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quality fields ever assembled. Jeff and finalists
Tyler Wright (Surfing), Erin Phillips (AFLW),
Johnathan Thurston (Rugby League), Emily
Seebohm OAM (Swimming), Sally Pearson OAM
(Athletics) and The Matildas (Soccer) epitomise
the criteria set down by Sir Donald Bradman
AC who said he set great store in certain
qualities in addition to skill. These were dignity,
integrity, courage and perhaps most of all
modesty, virtues he said were totally compatible
with pride, ambition and competitiveness.
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The Sport Australia Hall of Fame Members are recognised
throughout this publication in bold text format.

Happy New Year!! The past 12 months
have represented another exceptional
year for The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.
It is a great honour, and indeed a very
humbling one to Chair this prestigious
organisation that continues to enhance
the ways in which our country’s rich
sporting heritage is preserved.
SAHOF is unique in the world in our recognition
of the full 360 degree of national sporting
achievers, both on-and-off the field of play.
As custodians of Australia’s proud sporting
history, we preserve and honour the deeds
of champions past; celebrate those of the
present day and seek to inspire our future stars
whose eyes are firmly set on following in their
predecessor’s footsteps.
These achievements are celebrated annually at
our Induction & Awards Gala Dinner, now widely
regarded as the most prestigious sporting
awards ceremony in this country. The 2017
event saw the Induction of eight new Members
– each whose demonstration of dedication,
persistence and excellence earned their rightful
place as Hall of Fame Members. Dr Grace
Bryant OAM (Sports Medicine), Lauren
Burns OAM (Taekwondo), Debbie Handley
Cummins BEM (Water Polo), Steve Hooker
OAM (Athletics), Tony Lockett (Australian Rules
Football), Brad McGee OAM (Cycling), Troy
Sachs OAM (Basketball) and the late Frank
Ponta (Paralympic Movement) now take us to
557 Members – a cavalcade of our nation’s
finest from the past 170 years.
Inaugural 1985 Inductee Raelene Boyle AM
MBE was Elevated to become the official 39th
Legend of Australian Sport and her interview
on stage with fellow Member and close friend
Bruce McAvaney OAM was a true highlight
of the night.
Boxer Jeff Horn was a worthy winner of the
“The Don” Award ahead of one of the highest
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chairman’s message

Also sharing the stage were our five newest
Scholarship holders and their personal Mentors,
all of whom are Members of the Hall. What an
opportunity for these young athletes to learn
from the best of the best and I thank my fellow
Members – Layne Beachley AO (Surfing),
Nick Farr-Jones AM (Rugby Union), Tim
Horan AM (Rugby Union), Liane Tooth OAM
(Hockey) and Debbie Watson OAM (Water
Polo) for taking on this important role in shaping
the lives of these young Aussie dream builders.
From all reports, the 2017 Gala event, our
33rd, was our best yet. A sold-out event for the
6th consecutive year, a record attendance of
1150 guests and the largest annual gathering
of Australian sporting greats under the one roof
which reinforces this event as the true “Night of
Night’s” for sport in this country.
Importantly, the event now attracts
representatives from over 50 of our National
Sporting bodies, including a large contingent of
Chairpersons, CEOs and Board Directors, many
of whom fly in for this prestigious occasion. We
believe that this annual attendance of sporting
leaders provides a unique platform for SAHOF
to present an annual post Gala forum to bring
together sport’s key decision makers in a
C-Suite focused leadership forum.
In this regard, and with thanks to our new longterm partnership with Sportscover - Australia’s
leading sports and leisure industry insurers,
it was my great pleasure to announce at the
recent Gala that we will present the inaugural
Chairman’s Round Table for Sport in
Melbourne on Friday 12th October 2018, the
day following our 2018 Induction & Awards
Gala Dinner. We will provide more information
in the coming months and ask that you diarise
both the Round Table and the 2018 Gala Dinner
dates now.
Thursday 11th October 2018
SAHOF Induction & Awards Gala Dinner
Friday 12th October 2018
Inaugural Chairman’s Round Table
for Sport
Still within the Forum space, we look forward to
working with our partner Victoria University
in the delivery of our 3rd Integrity in Sport

