of our nation’s finest sporting people.
After 29 years of Membership, Wally Lewis AM
has become just the third rugby league player
to be recognised as an “Official Legend of
Australian Sport” when he was named the
38th Legend of Australia Sport at the Gala
Dinner in October. An immortal, a king and now
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chairman’s message

Michelle Payne was crowned the winner of
the 2016 “The Don” Award for her historical
Melbourne Cup victory in 2015, riding Prince
of Penzance. In a time when women’s sport is
on the rise, her unforgettable win was all too
fitting. The eight nominees for “The Don” truly
epitomised the essence of the Award that is
regarded as the highest honour that can be
bestowed on a contemporary athlete or team.
While women took on the world in sport, so too
did one particular coach, who etched a moment
into Australia’s sporting history. The “Spirit
of Sport” Award acknowledges extraordinary
sporting achievements and performances
that capture the hearts of the nation; Luke
Beveridge, coach of the premiership winning
Western Bulldogs football team, took to the
podium after the team’s win, and ended his
speech with a remarkable gesture. Removing
his own Jock McHale premiership medallion,
Beveridge invited injured skipper Bob Murphy to
the stage handed over the Jock McHale medal
and said “this is yours mate, you deserve this
more than anyone”.
Five junior athletes and five outstanding
Members of the Hall of Fame, paired together
for twelve months – the foundations of a unique
program that includes mentoring, financial
support, (Etihad) air travel and guidance. I
am, of course, talking about our Scholarship
and Mentoring Program – a program that is
designed to assist talented young athletes to
reach their full potential in both sport and life.
We welcomed five impressive young Australians
into the 2017 Program. This is an opportunity
of a lifetime. My sincerest thanks to all of our
Mentors, past and present for their commitment
to this hugely beneficial program.
Next year’s Induction and Awards Gala Dinner will
be held on Thursday 12 October, at Palladium
at Crown in Melbourne. With the event selling
out for the last five years, I encourage you to
book early. If you would like to confirm your
table ahead of bookings opening in July, please
contact the office to go onto the priority listing.
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share, was voted Australasia’s Leading
Airport Lounge at the 23rd Annual World
Travel Awards.
Like the sportsmen and women we celebrate
through The Sport Australia Hall of Fame,
we owe these achievements to a focus on
winning, underpinned by an unwavering
commitment to innovation and service
excellence and the goal of sustainable growth.

sponsor’s

message
The festive season reminds us 2016 is
coming to a close and what a fast-paced
and eventful year it has been. Yet, despite
the challenges of the aviation industry,
this has been a winning year for the
airline.
We have enjoyed some great successes
throughout 2016. Among them, being named
Airline of the Year 2016 by the prestigious
US-based industry publication Air Transport
World and receiving a Five-Star Airline rating
from Skytrax, the most coveted quality
standard in the airline industry.
Here in Australia, we launched daily Airbus
A380 services to Melbourne and Boeing
787 Dreamliner services to Perth, offering
travellers the luxury and comfort of our newest
and most technologically advanced aircraft
from all four Australian gateways. We also
expanded our collection of world-class airport
lounges with a new Premium Lounge
at Melbourne Airport, which, I’m proud to

Looking ahead to 2017, plans are underway
for more great celebrations in both the
business and partnership arena, which we
hope will enhance the flying experience and
enrich the diverse Australian communities
where our guests and employees live, work
and play.
On the hospitality front, you will find us in the
company of some of Australia’s acclaimed
chefs at Taste festivals in Sydney, Melbourne
and Perth promoting our unique approach
to hospitality and world-class food and
beverage offering. In April, we will fly the
world’s most highly acclaimed chefs and food
media to Melbourne for The World’s 50 Best
Restaurants Awards, a celebration of the best
of global gastronomy.
In May and October, we will strengthen the
historical bond between flying and fashion
with vibrant activations at major Australian
fashion events, showcasing the style,
creativity and innovation for which the airline
is world-acclaimed.

thousands of football fans during the 2017
AFL season and provide a stage for some of
the biggest names in popular music and other
forms of entertainment.
If soccer is your favourite code, please
get behind the men and women of our team
– Melbourne City Football Club – for the
remainder of the 2016/17 season, and
come back for more when the 2017/18
A-League season kicks off in the third quarter
of next year.
If travel is on your agenda, we offer a
compelling proposition: the comfort and luxury
of a modern fleet; the vast reach of our global
network; the hospitality of our multi-national
staff and crew; an award-winning loyalty
programme, Etihad Guest; and a range of
competitive airfares.
We hope to welcome you on board in 2017.
Best wishes for a safe and happy
festive season.

James Hogan
President and Chief Executive Officer
Etihad Aviation Group

Our partnerships with Melbourne Recital
Centre and Sydney Opera House will offer
lovers of the performing arts a range of
cultural programming and entertainment to
suit every family, age and taste. While Etihad
Stadium will open its gates to hundreds of

Chairman’s message continued...

