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Success in any terms takes strong
partnerships, and we are indebted to our
sponsors, partners and supporters. Our Major
Sponsor, Etihad Airways are celebrating their
10 years milestone of service to Australia and
I was fortunate to be in Abu Dhabi recently
to personally extend our congratulations and
for valuable discussions with their worldwide
leadership team on our continuing partnership,
now eight years strong.

page

chairman’s message

Welcome to the 42nd edition of “Spirit
of Sport”, the official magazine of
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.
I open my Chairman’s message with the annual
call for junior Australian athletes (U/21) to apply
for our Scholarship & Mentoring Program, an
exceptional program and one that we at the
Hall of Fame are immensely proud of.
Since commencing in 2006, SAHOF has
provided over $300,000 in financial support
to 66 junior athletes from 33 sports. And,
with thanks to our major sponsor Etihad
Airways these young guns have also received
an international airfare to help them train and
compete on the world stage.
Whilst the dollar value of this is substantial, the
mentoring aspect is truly “money can’t buy” with
each Scholarship holder personally matched
with their own Mentor from within the Sport
Australia Hall of Fame Membership – surely no
greater way to inspire young sports people to
achieve their goals. Applications are open until
July 10 and I urge you to encourage young
athletes within your network to apply for this
exceptional opportunity.
Most recently it was a great honour to co-host
the 2017 Australian Spirit Luncheon with our
SAHOF Co Patrons and former Prime Ministers’
the Hon Bob Hawke AC and the Hon John
Howard OM AC in Sydney. I extend my personal
thanks to both for their continued interest and
support. From world leadership to the power
of sport the gathered group of business and
sporting leaders were privy to a remarkable
occasion, not only in the company of political
royalty but also sporting royalty with Members
Dawn Fraser AO MBE, Kieren Perkins OAM,
Graeme Lloyd, Simon Poideven OAM and
John O’Neill AO in attendance. United by Sport
was the theme of this elegant and unique
event that raised valuable funds to support our
Scholarship and Mentoring Program.

Whilst I was in Abu Dhabi, fellow Board
Director and Member Geoff Henke AO
joined with Etihad’s Australian management
team to welcome guests to Brisbane’s
“Inspire the Nation” with special guest MC
Tim Horan AM and panellists - Wally Lewis
AM and “Our” Dawn Fraser AO MBE. We are
honoured to be able to present this series of
events around the country for Etihad providing
their valued customers, clients and colleagues
with an opportunity to meet and be inspired
from our Members. Thank you Tim, Wally and
Dawn for your generosity of time.
Our annual Induction & Awards Gala Dinner,
regarded as Australian sports’ “night of nights”
is set for Thursday 12th October, once
again to be held at the Palladium at Crown in
Melbourne. Online bookings open July 3 at
www.sahof.org.au and I encourage you to book
early as this most prestigious event on the
Australian sporting calendar will no doubt again
be sold-out. (NB: Invites to Members, NSO’s and
previous attendees will be mailed in July).
A few warm welcomes and thank you notes; We
welcome Kate Palmer to our Board of Directors
representing the ASC, Perry Crosswhite AM
and Debbie Watson OAM to our Selection
Committee, Bonnie Elliott who has relocated
from Brisbane to the role of Operations
Coordinator role, Chris Little as our part-time
Heritage Coordinator and to Tania Sullivan
who has transitioned in 2017 from Operations
Manager to CEO. I’d also like to acknowledge
and thank both Alan Davidson AM MBE
(2003-2016) and Roy Masters AM (2009-2016)
for their many years of outstanding service as
Members of the Selection Committee.
I hope to see you all at this year’s Induction &
Awards Dinner. Enjoy the read!

John Bertrand AO
Chairman
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
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An anniversary is cause for celebration and our
10th is no exception. We have a number of
exciting product and service initiatives planned
for Australia throughout 2017 which will greatly
enhance the travel experience.

sponsor’s

message
2017 is a milestone year for Etihad
Airways in Australia. This year we proudly
celebrate 10 years of service to Australia.
Our first flight – to Sydney – was on 26
March 2007. At that time, we operated
only three weekly flights between our
Abu Dhabi home and what was then our
first Australian gateway. How much has
changed in that first decade!
Today, we operate 42 weekly flights to four
cities – Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and
Perth – with a fleet of state-of-the-art Boeing
777 and 787 Dreamliner and Airbus A380
aircraft. We owe Australian travellers a debt
of gratitude for choosing to fly Etihad Airways
and supporting our remarkable growth.