Forum this year. A credible space for thought
leaders in this important area to come together.
I take this opportunity to acknowledge the
incredible role that Etihad Airways have
played as our Major Sponsor over the past
nine years. We are proud to have helped
them establish their brand in Australia with the
prestige of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.
Over that period, their contribution and added
value has been enormous. Together, the airline
and the Hall have grown in our shared passion
for excellence and we have much to collectively
celebrate as our partnership comes to an end.
In closing I thank our partners and suppliers,
Advisory Board, Board Directors, Selection
Committee, Members and our small staff of
Tania Sullivan, Bonnie Elliott and Chris Little
for their stellar efforts during 2017.
There is much to look forward to in 2018
including both the Winter Olympic & Paralympic
Games and the Gold Coast Commonwealth
Games and we look forward to sharing the
journey with you.

etihad

message
It’s my pleasure to wish you a very happy
New Year on behalf of everyone at Etihad
Airways. We hope 2018 brings health,
happiness and further sporting success.
It has been the airline’s great honour to
support Australia’s sporting icons and its
up-and-coming athletes since 2008, but after
nine successful years with The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame, our formal partnership recently
concluded at the end of 2017.

Since 2006, The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
has provided more than $300,000 in financial
support to junior athletes from a wide range of
sports, and Etihad Airways has been delighted
to provide international air travel to help these
athletes train and compete on the world stage.
Our relationship with The Sport Australia Hall
of Fame, and the triumphs of the men and
women who make up its membership, will
continue to inspire us.

Looking back, our partnership began just one
year after Etihad Airways first started flying to
Australia. In that time, we have supported The
Sport Australia Hall of Fame’s major annual
events, including the Induction and Awards
Gala dinner.

We wish the organisation even greater success
as it moves on to this next chapter, and we
hope to welcome you on board one of our
flights very soon to thank you in person.

Together, we have witnessed many of the
country’s household names gain recognition
for helping Australia earn a world-famous
reputation for sporting prowess.

Patrick Pierce

Best regards,

Vice President, Marketing Partnerships
Etihad Airways

While it has been wonderful to reward these
past achievements, we’ve also had an eye
firmly toward the future through the
Scholarship and Mentoring Program.

John Bertrand AO
Chairman
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame

SUPPORT THE SCHOLARSHIP & MENTORING PROGRAM
The SAHOF Scholarship & Mentoring Program, which commenced in 2006, is one of the most unique programs in this country, if not the
world. It personally connects the nation’s future generation of talented sportspeople with the icons of Australian sport; The Sport Australia Hall
of Fame Members as Mentors - in what is a unique and life changing experience. The Program is designed to give our young athletes a turbo
boost into the real world of high-end performance on the world stage and the impact has been profound.
We appreciate all and any support to help preserve Australia’s rich sporting history and to help young dream builders
who want to climb their own Everest’s!
Please support The Sport Australia Hall of Fame Scholarship & Mentoring Program by making a tax deductible donation today!
If you would like to help these young athletes follow in the footsteps of their Mentors, donations of $2 and over
are tax deductible via our fundraising partnership with the Australian Sports Foundation.
You can complete the form online at https://asf.org.au/donate/sport-australia-hall-of-fame-foundation/
or contact Bonnie Elliott to discuss further on admin@sahof.org.au or 03 9510 2066.

PROGRAM SUPPORTER

FUNDRAISING PARTNER

etihad message

03

1

2017 INDUCTION & AWARDS

GALA DINNER
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame Annual
Induction and Awards Gala Dinner,
proudly presented by Etihad Airways,
celebrated its 33rd edition on Thursday
12th October at the magnificent
Palladium at Crown, Melbourne.
The event, widely regarded as Australian
sports ‘Night of Nights’ brings together the
who’s-who of Australian sport to celebrate our
most magnificent sporting achievements from
the past... the present... and those to come in
the future.
The capacity crowd of 1150 Black-Tie
guests witnessed the Induction of eight
Australian sporting greats – (from on and
off the field of play) into the Hall of Fame
and the announcement of five young athletes
as recipients of the 2018 Scholarship &
Mentoring Program along with their five
Members to assist as Mentors in achieving
their sporting and life goals.