Etihad Airways are our major sponsor and it is
this long term relationship that we are extremely
proud. We extend our appreciation to President
and Chief Executive Officer, Etihad Aviation
Group, James Hogan and his fantastic team.
Etihad again won “World’s Leading Airline” at the
World Travel Awards. This is the 8th time in a
row. Incredible accolade for a great company.
Our thanks also to our partners; Crown Larger,
SME 360, the Australian Sports Commission,
Channel Seven Melbourne, NewsCorp Australia,
Victoria University, DrinkWise Australia, and the
National Sport Museum, and to all of our valued
supporters and suppliers.

To our Advisory Board, Board Directors,
Selection Committee and Members, thank
you for another successful year. To Bob Lay,
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame’s General
Manager who is retiring at the end of this
year, my personal thanks and congratulations
on your eleven years of contribution to the
Hall of Fame. During his position as General
Manager, Bob has led the organisation with
great professionalism and an unwavering
level of integrity and dedication. Warmest
congratulations to current Operations Manager
Tania Sullivan, who has accepted the role
of incoming CEO in the New Year. Tania is a
natural choice for the role, and her values and
principles perfectly align with the Hall of Fame.
We will be opening recruitment for an

Operations Manager in January and working
exclusively with Sportspeople to find a suitable
candidate. Please contact Sportspeople for
further information.
I wish you all a safe a happy festive season and
look forward to seeing you in the New Year.
Go Australia!

John Bertrand AO
Chairman
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame

sponsor’s message
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GALA DINNER 2016
The 32nd Sport Australia Hall of Fame
Induction and Awards Gala Dinner,
held in Melbourne in October, has firmly
positioned itself as Australian sport’s
“night of nights”. With over 1,100 guests, a
record for the event, Crown Palladium
was lit up with Australia’s finest sporting
heroes. Proudly presented by major sponsor,
Etihad Airways, the Gala Dinner has now
reached its fifth consecutive year of obtaining
“sold-out” status.
The “Champions of our Nation” Gala
Dinner pays tribute to Australia’s past and
present sporting icons, and is widely

regarded as Australia’s most prestigious sporting
award ceremony.
The Members’ VIP Reception, preceding the
Dinner, saw Selection Committee Chairman,
Robert de Castella AO MBE introduce our
newest Inductees to their fellow Members and
our valued sponsors.
The program for the Gala Dinner was
led by co-hosts Sandy Roberts and Stephanie
Brantz, who captivated guests throughout the
evening and recognised sporting stars past
and present.
Highlights included the Induction of eight new
Members, announcing the winner of the

prestigious ‘The Don’ Award to jockey Michelle
Payne and presenting the ’Spirit of Sport’ Award
to Luke Beveridge of the Western Bulldogs
Football Club.
The evening concluded with the elevation of
Wally Lewis AM to “Official 38th Legend of
Australian Sport”.
As anticipated, the event was an outstanding
success and all those in attendance thoroughly
enjoyed their evening. Thank you to our major
sponsor Etihad Airways for their continued
support. We look forward to seeing you all next
year, Thursday October 12, for yet another
spectacular event.
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To view full gallery visit: www.facebook.com/THESAHOF Videos of the event are located at: www.vimeo.com/sahof

Photo 1:
Member Geoff Henke and
		
wife Gweneth
Photo 2:
President and CEO Etihad Aviation
		
Group, James Hogan
Photo 3:
Legend Dawn Fraser, with grandson
		
Jackson and daughter Dawn
		Lorraine
Photo 4:
MCs Sandy Roberts and
		
Stephanie Brantz
Photo 5:
Member Ian Healy and son Tom
Photo 6:
Member Robert de Castella
Photo 7:
Member Lisa Curry with fiancé Mark
Photo 8:
Curtis McGrath and Dylan Alcott
		
with their partners Rachel and Kate
Photo 9:
MC Sandy Roberts congratulating
		
2016 Legend Wally Lewis
Photo 10: MC Sandy Roberts with
		
Dana Beveridge
Photo 11: 2016 Inductee Kristy Ellis and
		
husband Luke
Photo 12: Guests attending the Members’
		
VIP Function
Photo 13: Chairman John Bertrand and 2016
		
Inductee Emma Carney
Photo 14: ‘The Don’ Finalist Ellia Green, Dylan
		
Alcott (right) and girlfriend
		
Kate (middle)
Photo 15: Legend Dawn Fraser presenting
		
2016 Inductee Libby Trickett with
		
her medal
Photo 16: ‘The Don’ Winner Michelle Payne
		
with Greta Bradman
Photo 17: Members Laurie Lawrence and
		
Jon Sieben
Photo 18: Members Bob Dwyer, Tim Horan
		
and John Eales
Photo 19: Michael Johnson, Senior Manager
		
Sponsorships, Etihad Airways and
		
Michael Green, CEO Etihad Stadium
Photo 20: The Hon. John Howard
Photo 21: Members of the Hall of Fame
Photo 22: Wonder women - Members of the
		