In late October, Sydney will join London and
New York as an all-A380 operation when our
head-turning Airbus A380 will operate both
daily flights to the Emerald City. At the same
time, we will launch new Boeing 787 Dreamliner
services to Melbourne. Both these aircraft offer
ground-breaking innovations in all cabins – from
The Residence exclusively on the A380 to the
Economy Smart Seat on both aircraft – together
with a world-class level of service and hospitality
that are synonymous with the Etihad Airways
brand worldwide.
On the partnerships front, we will be back to
celebrate Australia’s sporting greats at The
Sport Australia Hall of Fame Induction and
Awards Gala Dinner and have the pleasure of
supporting the five young Australians chosen
to reach the highest level of their sport through
the Scholarship and Mentoring Program.
In November, we will return to Taste of
Melbourne for a second year to showcase our
award-winning food and hospitality offering and
will participate in MADE Sydney to celebrate
Australian fashion innovation and creativity.
In other exciting developments in the sporting
partnerships arena this year, Etihad Airways has
signed on as the official airline partner of the
2019 Special Olympics World Summer Games,

an event that will bring more than 7,000
athletes from 170 nations to Abu Dhabi in
March of that year.
The 2019 Special Olympic World Summer
Games will be a remarkable opportunity to
showcase Abu Dhabi to the phenomenal
athletes as they compete on the highest stage.
We are immensely proud to be supporting the
Special Olympics World Summer Games which
will be hosted in the Middle East region for
the first time.
We look forward to working closely with all our
partners to make the 2019 Special Olympics
World Summer Games a truly memorable
occasion and invite you to visit our home in
Abu Dhabi for this celebration of dedication,
commitment and sporting excellence. In the
meantime, we hope to have the pleasure of
serving you on board an Etihad Airways flight
to the more than 100 destinations on our
global network.
Sarah Built
General Manager, Australia & New Zealand
Etihad Airways

2018 SCHOLARSHIP & MENTORING PROGRAM
applications close monday 10th july
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame’s Vision is to preserve and celebrate the
history of Australian sport and excite the next generation of Australians to
achieve their potential in sport and life.
Valued at over $10,000 our Scholarship and Mentoring Program, now in its
11th year, provides funding and support over a 12 month period to assist
young Australian athletes reach the highest level of their sport.
• On-stage presentation of Scholarship at The Sport Australia Hall of Fame Induction
& Awards Gala Dinner, Palladium at Crown, Melbourne, Thursday 12th October, 2017
• One-on-one personal mentoring by an Inducted Member of The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame

MAJOR SPONSOR

FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.sahof.org.au/scholarships

• International return economy flight within Etihad Airways network
• Five Scholarships awarded
• $5,000 sporting expenses grant

FUNDRAISING PARTNER

PROGRAM SUPPORTER

CELEBRATING THE PAST, EXCITING THE FUTURE

sponsor’s message
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BRISBANE ETIHAD AIRWAYS

“INSPIRE THE NATION” FUNCTION
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame was
proud to present the annual “Inspire the
Nation” event in partnership with our
Major Sponsor Etihad Airways in June.
The “Inspire the Nation” series is an exclusive
annual cocktail event, hosted in key Etihad
markets. It provides the opportunity for Etihad
clients and VIP guests to both meet and hear
first-hand stories from our Members about
their world-class sporting journeys.
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inspire the nation 2017

Etihad Airways State Sales Manager,
Queensland and Northern Territory, Charles
Morley together with SAHOF Member and
Board Director Geoff Henke AO welcomed
the exclusive group of Etihad VIP guests to the
6th edition, held for the second year running
in Brisbane.

The special guest panel, led by Horan,
featured two official “Legends of Australian
Sport” – inaugural female Legend Dawn
Fraser AO MBE and 2016 Legend Wally
Lewis AM who became only the 38th official
“Legend of Australian Sport” when Elevated
last year.

SAHOF Member Tim Horan AM took on the
role of MC for the evening, proving he was as
adept with the microphone as he was across
his illustrious Wallabies career.

The three Aussie sporting greats enthralled
guests with a trip down memory lane, sharing
personal memories and insights, some
“off the record” stories and many laughs.

MAJOR SPONSOR

To view all the photos from the
“Inspire the Nation” Event,
please visit our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/THESAHOF

inspire the nation 2017
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The Sport Australian Hall of Fame
Chairman John Bertrand AO proudly
co hosted the 2017 Australian Spirit
luncheon with SAHOF Co Patrons the Hon
Robert (Bob) Hawke AC and the Hon John
Howard OM AC SSI in early June. The
Luncheon was held at the Park Hyatt
overlooking the magnificent Sydney
Harbour and iconic Opera House.
The private luncheon was held for the 2nd year
running to raise funds for and awareness of The
Sport Australia Hall of Fame’s exceptional
Scholarship & Mentoring Program which has
helped support 66 young Australian athletes
over the past 11 years.
Sport is a known unifier, and it is through their
love of sport that Mr Hawke and Mr Howard
have come together in their role as Co Patrons
of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.