2

Highlights didn’t stop there with John
Bradman, son of Inaugural Inductee Sir
Donald Bradman AC, announcing boxer Jeff
Horn as the 2017 winner of ‘The Don’ for the
performance that most inspired the Nation.
The room erupted into a standing ovation once
again with the announcement of Raelene
Boyle AM MBE as the official 39th Legend
of Australian Sport. You could hear a pin
drop as Raelene’s gracious nature, good wit
and determined character was on display in
a beautiful one-on-one interview on the couch
with good friend and fellow Member Bruce
McAvaney OAM.

3

The event was an outstanding success with
an overwhelming response from those who
attended. Ensure you mark your diaries for
the 2018 Induction & Awards Gala Dinner
which will be once again held at Palladium
at Crown Melbourne on Thursday October
11th, 2018.
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Photo 01:

2017 Inductees

Photo 02:
		

Members Wally Lewis and
Glynis Nunn Cearns

Photo 03:
		

Member Dawn Fraser, Jackson
Fraser, Dawn-Lorraine Fraser

Photo 04:
		

Members Liane Tooth, Anne
Sargeant, Susie O’Neill and guests

Photo 05:
		

Legend, Raelene Boyle interview
and Bruce McAvaney

Photo 06:
		

Member Stan Longinidis,
‘The Don’ Winner Jeff Horn

Photo 07:
		

Chairman John Bertrand
and Sportscover

Photo 08:
		

Members Ricky Ponting and
Bruce McAvaney

Photo 09:
		

Member John Famechon and
Glenys Famechon

Photo 10:
		

Members Cathy Freeman and
Geoff Henke

Photo 11:
		
		
		

Member Nick Farr-Jones,
2018 Scholarship Recipient Ben
Tudhope, ‘The Don’ Finalist Jonathan
Thurston and Manager Sam Ayoub

Photo 12:

Water Polo Reunion

Photo 13:

Member George Gregan and guests

Photo 14:
		

‘The Don’ Finalists Erin Phillips,
Sally Pearson, Emily Seebohm

Photo 15:

SAHOF Members

Photo 16:
		

2017 Inductee Brad McGee and
MC - Nicole Livingstone

Photo 17:

Wagners and Guests

Photo 18:
		

Member Dawn Fraser and 2017
Inductees at NSM

Photo 19:
		

Members Raelene Boyle, Cathy
Freeman and Judy Pollock and guests

Photo 20:
		
		
		 To

2018 Scholarship Recipients and
Mentors and Linda Celestino;
Etihad Airways Vice President Guest
view
all&the
photos from the
Services
Delivery

“Inspire
the
Event,
Photo 21:
Member
SirNation”
Donald Trescowthick
		 please
and Lady
visitTrescowthick
our Facebook page:
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Photo 22: Member Belinda Clark,
		 www.facebook.com/THESAHOF
Chris Norgard and Sally Bailey
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SAHOF legends
Sir Donald Bradman

AC

Dawn Fraser AO MBE
Sir Hubert Opperman

OBE

Betty Cuthbert AM MBE
A. “Jock” Sturrock

MBE

Evonne (Goolagong) Cawley AO MBE
Edgar “Dunc” Gray
E.J. “Ted” Whitten OAM
Shirley (Strickland)
De La Hunty AO MBE
Arthur “Scobie” Breasley AM
Reg Gasnier