Hall of Fame
Photo 23: ‘The Don’ Finalists Michelle Payne
		
(winner), Curtis McGrath and
		
Dylan Alcott
Photo 24: Member Ian Thorpe
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“PASSING OF THE BATON”
Bob Lay am to retire - Tania Sullivan announced as chief executive officer
of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
The Board of The Sport Australia Hall of
Fame extends its gratitude to General
Manager Robert (Bob) Lay AM who will
retire at the end of 2016 and warmly
congratulates Operations Manager, Tania
Sullivan, who will take on the role of Chief
Executive Officer in 2017.
As a nation that is passionate and proud of its
sporting success, The Sport Australia Hall of
Fame serves an essential role in ensuring
current and future generations understand,
appreciate and celebrate our sporting
heritage. For the past 11 years, during his
position as General Manager, Bob has led the
organisation with great professionalism and an
unwavering level of integrity and dedication.
Chairman John Bertrand AO said “Bob took the
Hall of Fame to new heights and leaves behind
an incredible legacy. It must be recognised
that throughout Bob’s outstanding contribution,
he has always performed above and beyond
the call of duty”.
He added that Tania Sullivan is a natural
choice for the role, saying “her values and
principles perfectly align with The Sport
Australia Hall of Fame - rarely does one
come across someone so dedicated and
committed and we have certainly found that
person in Tania”.
Bob’s enormous 50+ year career in the
sporting industry was honoured with him being
announced as a Member of the Order of
Australia (AM) in the 2015 Australia Day
Honours listing for his significant service to
sports administration and athletics through a
range of executive positions, and to the
community in general.
“The Sport Australia Hall of Fame has been a
remarkable journey for me” Bob said, “from
the staff who have worked alongside me, to
the Board directors and Members, I have
been very fortunate to be involved in an
organisation that holds such a special place in
our nation’s heart”.

The end of an era: Outgoing General Manager Bob Lay AM, The Sport Australia Hall of Fame’s first female
Inductee Dawn Fraser AO MBE and incoming CEO Tania Sullivan

Bob, who is looking forward to retirement,
said “I am so pleased to be leaving the
organisation in such great shape. I wish
Tania all the very best and I know she will
excel as CEO”.
Tania joined the Hall of Fame in 2012 following
a 15 year career with the Australian Olympic
Committee and the Australian Commonwealth
Games Association, where she served as
Executive Director of the WA branches
for 11 years. During her tenure she played a
major role in driving significant organisational
change and was instrumental in delivering to
the National Olympic & Commonwealth
Games Team Appeals over $2.5 million in
fundraising revenue.
Tania, who commenced her employment in the
sports industry in 1984 has spent much of her
career working within the elite Alumni of sport,
with a particular focus on heritage and legacy.
“I am very humbled and incredibly proud;
career wise, this is a pinnacle role for me”
Tania said of her appointment.
“It will be a great honour to lead our small
team and work hand in hand with our
inspirational Membership and high

profile Board in our custodial role. I am a
passionate advocate for preserving and
celebrating the history of Australian sport and
importantly ensuring we are leveraging it to
excite the next generation and the broader
community” she confirmed.
Tania paid tribute to Bob, thanking him for his
leadership, friendship and legacy, adding
“Bob’s hard work and clear direction over
the past 11 years has paved the way for
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame to now be
regarded as the most prestigious sporting
organisation in this country. It has been a
great privilege to work with Bob over
many years, as he is one of the best in the
business and without doubt the nicest too. I
look forward to building on these foundations”.
The Board and staff congratulate both
Bob and Tania as they embark on a new
chapter in their journey and we wish them
all the very best.
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame will be
recruiting for an Operations Manager to
commence in the New Year. Details will be
available via www.sportspeople.com.au

“Passing of the Baton”
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SAHOF legends
Sir Donald Bradman

AC

Dawn Fraser AO MBE
Sir Hubert Opperman

OBE

Betty Cuthbert AM MBE
A. “Jock” Sturrock

MBE

Evonne (Goolagong) Cawley AO MBE
Edgar “Dunc” Gray
E.J. “Ted” Whitten OAM
Shirley (Strickland)
De La Hunty AO MBE
Arthur “Scobie” Breasley AM
Reg Gasnier