The gathering of 35 guests appreciated the
unique opportunity to hear from two of
Australia’s longest serving Prime Minister’s in
such an intimate environment. John Bertrand
led the two on a thought provoking and highly
entertaining interview where they spoke of their
time leading our nation, their hopes for
Australia’s sporting future and how their passion
for sport unites the two. And, as would be
expected, it wasn’t all politics and business,
with good natured banter bringing many smiles
to the room.
Members of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
Members including Dawn Fraser AO MBE,
Simon Poidevin OAM, Graeme Lloyd,
Kieren Perkins OAM and John O’Neill AO
were on hand to welcome guests and act as
special guest table hosts and we thank them
for their generosity of time.

To view all the photographs
from the 2017 “Australian
Spirit Luncheon”, please visit
our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/THESAHOF

australian spirit
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2017 SCHOLARSHIP & MENTORING PROGRAM -

MID-YEAR REFLECTION
Since being established in 2006, The Sport
Australia Hall of Fame Scholarship and
Mentoring Program has assisted some of
Australia’s most talented young sportsmen
and women, personally connecting the
nation’s next wave of talented sportspeople
with the icons of Australian sport – Members
of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame as their
Mentors, nurturing them on their journey,
both as athletes and people.
The Program has provided over $300,000 in
$5,000 annual sporting grants to 66 young
athletes across 33 sports. In addition and with
thanks to Etihad Airways Scholarship Holders
have also received an international airfare to the
destination of their choice on the Etihad Airways
global network.
In this issue of Spirit of Sport we hear from
our “class of 2017” at the six month mark of
their Scholarship. Since being presented with
their Scholarships in October 2016, they have
achieved some remarkable results, and all are
making the most of learning from their Mentors.
We are proud of their hard work and dedication
and congratulate them on being wonderful
Ambassadors for the Sport Australia Hall of
Fame and for Australia on the world-stage.
Over the page we also present a very personal
and brave story shared with us by 2016
Scholarship holder Tayla Hanak on the
profound impact of the Scholarship and of
her Mentor, 7 time world surfing Champion
Layne Beachley AO.

Elloise Devlin

Amanda Reid

Equestrian - QLD

Cycling - NSW

It has been extremely beneficial to me
and the development of my sporting
goals and training to be a recipient of a
Sport Australia Hall of Fame Scholarship.
I have also been lucky enough to be
mentored by Kieren Perkins OAM
which is an opportunity that I am so
thankful for.

Dual Paralympian and Silver Medallist,
Amanda Reid is used to smashing
through the barriers. A proud young
Indigenous woman, Amanda has
competed in two sports at the highest
level. She made her Paralympic debut in
London 2012 finishing 5th in the 100m
breastroke in her class. She then
transitioned from the pool to the track
taking out the silver medal in the
Para-cycling 500m time trial.

Thanks to Etihad I was able to fly to
Germany in December 2016 to
undertake a year dedicated to
expanding my training and knowledge of
Dressage on an international level. Whilst
in Germany I have been lucky enough to
experience competitions, learn different
methods of training with different levels
of horses (young and older) and also
experience the German horse ‘way’ and
culture; one that is very big and always
has something exciting to offer.
At the beginning of May, with the help of
Dressage Olympian, Lyndal Oately, an
exciting opportunity arose at Segersta
Equestrian in Sweden. After a short yet
successful trial I was on my way from
Germany to Sweden.
I have now started working and training
with Swedish Dressage Olympian, Mads
Hendeliowitz and his team, an
opportunity and experience that I will be
forever grateful to have experienced.
I would like to thank Keiren Perkins, SAHOF
and the fantastic sponsors and supporters
of this Program. It truly is an opportunity
that can change an
athlete’s career and I am
very honoured to be a
part of it.

MENTOR - KIEREN PERKINS OAM
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2017 scholarship & mentoring program - mid-year reflection

Amanda’s Mentor, Louise Sauvage
OAM, nine-time Paralympic gold
medallist is someone Amanda has always
looked up to.
“She knows everything,” Reid said. “I met
her when I was little and was doing
athletics, and with her all experience
she has so much knowledge that I can
benefit from. Receiving a SAHOF
Scholarship is a great privilege as it
enables me to showcase both Para
sports and as an Aboriginal athlete
achieving at elite levels.”
Earlier this year Amanda won her
maiden World Title taking out the
C2 500 time trial title at the 2017 UCI
Para-cycling Track World Championships
in Los Angeles.
Amanda said it was simply an amazing
feeling to wear the rainbow jersey. “I
couldn’t believe it when I looked up and
realised I had won. I thought ‘Wow’; I am
actually going to get a rainbow jersey’.
Less than years 18 months ago, I could
not have imagined
winning this, let alone a
Paralympic medal, any
medal really,” said Reid.