AM

Marjorie Jackson-Nelson AC CVO MBE
Shane Gould

MBE

“Vic” Patrick OAM
Bill Roycroft

OBE

Herb Elliott AC MBE
Walter Lindrum

OBE

Margaret Court AO MBE
Murray Rose

AM

Heather McKay AM MBE
Peter Thomson

AO CBE

Rod Laver MBE
Sir Jack Brabham

AO OBE

Keith Miller MBE
John Landy

AC CVO MBE

Ron Barassi AM
Greg Norman

AC

Bart Cummings AM
Edwin Flack
Ken Rosewall AM MBE
John Raper

MBE

Leigh Matthews
Catherine Freeman

OAM

Susie O’Neill OAM
John Bertrand

AO

John Newcombe AO OBE
Anne Sargeant

OAM

Wally Lewis AM
Raelene Boyle

AM MBE

THE 2017 LEGEND

RAELENE BOYLE AM MBE
the classification of legend in the sport australia
hall of fame is bestowed on those members who have
distinguished themselves at the very highest level in
sport and in doing so have offered inspiration and
example to all australians.
With seven Commonwealth Games golds,
three Olympic silvers and a lifetime of
giving it everything she’s got, Raelene
Boyle AM MBE is proud to be the official
39th Legend of Australian Sport.
“I’m very proud of being called an official
Legend with this particular club because of the
fact that it’s all sport in Australia. That makes
me feel very honoured...”
Whilst Olympic victory may have eluded her
that elusive gold medal was not as important
to her as wearing the green and gold. Of
course, three times she came desperately
close, winning silver medals at the 1968 and
1972 Olympic Games.
Outside the Olympics, Boyle dominated the
competition, racking up 14 national titles and
claiming seven Commonwealth Games crowns
in a 15-year career that saw her selected for
every national team during that period. “I was
lucky enough to win three medals at the
Olympic Games at the highest possible event
that the world sees, I was a happy athlete and
I enjoyed my career.”
She had the mindset of a champion from a
young age, not intimidated by any competitor
or environment – never expecting to win. “To
be truthful, I never really had the attitude that
anyone was ever better than me, I didn’t really
think about that. The purpose of competition
and putting your fingers on the starting line is
to win in my mind, and always was, so I never
really believed that I could not make the final and
I never really believed that I couldn’t win a medal.”
The 1976 Montreal Olympics didn’t go to plan
for Boyle, she had trained harder than ever
before after moving to Perth to be trained by
another Australian sporting legend, Shirley
Strickland. Despite placing 4th in the 100m
and two false starts in her favoured 200m, the
Games featured a career highlight for Boyle who
was the flag bearer, the first Australian women
to do so at an Olympic opening ceremony.
Boyle’s appearance at the 1982
Commonwealth Games, in an unfavourable
event, was a worthy send-off to an icon of

Australian sport. Winning the 400m was a
proud moment as she could salute a loving
crowd that had cheered her on for over 15
years. “I really felt that I owed my talent and
I owed the public of Australia some sort of
performance that would put a dot on all the I’s,
cross the T’s and put a full stop at the end of
my career, and Brisbane served that perfectly.
My determination in that event was to not end
up unable to run up the home straight and
fortunately that all came together, and I was
able to cross the line and celebrate with a
stadium full of great Australians and share
it with my country via the media.”
One of her most special moments in track
and field came well after her retirement and
not long after her second cancer diagnosis,
which hit Boyle hard and left her in a dark
period for some time.
The prospect of walking into the Sydney
Olympic stadium pushing the late Betty
Cuthbert in her wheelchair, who was holding
the torch, at the opening ceremony was the
carrot she needed to carry on. “I couldn’t tell
anyone or talk about it except with my inner
sanctum but I’m really glad I went ahead
with it because it was amongst my proudest
moments. As an Australian, but in sport,
carrying the flag into the stadium in ‘76,
and doing that, in my sporting world were
the two highlights.”
The work she has done as an ambassador
for Breast Cancer Network Australia has been
remarkable, a selfless act that has helped
many women across the country, and herself.

2017 legend
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THE 2017

INDUCTEES
Membership of the sport australia hall of fame is limited exclusively to the top
echelon of australian athletes who have all achieved excellence at the highest level
of their sport, and to those who have shown outstanding achievements in roles
supportive to sports participants.
This year, eight new Members were Inducted and welcomed into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame, bringing the total Membership to 557.