AM

Marjorie Jackson-Nelson AC CVO MBE
Shane Gould

MBE

“Vic” Patrick OAM
Bill Roycroft

OBE

Herb Elliott AC MBE
Walter Lindrum

OBE

Margaret Court AO MBE
Murray Rose

AM

Heather McKay AM MBE
Peter Thomson

AO CBE

Rod Laver MBE
Sir Jack Brabham

AO OBE

Keith Miller MBE
John Landy

AC CVO MBE

Ron Barassi AM
Greg Norman

AC

Bart Cummings AM
Edwin Flack
Ken Rosewall AM MBE
John Raper

Leigh Matthews
OAM

Susie O’Neill OAM
John Bertrand

AO

John Newcombe AO OBE
Anne Sargeant

OAM

Wally Lewis AM
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WALLY LEWIS AM
the classification of legend in the sport australia
hall of fame is bestowed on those members who have
distinguished themselves at the very highest level in
sport and in doing so have offered inspiration and
example to all australians.
Wally Lewis is known as ‘The King’ and
the ‘Emperor of Lang Park’ and he can
now add another title – Legend of
Australian sport.
Just the third rugby league player to become
a Sport Australia Hall of Fame Legend,
Lewis joins John Raper (2010) and Reg
Gasnier (1995) in the pantheon of Australian
sporting greats.
Lewis said he was “bewildered” to learn of his
elevation to legend status.
“You just don’t regard yourself as being in the
same class or category as the people that you
admired throughout your sporting days when
you were watching them.”
Lewis paid tribute to his father, a former
first-grade coach who spent hours with a
young Wally teaching him the nuances of
the game.
“Dad used to say to me – son if you are trying
to learn how to play rugby league - these are
the things you’ve got to do - you’ve got to
tackle as good as Johnny Raper - and I played
in the same position as John as a lock forward
in my early days. That’s what Johnny Raper
does, he runs across and cover defends in his
tackles, dad would say.”
“He had three rules - make sure you head is in
the right spot, your eyes were always open
and your arms are wrapped around the
tackle,” Lewis recalled.
Despite the length and achievements during
his career, Lewis said there were three
moments that stood out.

MBE

Catherine Freeman

THE 2016 LEGEND

2016 legend / sahof legends

“My first-grade debut - getting a start in the big
time,” Lewis said.
“The first time I was picked to play for
Queensland was something that was
unbelievable and then playing against NSW in
an Origin match.”
“And when I was named captain of Australia.
That was probably the moment that was
the biggest of all. When I got picked to

play for Australia I was overjoyed but to be
named captain.”
“I remember standing at the SCG, we were
playing France and I led the team out onto
the field and we stood in a semi-circle facing
the main grandstand when the national
anthems were played. I remember looking up
into the grandstand and seeing my dad.
It was pretty obvious that he was wiping the
tears away from his eyes. I said to mum after
the game, what was that going on with dad?
Mum said he was crying. Dad said ‘I was not’,
it was just dusty!”
“That to me was a real indication that all the
things I wanted to repay him for, that was a
great way to do it as it was obvious what it
meant to him that day to have his son running
out as Australian captain,” Lewis said.
A Kangaroos captain and State of Origin hero,
Lewis is remembered for his ability to control
a game, conjure tries from the inconceivable,
inspire his teammates, frustrate the opposition
and infuriate opposing fans with a passing
game that redefined the sport.
By the end of his career, even those in New
South Wales agreed that Wally Lewis was
‘The King’.
Wally Lewis was inducted into The Sport
Australia Hall of Fame in 1987 as an athlete
member for his contribution to the sport of
rugby league and is now elevated to the status
of Legend of Australian sport.

MAJOR SPONSOR

‘THE DON’ AWARD 2016

MICHELLE PAYNE
it is sir donald bradman’s legendary inspiration to australia as the ultimate example
of sportsmanship, that makes him the ideal patron of an award to the athlete or team
who has, through their example in sport, most inspired the nation.

From the moment Michelle Payne
crossed the finish line of the 2015
Melbourne Cup aboard Prince of
Penzance, Australia rose to salute the
first female jockey to win the race that
stops the nation.
And when Michelle told the doubters to
“get stuffed” in her post-race interviews –
a nation cheered.
And whilst all the nominees produced
incredible feats, becoming the first female
jockey in the Melbourne Cup’s 155-year history
to win the race was judged first past the post
in most inspiring a nation and with it the
2016 ‘The Don’ Award.
Payne said it was an “incredible honour,
unbelievable really” to win the award adding
that everything that’s taken place since she
crossed the line on the first Tuesday in
November has been amazing.
“I could never have believed everything that
has happened since the race, absolutely not in
my wildest dreams. It was very much a life
changing race,” Payne said
It hasn’t all been smooth sailing though, with a
heavy race fall in Mildura in May providing a
significant reality check and the “toughest
challenge of her life”.
“It’s definitely changed my views on life since
winning the Melbourne Cup and then going
through what I did with the fall.”
“I’ve always been grateful for any luck I’ve had

but I think now, more than ever, I am just
happy to be healthy and doing what I love.
Anything from now is a bonus.”
In a sport renowned for its male dominance,
Payne overcame numerous barriers to
become a leading jockey and with it a role
model for females within the racing fraternity
and the broader community. Her brother
Steven, who has Down syndrome, was the
strapper and played a big role in Prince of
Penzance’s preparation for the race. Together
they touched the hearts of all Australians.

Matthew Mitcham OAM (2009),
Glenn McGrath AM, Shane Warne (2007),
Alisa Camplin (2002), Cathy Freeman OAM
(2000) and Ian Thorpe AM in 1999.