MENTOR - LOUISE SAUVAGE OAM

MAJOR SPONSOR

Kailani Craine

Caleb Grothues

Bradley Woodward

Figure Skating - NSW

Motocross - WA

Swimming/Life Saving - NSW

I am extremely honoured to be a 2017
Sport Australia Hall of Fame Scholarship
Holder and so appreciative to be
mentored by such an amazing athlete,
Kerri Pottharst OAM. Kerri continues to
teach me new ways in how to deal with
the pressures of being an elite athlete.

It was a total shock and a privilege to be a
successful recipient for a Sport Australia
Hall of Fame Scholarship. The sport of
Motocross is sometimes not recognised
as a traditional sport so this program has
helped provide an insight to those who
may not know or have not heard of the
sport I am so passionate about.

The opportunity to have a Sport Australia
Hall of Fame Scholarship and to be
mentored by the one of the most
successful kayakers and lifesavers in
Australian history, Clint Robinson OAM
has been incredible.

Kerri has a wealth of knowledge and I am
so grateful to be on the receiving end of
such support.
The 2016/17 season was full of plenty of
highs and lows. My season started with a
podium finish at the Volvo Cup in Latvia
and then continued onto another podium
finish at the Warsaw Cup in Poland. In
December I defended my title at the 2016
Australian National Figure Skating
Championships, which I was beyond
happy about. I then moved on to the Four
Continents Figure Skating Championships
in Korea, which was definitely not my best
performance. I did learn many valuable
lessons throughout the competition; I
need to have more confidence, believe
and trust in myself while under pressure
and be more positive. At the 2017 World
Figure Skating Championships, I managed
to improve my placing from the following
year and qualified for the free program.
I had an exciting time representing
Australia at the Asian Winter Games in
Japan and I skated very well. It felt great
representing Australia at such a
prestigious event and I really felt a little bit
of what it would be like to represent
Australia at the Winter Olympic Games.
I will be forever grateful for the enormous
amount of support that SAHOF and Kerri
have provided me to help
achieve my dreams. I
would also like to thank
everyone that has been a
part of my journey.

MENTOR - KERRI POTTHARST OAM

I can honestly say I have worked extremely
hard and pushed myself to places I didn’t
know existed. In return for my
determination and never quit attitude, even
after my injury, I have been able to fulfil my
long-time dream to race in Europe.
In 2015 I was in an accident where
Doctors had stated it would be near
impossible for me to follow my dream
of becoming a professional rider but to
this date, I prove otherwise. I am now
currently riding in Koln Germany for
DIGA PROCROSS Husqvarna and is
where I will call home for the remaining
of my contract.
Trying to climb to the top is tough for all
athletes but one thing I have learnt from
my accident is to always believe in
yourself. If you have the dedication and
commitment nothing will stop you from
your dream becoming a reality.
Self belief and the incredible support from
SAHOF, my mentor; Stan Longinidis, my
team, my awesome family and friends,
and some of my major sponsors; M2R
helmets - who have kept my head safe,
Scott – for my vision behind goggles,
Anthony & Lee, Anne from Berry Sweet
Strawberries, Sidi boots, as well as all the
sponsors that are on board with my team.
I am looking forward to achieving my
dreams and thank
everyone for coming on
board and hope you enjoy
the ride as much as I do.

MENTOR - STAN LONGINIDIS

Clint has a wealth of knowledge which he
has used to help guide me through the
past six months both in and out of training
and competition. Coming from a similar
background to Clint, where our sporting
careers don’t focus on just one sport but
two, he has been able to provide me with
real life experience and advice. This
advice has been invaluable and I can’t be
more appreciative of the time and support
Clint provides me.
The past few months has been a busy
time for me. I competed at the Australian
Open Swimming Championships where I
placed 6th in both the 100m and 200m
backstroke. The following week I
competed at the Australian Age Swimming
Championships where I placed 2nd in the
100m backstroke and won the 200m
backstroke. I have been fortunate enough
to be selected to travel Europe competing
in the Mare Nostrum swimming tour where
I will be competing against an elite level of
athletes. I would like to thank the support
of Swimming Australia and the Etihad
sponsored flights for this opportunity to
become reality. July will be another busy
month as I am due travel to the World
Games in Poland to compete as part of
the Australian Lifesaving Team.
I am honoured to be a SAHOF Scholarship
Holder and appreciate all of the
opportunities the Scholarship and
Clint has and continues to provide me.
I’m looking forward to
another trialling few
months ahead of me
in both Swimming
and Lifesaving.