2017 Inductees (L-R): Etihad Airways Representative, Tony Lockett, Frank Ponta represented by Sheryl Manolini, Debbie Handley Cummins BEM, Brad McGee OAM,
Steve Hooker OAM, Grace Bryant OAM, Troy Sachs OAM, Lauren Burns OAM, Etihad Airways Representative.

Grace
Bryant OAM

Lauren
Burns OAM

Sports Medicine

Taekwondo

Doctor Grace Bryant
OAM has been a medical
professional of significance
for nearly three-decades. She
has attended five successive
Olympic Games as Medical
Officer (1996-2012) was a
member of the medical team
at five successive Commonwealth Games (1998-2014) serving as Deputy
Medical Director in Melbourne in 2006 and Medical Director in Glasgow
four years later.

Lauren Burns OAM won
Australia’s first Olympic Gold
medal in Taekwondo when the
sport made its debut at the
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games.

Dr Bryant served as the Australian netball team’s medical officer from
1991-1997, overseeing three Netball World Cup campaigns, has been the
Hockeyroos touring Doctor since 1997 and medical officer for the
Australian women’s water polo team from 1999.
In 2008, she was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for her services
to sport and in 2012 was Inducted into the Netball Australia Hall of Fame.
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In front of a parochial home
crowd, Lauren outpointed
Cuba’s Urbia Melendez
Rodriguez 4-2 to become the inaugural 49kg Olympic Champion. In doing
so, she joined Catherine Freeman OAM and Susie O’Neill OAM as the
only Australian women to win individual gold in Sydney.
A 12-time national champion, Lauren also achieved bronze medals at the
1996 World Cup and the 1997 World Championships.
In 2015 Lauren was Inducted into the International Taekwondo Hall of Fame
and she becomes the first athlete from the sport of Taekwondo to be
Inducted into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.

Debbie
Handley
Cummins BEM
Water Polo
Debbie Handley Cummins
BEM is considered one of the
greatest female water polo
players of her generation.
Selected in the first Australian
women’s team in 1976, Handley Cummins went on to represent her
country 93 times, over the next 13 years; 69 as Captain.
During her 10-year captaincy (1978-1988) she led a dominant Australian
team through six World Cups, yielding three bronze medals in 1979, 1981
and 1983 and Gold in 1984 and to gold at the inaugural World
Championships for women in Spain in 1986.
In that same year she was voted Swimming World magazine’s “Female
Water Polo Player of the Year”, the first Australian to receive the honour.

Brad
McGee OAM
Cycling
Brad McGee OAM stamped
his authority on both the track
and the road making him one
of the country’s best to ever
race a bicycle.
He was the first Australian to
wear the leaders’ jersey in all three Grand Tour races; the Tour de France,
Giro d’Italia and Vuelta a Espana and celebrated stage wins at both the
Tour de France and Giro d’Italia.
Brad’s track career included four Olympic Games from Atlanta 1996 to
Beijing 2008. He won five Olympic medals across the individual and team
events, including silver at the 2004 Athens Games in the individual pursuit,
and gold in the team pursuit with the Australians setting a new world record
in the process. He also won two world and five Commonwealth Games titles.

Steve
Hooker oam

Francis Ponta

Athletics

He followed this with a grand
slam of gold medals from the
2008 Olympic Games, the 2009 IAAF World Championships, the 2010
IAAF World Indoor Championships, the 2010 IAAF World Cup and the
2010 Commonwealth Games. He was one of the very few competitors in
world athletics to hold Olympic, world, world indoor and Commonwealth
titles at the same time.

Frank Ponta excelled on and
off the track. A renowned
pioneer of disability sport he
left a lasting legacy in the
effect he had on others. Frank
competed across five
successive Paralympic Games
(1960-1976) and across four
sports (Wheelchair Fencing, Wheelchair Basketball, Swimming and
Athletics) resulting in 1 gold, 2 silver and 1 bronze. His impact
on the Paralympic movement was profound, particularly working with
nine-time Paralympic Champions Louise Sauvage and Priya Cooper
amongst many others.