2016 ‘The Don’
Nominees
Dylan Alcott
Tennis

OAM

Kim Brennan
Rowing

Payne said Stevie, who shared the winning
moment on Cup day and during the recent
AFL Grand Final parade, continues to enjoy the
experiences that winning the Melbourne Cup
has provided.

Kyle Chalmers
Swimming

“Stevie is happy whatever happens. He has
handled the change to his life well.”

Curtis McGrath
Canoeing

Named after the inaugural Legend elevated in
the Sport Australia Hall of Fame – Sir Donald
Bradman AC – ‘The Don’ Award is regarded
as the highest individual honour that can be
bestowed on a current Australian athlete,
and is awarded to a sportsperson who,
through their achievements and example
over the last 12 months, is considered to
have most inspired the nation.
Former winners of the award which
commenced in 1998 include last year’s winner
Jason Day, Sally Pearson (2014, 2012), Adam
Scott (2013) Cadel Evans OAM (2011), Lydia
Lassila OAM (2010), Steve Hooker (2008, 2009),

Anna Meares
Cycling
Michelle Payne
Horse Racing
Rugby 7s Australian
Women’s Olympic Team
Rugby Union
Johnathan Thurston
Rugby League

2016 ‘The Don’
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THE 2016

INDUCTEES
Membership of the sport australia hall of fame is limited exclusively to the top
echelon of australian athletes who have all achieved excellence at the highest level
of their sport, and to those who have shown outstanding achievements in roles
supportive to sports participants.
This year, eight new Members were Inducted and welcomed into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame, bringing the total Membership to 549.

2016 Inductees congratulated by Selection Chairman Robert de Castella

Emma Carney
Triathlon
Emma Carney was a
trailblazer in triathlon, taking
the sport to new levels of
speed, power and athleticism.
Carney raced her first
triathlon in 1993 and
competed in her first
international triathlon at the
world championships in 1994,
a race she won by a record margin.
During 1995, 96 and 97 Carney won all but three races as she dominated
the sport. An International Triathlon Union and Triathlon Australia Hall of
Fame Inductee, Carney ended her career as a two-time world champion,
three-time world number one and nine-time Australian triathlon champion.
Carney was forced to retire, in 2004, when she was diagnosed with a
serious heart condition.

10

2016 inductees

The Hon.
Robert
Ellicott QC
Administration - General
Throughout a long,
distinguished career The Hon
Robert James Ellicott QC has
made a substantial
contribution to the
development, integrity and
professionalism of sport and
the sports law industry in Australia. A former Commonwealth Solicitor
General and Minister for Home Affairs in the Fraser Government,
Ellicott was largely responsible for the establishment of the Australian
Institute of Sport.
A long standing member of the IAAF Arbitration Panel he has been a
member of the Court of Arbitration for Sport including as a member of the
CAS ad hoc Divisions for multiple Olympic Games and as a Judge of the
Oceania Division. In 2006 he was awarded an Order of Merit by the
Australian Olympic Committee.

MAJOR SPONSOR

Kristy Ellis AM
Surf Life Saving
One of Australia’s most
decorated lifesavers,
Kristy Ellis AM (nee Munroe)
won state, national and
world championship
ironwoman crowns all before her 21st birthday.
In a professional career spanning 11 years, Ellis was the first female to
captain an Australian surf lifesaving team, to a World Titles event, a dual
world champion in the ironwoman, board and ski events, a nine-time
national champion, and a member of eight Australian representative
teams, with two as captain.

Sharelle
McMahon
Netball
Sharelle McMahon was
one of Australia’s most
successful and enduring
netballers. Making her debut
for the Australian Diamonds in
1998 she was the youngest
member of the team that won gold at Kuala Lumper Commonwealth
Games in 1998. In total, McMahon won two gold and two silver medals
across four Commonwealth Games.

Her feats earned her Induction into both the International and Australian
Life Saving Halls of Fame and a Member of the Order of Australia (AM)
medal for her services to surf life saving.

She carried the flag for Australia at the Delhi Games, was a part of three
Netball World Cup teams for two wins and played for Australia 118 times,
12 of those as captain in an international career spanning 14 years.
She finished with 2,520 international goals at an average of just over
21 per Test.

jack
newton oam

malcolm
page oam

Golf - General

Sailing

Jack Newton OAM was one of
Australia’s most successful
players in the 1970’s and
early 80’s with wins in major
tournaments. But life changed
forever in 1983 when he was
severely injured by a propeller
of a light aircraft losing his right arm and eye and suffering life threatening
injuries. Following a prolonged rehabilitation he returned to golf, first as a
competent one-armed player and later as a respected television
commentator, news reporter and course designer.

A dual gold medallist and
seven-time world champion,
Malcolm Page OAM is
Australia’s most successful
Olympic sailor.

In 1986 he established the Jack Newton Junior Golf Foundation
introducing thousands of young boys and girls to the game he loves.
Through events such as the Jack Newton Celebrity Classic, he has raised
millions of dollars not only for junior golf but also for diabetes.