MENTOR - CLINT ROBINSON OAM

2017 scholarship & mentoring program - mid-year reflection
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ETIHAD & SAHOF SUPPORTING AUSTRALIA’S FUTURE TALENT

TAYLA HANAK
MY SPORT

Surfing

MY GOAL

Win a Junior World Title

MY MENTOR

Layne Beachley AO

In August 2015 I was ecstatic to receive a
phone call advising me that I have been
successful with my application and was
awarded with one of The Sports Australia
Hall of Fame Scholarships.
This feeling of success, achievement and
happiness was short lived when I was faced
with yet another close encounter of a black out
mid training. It was at this point that I realised I
may actually have what doctors speculated to
be, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS). CFS is a
complex disorder characterised by severe
disabling fatigue that is not improved by
sleep or rest and is intensified with physical
or mental activity.
Being told at age 18 that you have a serious
condition that not only affects you on an
everyday level, but also has a detrimental
impact on your path to reaching your goal, is a
very hard thought to digest. You can imagine
my devastation when I realised my body had
given up on me at such a young age.

While looking back at these journals I found an
entry that I wrote in November 2015:

EXHAUSTION’ A STRANGE
YET SEEMINGLY COMMON
DEFINITION OF LIFE. ANGER
WOULD BE MY PREFERRED

I sought advice from my mentor Layne
Beachley AO who advised me, rest is best
during this time. I struggled to come to terms
with what this meant for me and my dream to
achieve a surfing career. Despite Layne’s
advice, I carried on chasing my goal. Which I
thought was a good idea at the time.

CHOICE, IF ENERGY WOULD

After an extremely disappointing result at the
World Junior Surfing Championships, I was
physically and mentally exhausted with no
energy to convince myself of my selfproclaimed picturesque health. I was now more
willing to take Layne’s advice, even if it was
extremely frustrating to accept. It would keep
me from surfing, training and just about
anything but sleeping for three months. Three
months of not doing what I love, not doing what
makes me happy, not living my life. These three
long, heart breaking, frustrating, mentally and
physically exhausting months consisted of
countless emotional teary phone calls to Layne,
many profanity filled journal entries and a few
awfully hopeless monthly reports to SAHOF.

BORING DAY AHEAD. EVENTUALLY
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PERMIT. IS IT IRONIC, IF I WAS TO
OBTAIN THE ONE THING I’D LIKE
MOST, IT WOULD SQUANDER IN
MY WRATH...
INSTEAD, I’LL JUST LIE HERE, IN
BED FOR ANOTHER SEAMLESSLY
THE OVERWHELMINGLY ACHE OF
FATIGUE WILL TAKE ME TO A
FAMILIAR PLACE OF RESTLESS
SLEEP. FROM WHICH I’LL WAKE TO
MY STILL EXHAUSTED EXISTENCE
THAT PLAYS ON REPEAT.

For those three long months the days blurred
into one constant loop of complete and utter
exhaustion. This three-month emotional
roller coaster did teach me patience and
appreciation of the limitations of my mental
and physical capabilities.

etihad & sahof supporting australia’s future talent - tayla hanak

The SAHOF Scholarship has helped more than I
could have ever imagined. SAHOF extended my
Scholarship support through to 2017 and I am
now back competing on the World Qualifying
Series. I could not be more thankful for the
financial support that has made it possible for
me to be currently competing in South Africa,
where I have had the best results of my adult
career to date. The most invaluable part of the
Scholarship has been Layne’s unwavering
support. I could not be more grateful for the
time she takes out of her incredibly busy
schedule for me. Nothing is ever too much, too
hard or too inconvenient. Where there is a will,
there is a way, and Layne always finds a way,
she is the most inspiring person I have ever met.
I still can’t believe that I have been given the
opportunity to have Layne Beachley as a Mentor.
After a whirlwind of events I am pleased to say I
am positive and back on track towards my
surfing dreams. Not only am I back competing,
I am also pursuing my passion for surfing bigger
waves and studying a Bachelor of Biomedical
Science with hopes to become a doctor...
one day.
I feel incredibly blessed for everything that
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome has taught me and
continues to teach me about my body. I cannot
express how thankful I am to The Sports
Australia Hall of Fame. In a time that I needed
someone to believe in me the most, you all did.
Written by Tayla Hanak

MAJOR SPONSOR

PAST SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS

SNIPPETS

Britt Cox – Going Global
Scholarship Year: 2013
Mentor: Sue Stanley
Britt Cox has created history, becoming
the first Australian female to win a Mogul
Skiing World Cup title.

Ellen Ryan – Slice of History
Scholarship Year: 2016
Mentor: Dawn Fraser AO MBE

James Willett has been named Shooting
Australia’s male athlete of the year.

Ellen Ryan secured a unique slice of
history, becoming the first bowler to hold
both world under 25 singles titles
simultaneously.

Scholarship Year: 2016
Mentor: Stan Longinidis

Hunter’s Maddi Elliott Clocks World
Qualifier
Scholarship Year: 2014
Mentor: Layne Beachley AO

Tom O’Neill-Thorne Named NT
Government Sportsperson of the Year

Four-time Paralympic champion Maddi
Elliott qualified for the National Team.