Steve’s reign as the best in the world reached an apex at the Beijing
Olympic Games in 2008 winning gold with a then Olympic record
clearance of 5.96m. In doing so the three-time Olympian became
Australia’s first ever Olympic Pole Vault champion and the first Australian
field athlete to win an Olympic title in 60 years.

One of three inaugural Inductees into the Australian Paralympic Committee
Hall of Fame, he is the only Australian male Inducted into the International
Paralympic Committee Hall of Fame and with this posthumous Induction
becomes just the 7th person to be recognised with Athlete and General
Membership of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.

Tony
Lockett

Troy
Sachs OAM

Australian Rules

Basketball

Tony Lockett is the greatest
ever goal kicker in VFL/AFL
history finishing his astounding
career with 1,360 goals.

Troy Sachs OAM is the first
wheelchair basketballer to be
Inducted into The Sport
Australia Hall of Fame.

Across 18 seasons at both
the St Kilda Football Club
(1983-1994) and the Sydney Swans (1995-1999, 2002), he remains
the first and only full-forward to win the Brownlow Medal, sharing the
honour with John Platten in 1987.

A five-time Paralympian
(1992-2008), Troy was rated
the most dominant player in the sport at the 1996 Atlanta Games,
shooting a world record 42 points in the gold medal match to power
Australia to their first-ever Paralympic victory. He captained the Rollers in
Sydney in 2000 and again in Athens where he led the team to Silver and
capped off his career with a Gold at the 2008 Beijing Games.

Steve Hooker OAM became
a household name in 2006
winning gold at the Melbourne
Commonwealth Games.

The 281 game veteran, affectionately known as Plugger, retired in 2002
with four Coleman Medals as the League’s leading goal scorer, three best
and fairest awards and five All-Australian selections.
He was inducted into the Australian Football Hall of Fame in 2006 and
Elevated as an AFL Legend in 2015.

Paralympic Movement

Troy also enjoyed success in the US, sharing in three successive titles
with the Dallas Wheelchair Mavericks and being named in the US
All-Star-Five in 1988 and 1999.
2017 inductees
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‘THE DON’ AWARD 2017

JEFF ‘THE HORNET’ HORN
it is sir donald bradman’s legendary inspiration to australia as the ultimate example
of sportsmanship, that makes him the ideal patron of an award to the athlete or team
who has, through their example in sport, most inspired the nation.
Horn said he had to pinch himself on more
than one occasion since his epic take down
of one of the world’s greatest ever fighters.

2017 ‘The Don’
Nominees

“Many days I have thought to myself, did that
really happen? It’s been very hectic since the
win but recognition and awards like this
certainly help.”
Horn is set to announce his next assignment
in the coming days, with a defence of his
welterweight title likely to come against
Englishman Gary Corcoran in Brisbane
in December 2018.

Tyler Wright - Surfing

Erin Phillips - Australian Rules

Boxer Jeff ‘The Hornet’ Horn scored the
upset win of 2017 when he outpunched
legend Manny Pacquiao to take the WBO
welterweight world title.
Horn’s win captivated a global audience and
has now landed him the 2017 ‘The Don’
Award for the performance judged to have
most inspired the nation.

Johnathan Thurston - Rugby League

Emily Seebohm OAM - Swimming

In joining the likes of last year’s winner
Michelle Payne, golf major winners Jason
Day and Adam Scott and Tour de France
champion Cadel Evans, Horn had to
overcome a field of Australian sporting greats
including two-time ‘The Don’ Award winner
Sally Pearson, The Matildas and world
champion swimmer Emily Seebohm.
Despite his achievement in defeating one
of the greatest of all time in the Battle of
Brisbane in July, Horn said to win ‘The Don’
was a career highlight.
“It is massive,” Horn said.