The Australian sailing team captain from 2005 to 2012, he was the only
Australian athlete to defend an Olympic title at the London Games, this
time with Mathew Belcher, and was chosen to carry the Australian flag at
the closing ceremony.

lisbeth
trickett oam

harry wells

Swimming

In the 1950’s and 60’s Harry
Wells played 29 tests for
Australia in a career that saw
the dashing centre play for
NSW, South Sydney and the
Western Suburbs club teams
in addition to representation
at three World Cups for the
Kangaroos. He played in the 1951
Sydney premiership winning side with South Sydney and captained the
Western Suburbs ‘Magpies’ in the 1958 Grand Final against the St
George ‘Dragons’.

As Libby Lenton, she burst on
the scene in 2003 when she
won her first National title,
breaking the Australian record
in the 50m freestyle. That
same year in her international
debut in Indianapolis, she won
both the 50 and 100m breaking her own Australian record to become the
first Australian women to crack the 25 second barrier.
Throughout her glittering career Trickett (nee Lenton) was a multiple world
record holder and medal winning machine who collected 24 gold medals
on the international stage across Olympic, Commonwealth Games and
World Championships events. With eight long course and seven short
course world titles, five Commonwealth Games and four Olympic gold
medals, Trickett won gold medals at three consectutive Olympics.

Page learnt his craft growing
up on Sydney Harbour and went on to dominate the men’s 470 class for
almost a decade. From 2004 to 2007 he teamed up with Nathan Wilmot
to win four consecutive World titles before the pair claimed gold at the
2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.

Rugby League

Wells was named in both the Western Suburbs ‘Team of the Century’ and
the Australian Team of the 50’s. He was inducted into The Australian
Rugby League Hall of Fame and in 2008 was named as one of Australia’s
100 greatest players.

2016 inductees
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2017 SCHOLARSHIP &

MENTORING PROGRAM
By recognising our great sporting accomplishments and traditions, the sport
australia hall of fame seeks to excite the next generation of young australians to
achieve their potential in both sport and life. to help young australians reach the
highest level of their sport, our scholarship program, now in its tenth year, provides
encouragement and funding over 12 months to young australians.
Five young athletes met their Mentors on the day of the Dinner and were presented with
their Scholarships and Etihad Airways airfare by Sue Stanley, Chair of the Scholarship
and Mentoring Program and James Hogan, President and Chief Executive Officer, Etihad
Aviation Group

Kailani Craine

Four Continents Championships 13th Place

Figure Skating

Mentor Nestle Torun Cup Poland 5th Place
National Championships 1st Place Senior Ladies
Ice Challenge Austria 7th Place
Four Continents Championships 12th Place

Elloise Devlin

QLD State Young Riders Championships, U25 Big Tour Champion

Equestrian

Australian National Championships CDI-Y (16-21) Champion

MENTOR - KERRI POTTHARST OAM

Equestrian Queensland Young Athlete of the Year
Member of the National Youth Dressage squad for the past 2 years
Dietmar Specht recipient, 2 consecutive years

MENTOR - KIEREN PERKINS OAM

Caleb Grotheus

125cc: 1st Place MX Australian Nationals Rising Star Rookie

Motocross

125cc: Overall 5th place, FIM Junior Motocross World Championships, Russia
125cc: 2nd Place Australian Junior Championship
85cc: 1st Place Australia Junior MX Championship (Coolum, Queensland)
85cc: 2nd Place FIM Junior MX World Championship (Belgium)

MENTOR - STAN LONGINIDIS

Amanda Reid

Silver Medal & Paralympic Games Record, Women’s C1-2-3 500m Time Trial, Rio

Cycling

10th place, 20km Road Time Trial- C1-C3, Rio Paralympics
Silver medal & Australian record, 500m Time Trial C2 UCI World
Cycling Championships, Italy
Gold medal & Australian record 500m Time Trial C2 Australian
Para-cycling Championships
Gold medal & Australian record 3000m Pursuit, C2 Australian
Para-cycling Championships

Bradley
Woodward

Australian Open Lifesaving Team, World Lifesaving Championships

Swimming- Life Saving

Australian 16yrs backstroke champion, 100m & 200m

MENTOR - LOUISE SUAVAGE OAM

World Junior record, 100m rescue medley
7x gold medals, Australian Pool Rescue Championships
Youth Commonwealth Games team, Samoa

MENTOR - CLINT ROBINSON OAM
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VALE

“SPIRIT OF SPORT”
AWARD 2016

The Board, Members and Staff of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame extend our deepest
sympathies to the family, friends and colleagues of our esteemed Members and Legends
of Australian Sport who have passed away recently.

LUKE
BEVERIDGE
The “spirit of sport” award
was introduced in 2005 to
acknowledge sporting
performances that capture
the hearts of the nation.

Deirdre Hyland am

Barry Rodgers

Administration - Netball

Surf Life Saving

03. 06.1936 - 29.05.2016

07.08.1941 - 07.06.2016

Netball’s groundbreaking administrator who’s
legacy has paved the way for many female
administrators.