Scholarship Year: 2015
Mentor: David Bell OAM

Triathlon Duo

Lockett named Sapporo Australian
Flagbearer

Scholarship Year: Ashleigh - 2012,
Jacob - 2016
Mentor: Jacob - Glynis Nunn-Cearns OAM,
Ashleigh - Karla Gilbert OAM

Jacob Birtwhistle and Ashleigh Gentle
have secured an automatic nomination
for 2018 Commonwealth Games.

Dylan Alcott OAM was named as this
year’s Patron for International Day of
People with Disability (IDPwD)
Scholarship Year: 2011
Mentor: Andrew Gaze AM

Scholarship Year: 2014
Mentor: Steven Bradbury OAM
Short track speed skater Deanna Lockett
was named Australian flagbearer for
the Opening Ceremony of the Asian
Winter Games.

Liz Cambage returns to WNBL with
Melbourne Boomers
Scholarship Year: 2011
Mentor: Sue Stanley

past scholarship holder snippets
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NEWS FROM

THE NATIONAL SPORTS MUSEUM

It’s been a busy start to the year at the
MCG and National Sports Museum, and
with a number of blockbuster sporting
events on the horizon, engaging new
displays and a range of special activities,
there is plenty for visitors to see and do
in 2017.
In January the NSM debuted a new school
holiday program, ‘My Match Day at the MCG’,
which invited children and their parents to step
into the shoes of an elite athlete preparing for a
contest at the ‘G. In addition to exploring the
NSM, the participants ventured down into the
normally off-limits player change rooms to gain
insights into the routines and activities that take
place within the inner sanctum.
Past and future stars of Australian cricket were
on hand to share their experiences during the
summer holidays, whilst the autumn program
saw exciting names from the AFL and AFLW
competitions showcase everything from
pre-match fitness drills to the experience of a
half time grilling from the coach.
The program has been very well received by
visitors and will continue in the remaining two
school holiday periods of 2017.
In a similar vein, the NSM has also launched
a special ‘Sunday Funday’ program for the
AFL season, designed to make visiting the
museum on an event day even more enjoyable.
In addition to the existing displays and
interactive areas, visitors will enjoy special
guest appearances and activities, plus free
entry for kids.
February saw the unveiling of a new showcase
celebrating the significant achievements of
SAHoF member Richmond ‘Dick’ Eve. Widely
known for winning gold in the men’s plain high
diving event at the 1924 Paris Olympic
Games – and being Australia’s only diving
gold medallist until Chantelle Newbery’s
success at the 2004 Athens Olympics – the
display features a number of medals won by
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newsdinner
from the
nsm
gala
2016

1

Eve across his career as a diver, swimmer
and surf lifesaver, as well as other memorabilia.
Donated to the Australian Gallery of Sport and
Olympic Museum collection by Mrs J. Eve on
behalf of the Eve family, the collection
illustrates Eve’s growth and success across
his sporting career, spanning from his early
teenage years to after his Olympic win.

2

As the AFL season kicked off in March, the
National Sports Museum celebrated by looking
back on the inaugural 2016 AFL Pride Game,
which was played between St Kilda and Sydney
last season.
Speaking about the match at the time, then AFL
Football Manager Mark Evans boldly declared
“We want to make a statement that everyone is
welcome in our game”.
The National Sports Museum aims to reflect
the experiences of all Australians within a
sporting context, and recognises that
many LGBTQI Australians have for too long
felt unwelcome or even threatened at
sporting events.
In addition to raising awareness of LGBTQI
issues in sport at an elite level, the match
celebrated sexual diversity within the AFL
community and advocated an environment
of inclusiveness and equality.
The NSM display features key items seen
during the match including the rainbow goals
umpire flags and special rainbow scarves and
beanies produced by the St Kilda Football Club.

3

Finally, the National Sports Museum was
pleased to welcome a number of local and
international athletes competing in the Nitro
Athletics competition. The athletes took a
special tour of the museum and stadium and
were left very impressed by the visit.
The National Sports Museum is located at Gate
3, at the MCG and is open daily from 10am
(check www.nsm.org.au for details).
Photo 1:

Western Bulldogs Premiership player
Josh Dunkley entertains the kids in new
‘My MCG Match Day’ experience.