The ‘Gladiator of the surf’ whose
accomplishments in Surf Life Saving will see
him remembered by all.

When the Western Bulldogs broke a
62-year premiership drought, injury
forced club captain and spiritual
leader Robert Murphy to watch from
the coach’s box.
Amid wild celebrations, and after the 22
competing players received their premiership
medallions, Bulldogs coach Luke Beveridge
took to the podium, ending his speech with a
remarkable gesture.
Removing his own premiership medallion,
Beveridge invited the wounded skipper to the
stage with the words “This is yours mate, you
deserve this more than anyone.”

Forbes Carlile mbe

Alan Trengove

Coach (Swimming)

Media

03.06.1921 - 02.08.2016

01.07.1929 - 08.09.2016

One of our nation’s most successful
swimming coaches who impacted many of
our Olympic Swimmers.

One of Australia’s most respected sport
writers covering many sports, particularly
golf and tennis, over a dynamic career.

Peter Johnson
Rugby Union
13.09.1936 - 12.07.2016
Wallabies player of 42 tests, 3
of those as captain, has left
an indelible contribution to
rugby scrum techniques.

Bernard ‘midget’
Farrelly

Beveridge’s actions will go into sporting
folklore and added a remarkable full stop to an
historic day in Australian football.
The ‘Spirit of Sport’ Award acknowledges
extraordinary sporting achievements and
performances that capture the hearts of the
nation. When The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
introduced the award it was not intended to be
given annually but to be granted, at the
Board’s discretion, for a performance that is
very special and destined to be part of
Australian sporting history.

Norman ‘nugget’
May am

Surfing

Media

13.09.1944 - 07.08.2016

14.02.1928 – 11.09.2016

A true Australian icon and
pioneer of surfing who
became a role model for
aspiring surfers.

The voice of sport in a career
over 35 years, covering 11
Olympic and Commonwealth
games each.

Luke’s wife, Dana, accepted the award on Luke’s
behalf, from Member Leigh Matthews, who put the
Jock McHale Medal around Luke’s neck on grand
final day.

sahof vale / spirit of sport

13

MAJOR SPONSOR

NEWS FROM

THE NATIONAL SPORTS MUSEUM
In the NSM’s central orientation space, the new
exhibit Prince of Penzance: Racing into History
allows visitors to re-live the magic moment that
Michelle Payne became the first female jockey
to win the Melbourne Cup, aboard the 100-1
outsider Prince of Penzance.

The MCG and National Sports Museum
(NSM) have had a blockbuster year of
events and activities, with widespread
sporting excitement from the Rio
Olympics and Paralympics, a starstudded International Champions Cup,
an historic AFL Grand Final result and
much more!
Tapping into the nation’s Olympic fever, the
National Sports Museum in conjunction with the
Victorian Olympic Council presented a special
school education program, Celebrating the
Games at the ‘G.
Over the course of the year more than
10,000 students visited the MCG for an
experience which included meeting an
Australian Olympian, touring the stadium,
visiting the museum and enjoying the
Game On! gallery with their school mates.
The National Sports Museum again experienced
an influx of visitors during the AFL Grand Final
week celebrations, with local and interstate
football fans making the pilgrimage to the
iconic MCG. Activity in the NSM culminated on
Sunday 2 October, when more than 1,800
visitors made their way through the museum as
a part of the annual MCG Open Day festivities.
Also in October the museum was proud to once
again host the official plaque unveilings for the
eight champion athletes and sporting officials
who were inducted into the Sport Australia Hall
of Fame. The newest inductees feature in the
Spirit of Sport gallery and receive VIP status,
allowing them a lifetime of free admission to the
museum and MCG tours.
As Melbourne’s spring racing carnival reached
its peak, the National Sports Museum, in
partnership with the Australian Racing Museum,
unveiled two new exhibitions celebrating the
significant achievements and contributions
made by women in racing.
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news from the nsm

Featuring a number of fantastic objects
including the strappers bib worn by Stevie
Payne on Melbourne Cup day and the
2015 Emirates Melbourne Cup trophy
itself, the exhibit will remain on display until
February 2017.

1

In addition, Women in Racing is a new
permanent exhibit in the Champions Gallery
which pays tribute to the women who
challenged convention and the social
mores of their time to follow their passion
in thoroughbred horse racing, and features
items including the helmet and riding
boot worn by Michelle Payne during the
2015 Melbourne Cup.

2

Speaking about the two new displays, Michelle
Payne, who was recently presented with the
SAHOF’s prestigious ‘The Don’ award,
said she was thrilled to be able to share her
cup victory and also be a part of shining a
spotlight on some of the racing industry’s
pioneering females.
While the MCG turns into a hive of cricket
activity over the coming months, the National
Sports Museum will be busy preparing for
another bumper year of sporting events –
spanning everything from cricket and cycling
to rugby and rowing.