Photo 2:

Richard ‘Dick’ Eve display in the NSM

Photo 3:

AFL Pride Game display at the NSM
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VICTORIA UNIVERSITY
Victoria University is working with
international football governing body FIFA
to establish world-first standards for the
electronic tracking devices that many
football clubs now use to track player
movement and performance.
VU’s Institute of Sport, Exercise and Active
Living (ISEAL) was selected by FIFA to
examine the quality, reliability and reproducibility
of the devices against a computer vision
standard, said lead researcher Associate
Professor Rob Aughey.
Since 2015, law-making body IFAB
(International Football Association Board)
approved the use of wearable tracking devices
but mandated FIFA to set clear guidelines to use
them during matches.
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The tracking systems are not designed to replace
coaching staff, but at an elite sport level, they can
result in incremental improvements that can mean
the difference between winning or losing a match.
Tracking system data also feeds into important
decision making around how much work an
athlete has done relative to what they normally
do, or are conditioned to do, allowing coaches to
modify training and recovery to protect player
performance and reduce injury risk.
As the largest project of its type to be
conducted anywhere in the world to date, ISEAL
researchers recently studied systems from 13
manufacturers at 17 friendly matches of Under
18 and Under 20 national premier league teams
in Melbourne.
“We used a computer vision model jointly
developed by the Australian Institute of Sport
and Disney Corporation to get precise locations
of players on the football pitch, and then
compared the location data from commercial
suppliers against our standard,” said Associate
Professor Aughey.
The research will directly help the game of
football in policy and rule development,
as well as in future applications for officiating,
broadcasting, and potentially in detecting
match-fixing.
FIFA’s Nicolas Evans, Group Leader of the Quality
Programme in charge of setting technical
standards, said FIFA chose ISEAL after a long
selection process because of ISEAL’s reputation
for research excellence, its unique
interdisciplinary approach, and its track record for
high-quality analysis in high-performance sport.

2
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4

“The proposal was a good mix of scientific
endeavour and a very practical solution to
achieve what we’re looking at -- a full-scale
analysis of a football game as opposed to
small-scale laboratory research,” Mr Evans said.
“The very practical research and combination of
different disciplines at Victoria University
convinced us to use VU for the trials.”

Photo 1: A full-scale analysis of a football game
at Etihad Stadium in Melbourne.
Photo 2: VU PhD student setting up computer
vision standards.
Photo 3: ISEAL researchers from VU studied 		
electronic tracking systems from 13 		
manufacturers.
Photo 4: Associate Professor Robert Aughey from
Victoria University, the Project Lead.

VU’s Pro Vice-Chancellor (Sport Strategy),
Professor Hans Westerbeek, said joining forces
with one of the world’s leading sport
organisations reinforced ISEAL’s reputation for
innovative world-class sport research.
“This collaboration gives us an edge in practising
the science that has real impact in the sports
industry,” he said.
news from victoria university
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Gillian Rolton OAM among equestrian
stars added to EA hall of fame

Cathy Freeman OAM named 2018
Commonwealth Games Ambassador

Kevin Bartlett’s legacy guaranteed after
bronze statue unveiled outside MCG
Bartlett’s statue has been made to
feature his iconic goal celebration, with
two arms raised above his head.

Rugby Unions Great Induction

Midget Farrelly Plaque Unveiled at
Manly’s Australian Open of Surfing

Tim Horan AM was inducted as a
Queensland Sporting Legend at the 22nd
annual Qsport awards in December 2016.

SURFING legend Bernard “Midget” Farrelly
has been recognised for his contribution
to the sport in the “perfect” way.

Squash Australia - 2013 Team Sport
Aus Awards

Olympic Gold Medallists John Devitt
and Cecil Healy to have new Manly
pool named after them

Nine-Time Olympic Medallist Leisel
Jones Elected to International
Swimming Hall Of Fame

MEMBER MOMENTS
Tennis great Frank Sedgman AM is 89
years young but on his 80th birthday he
was honoured by U.S. tennis legend and
promoter, Jack Kramer, who despite
being wheelchair bound himself, travelled
to Australia to laud our champion.
In his speech he suggested that if Frank had
had the benefit of tennis racquets of modern
technology, he may well have been the
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by garry daly am Founder, The Sport Australia Hall of Fame

greatest tennis player ever. Frank was also
immensely popular and in 1952 when it
appeared likely he would turn professional, the
Australian public took up a collection for him
to encourage him to stay amateur for another
year to defend the Davis Cup which he had
done so much to win the previous year. To get
around the amateur rules governing tennis at
the time, the money raised was given as a
wedding gift to his beautiful wife, Jean.

sahof snippets / member moments

In 2013, the 1971 Men’s Squash Team
was awarded the Team Sport Australia
Award which was presented to all four
team members; captain and driving force
Ken Hiscoe, Geoff Hunt, Cameron
Nancarrow and Richard Carter at the
Annual Squash Australia Awards Night in
March 2017.
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The Board, Members and Staff of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame extend our deepest sympathies to the family, friends and colleagues
of our esteemed Members of Australian Sport who have passed away recently.

Robert ‘Bob’ McCullough oam
General Member - Sports Administration: Paralympic Sport
12.10.1931 - 09.01.2017
The Australian Paralympic movement has lost one of its pioneering leaders, with the passing
of former President of the Australian Paralympic Federation, Bob McCullough OAM on
January 9th 2017.
A prominent Sports Administrator, McCullough turned the Australian Paralympic Federation around
into what is now recognised as a professional organisation being credited with significant
achievements in management and services to Australia’s elite disabled athletes.
McCullough’s success was recognised through the awarding of the Medal of the Order of
Australia (OAM) in 1996; Confederation of Australian Sport Sports Administrator of the Year
in 1996; General Member of Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 2000, and the International
Paralympic Committee (IPC) Paralympic Order in 2002.

Robet (Bob) McCullough OAM

Brian Corrigan am
General Member - Sports Science
26.01.1929 - 09.12.2016
Esteemed Member Dr Brian Corrigan AM. Brian, aged 87, passed away in Sydney on Friday
December 9th 2016, surrounded by his wife Monica, five children and 14 grandchildren.
Dr Brian Corrigan was Inducted into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1999 as a General
Member for his contribution to sports science and was widely regarded as the doyen of
Australian sports doctors. In 1997 he was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for his
services to Sports Medicine.
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame Chairman John Bertrand AO said “Brian will be remembered his
dedication, persistence and contribution to sport across many disciplines”.
Dr Corrigan pictured outside his favourite watering
the hole, The Australian.

Lou Richards mbe
General Member - Media/AFL
15.03.1923 - 08.05.2017
Australian icon Lou Richards MBE passed away peacefully on May 8th 2017, age 94, in his
Melbourne Nursing home.
Generations of Australians who never saw Lou Richards kick a ball; still regard him as one of the
great personalities of AFL/VFL football.
Over three decades he was a prolific writer of newspaper columns that were filled with cheeky
challenges and predictions. He was also a ubiquitous figure on radio and TV where his humour
and his banter with fellow panellists turned the once-serious business of football discussion into
family entertainment.
This media profile has tended to overshadow his on-field performances, but these were
considerable: he played 250 games with Collingwood, captained the club for four years (including
the 1953 premiership) and was the club’s leading goal kicker in 1944, ‘48 and ‘50. He represented
Victoria three times.
He was a good footballer, but an even greater ambassador for the game.

Lou Richards MBE on the occasion of his induction
into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 2008.
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Patron in Chief
The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP

Co-Patrons
The Hon. Robert (Bob) Hawke AC
The Hon. John Howard OM AC SSI

SAHOF Board
Chairman John Bertrand AO
Layne Beachley AO
Robert Bradley
Robert de Castella AO MBE
Sally Capp
Catherine Harris AO PSM
Geoffrey Henke AO
The Hon. Rod Kemp
Nicole Livingstone OAM
Michael McKay OAM
John O’Neill AO
Kate Palmer
Kieren Perkins OAM
Zali Steggall OAM

Diary Dates
2018 Scholarship
& Mentoring
Program

2017 SAHOF AGM
Thursday October 12th, 2017

Induction &
Awards Dinner

Garden Room, Crown,

Thursday 12th October, 2017

Applications Close:

Melbourne

Palladium at Crown, Melbourne

July10th, 2017

Member Milestone Birthdays
40
50

Sharelle McMahon

70

60

Robert de Castella AO MBE
Mark Richards OAM
Heidi Wittesch
Anne Sargeant OAM

Graeme Lloyd
Michelle Martin OAM
Rechelle Hawkes OAM
Nick Green OAM

Lorraine Landon OAM
Ian O’Brien
Ray Baartz
Kevin Bartlett AM
Geoff Hunt AM MBE
Peter Wilson
Perry Crosswhite AM
Rod Marsh MBE
Robert ‘Nat’ Young
Bob Fulton AM
Kevin Sheedy AM

80

Marjorie ‘Midge’ Nelson BEM
John Devitt AM
William (Bill) Lawry AM
Stuart Mackenzie
Julian Pearce
Dawn Fraser AO MBE
Garry Daly AM

90

Bob Ellicott AC
Ted Harris AC
Geoff Henke AO
Frank Sedgman AM

Ambassador Graeme Willersdorf
CEO Tania Sullivan

Advisory Board
Sir Rod Eddington AO
Don Argus AC
David Mortimer AO
John Eales AM
Elizabeth Proust AO

Selection Committee
Chairman Robert de Castella AO MBE
John Bertrand AO
Raelene Boyle AM MBE
Perry Crosswhite AM
Bruce McAvaney OAM
Michael McKay OAM
Louise Sauvage OAM
Debbie Watson OAM
Alan Whelpton AO

Scholarship Committee
Chairman Sue Stanley
Tania Sullivan
Nicole Livingstone OAM
Bonnie Elliott
Chris Little

Staff
CEO Tania Sullivan
Operations Coordinator Bonnie Elliott
Heritage Coordinator Chris Little
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