3

“Regardless of what sport you follow there
are sure to be plenty of fantastic new things to
see and do at the museum over the coming
year,” said National Sports Museum Manager
Jed Smith.
“Melbourne is truly a sporting city and there is
no better place to appreciate the history and
remember amazing moments than at the
National Sports Museum. We look forward to
welcoming a whole host of new visitors to the
NSM in 2017.”
The National Sports Museum is located at
Gate 3, at the MCG and is open daily from
10am (check www.nsm.org.au for details).

4

Photo 1: Olympian Sean Wroe at NSM.
Photo 2: 2016 SAHOF inductees at the NSM.
Photo 3: Stevie Payne and John Richards at the
launch of Prince of Penzance Racing into History.
Photo 4: Women in Racing exhibit.
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VICTORIA UNIVERSITY
VU sports scientist Sam Robertson is
working in collaboration with VU
researchers to help the Western Bulldogs
stay on top of their game.
The research conducted by Dr Sam Robertson,
a sports scientist from VU’s Institute of Sport,
Exercise and Active Living (ISEAL), is a
contributing factor for the Western Bulldogs
recent success.
Senior Sport Scientist for the Bulldogs, Dr
Robertson specialises in research for the club
including analytics, player performance analysis
and skill acquisition.
“The quality of the information coming from the
research adds an extra layer of rigour to the
club’s decision-making,” Dr Robertson says.
“The aim is to take away the subjective
component of football – to bring in objective
measures and a scientific approach to the way
the game is played.”
Dr Robertson, in collaboration with VU PhD
scholarship students, has completed research
on player nutrition, physiology and physical
preparation for training and matches.
Five VU PhD scholarship students have also
spent time specifically investigating:
•

the effect of sleep on player recovery

•

the balance of running and strength work
in training sessions

•

ways to evaluate decision-making in the
management of player

•

technology use and new types of data to
inform on-field tactics

•

integrating skill and physiological data
to better understand training and
match demands.

1

The research team’s work on sleep and player
recovery has already had a significant impact
on the players’ performance. Although football
clubs have traditionally trained in the morning,
the Bulldogs have shifted two of their morning
training sessions to late afternoon over the past
couple of seasons. VU researchers validated
this decision, using sleep monitors to test how
long it took them to go to sleep and the quality
of that sleep.

2

“The evidence is really strong that sleep is the
most important recovery tool that an athlete
has,” Dr Robertson says.
The partnership also gives players an
opportunity to gain extra educational
qualifications. Five players are enrolled in
courses at VU. These players form part of VU’s
extensive Elite Athlete program, receiving
additional support throughout their studies.
The long-standing partnership between the
Western Bulldogs and VU is the only one of its
kind. It has helped establish the University’s
reputation in sport.

3

Photo 1: Dr Sam Robertson with Jon Bartlett 		
(former VU staff member).
Photo 2: VU Students with Dr Sam Robertson.
Photo 3: Students undertaking research at
Western Bulldogs.
Photo 4: Students undertaking research at
Western Bulldogs.

4
SILVER PARTNER

victoria university
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Patron in Chief
The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP

Co-Patrons
The Hon. Robert (Bob) Hawke AC
The Hon. John Howard OM AC SSI

SAHOF Board
Chairman John Bertrand AO
Layne Beachley AO
Robert Bradley
Robert de Castella AO MBE
Sally Capp
Matt Favier
Catherine Harris AO PSM
Geoffrey Henke AO
The Hon. Rod Kemp
Nicole Livingstone OAM
Michael McKay OAM
John O’Neill AO
Kieren Perkins OAM
Zali Steggall OAM

hristmas wish
The Board and Staff at The Sport Australia Hall of Fame would like to
thank all Members, Sponsors and Supporters for their continued
support making 2016 celebrations so successful! We wish you all a
Merry Christmas, safe holiday period and a prosperous New Year!

Diary Dates
Office Closed
From Wednesday 21st December, 2016 to Friday 20th January, 2017.

The “33rd Annual Induction & Awards Dinner”
Thursday 12th October, 2017, Palladium at Crown, Melbourne

Ambassador Graeme Willersdorf
SPONSORS

General Manager Robert Lay AM

Advisory Board
Sir Rod Eddington AO
Don Argus AC
David Mortimer AO
John Eales AM
Elizabeth Proust AO

PARTNERS

FUNDRAISING
PARTNER

Selection Committee
Chairman Robert de Castella AO MBE
John Bertrand AO
Raelene Boyle AM MBE
Alan Davidson AM MBE
Roy Masters AM
Bruce McAvaney OAM
Michael McKay OAM
Louise Sauvage OAM
Alan Whelpton AO

SUPPORTERS & SUPPLIERS

Enquiries:

Scholarship Committee

PO Box 173 East Melbourne VIC 8002

Sue Stanley

Tania Sullivan

E admin@sahof.org.au

Robert Lay AM

Mim Waterman

www.sahof.org.au

T 03 9510 2066 F 03 9510 2110

Staff

Editors

General Manager Robert Lay AM
Operations Manager Tania Sullivan
Adm/Comms Co-ord Mim Waterman
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