The Matildas - Soccer

Sally Pearson OAM - Athletics
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“I can remember growing up being inspired by
previous winners such as Cathy Freeman and
Ian Thorpe. To know I am potentially inspiring
the future generation of athletes like these
guys have done for me is an incredible feeling.”
“It’s been an incredible year for Australian
sport. Everyone nominated has accomplished
incredible achievements in their sport. To win
out of the nominees is extremely rewarding
and a very proud moment for myself and my
family. It doesn’t get any better than this.”
Horn added.

“I’ve just started the hard work, so I’ve got
some heavy training coming up over the
next couple of months. And of course,
Jo is expecting our first baby on the 1st of
January, which I’m even more excited about
than the fight,” Horn said.
The Don Award is widely regarded as Australia’s
leading contemporary sporting award and
is named in honour of Australian sporting
legend and first Sport Australia Hall of Fame
Inductee, the late Sir Donald Bradman AC.
“The Don Award seeks to capture, celebrate,
recognise and reward the individual or team
who has ‘most inspired the nation’ through
their performance,” Robert de Castella AO
MBE said.
In accepting his inaugural induction, Sir
Donald said “When considering the stature of
an athlete or for that matter any person, I set
great store in certain qualities which I believe
to be essential in addition to skill. They are
that the person conducts his or her life with
dignity, with integrity, courage and perhaps
most of all, with modesty. These virtues are
totally compatible with pride, ambition, and
competitiveness. Hard work and dedication
remain essential for all individuals who must
embrace, with equal fervour, opportunity
and responsibility”.
“The Don has become the ultimate
recognition of this ideal and indeed the
greatest honour that can be bestowed upon
an athlete or team during their competitive
career,” de Castella added.

SCHOLARSHIP &
MENTORING PROGRAM 2018

PROGRAM SUPPORTER

Since being established in 2006 The Sport Australia Hall of Fame Scholarship and
Mentoring Program has personally connected the nation’s future generation of
talented sportspeople with the icons of Australian sport our SAHOF Members as
Mentors - in what is a unique and life changing experience.
In that time, the Program has awarded over $350,000 dollars - in $5,000 sporting grants - to 71 young athletes - across 35 sports. In
addition, and with thanks to Etihad Airways each Scholarship Holder receives an international airfare on the Etihad Airways global network.
This year we received applications from over 180 of Australia’s top junior athletes from across 50 sports and the five successful recipients for the
2018 Program were presented with their Scholarships on-stage at the recent Gala Dinner. On the afternoon of the presentation, Scholarship Holders
also met and spent time with their Mentors – deliberately matched from sports different to their own to offer an alternate perspective in the
Scholarship Holder’s development.

Riley Day
Athletics

Nia Jerwood
Sailing

Poppy Starr
Olsen
Skateboarding

2017
2017
2017

Commonwealth Youth Games, 200m Gold Medallist

2017
2017

World Championships, 200m Australian representative

2017
2017
2017

470 World Championships, 13th overall, 1st Australian

2017
2016

470 National Championships, 2nd

2017
2017
2017

Vert World Champion

2017
2017

Continental Cup Vans Park Series, Gold Medallist

Commonwealth Youth Games, Flag Bearer
Nitro Athletics, 150m Winner
Australian Junior Titles, Multi Gold Medallist

MENTOR - DEBBIE WATSON OAM

420 National Championships, Female Gold Medallist & 2nd Overall
Kiel Week Germany, 5th Overall
Sail Melbourne World Cup, 4th

MENTOR - LIANE TOOTH OAM

X-Games, Bronze Medallist
World Cup Vans Girls Combi Classic, Bronze Medallist
WCS Combi Pool Classic Pro Women, Medallist

MENTOR - LAYNE BEACHLEY AO

Ben Tudhope
Snowboarding

Ben Ward
Weightlifting

2017
2017
2016

World Para-Snowboard Cup, 2nd

2014
2014

Australian Paralympic Team Sochi

2017
2016
2016

Junior World Championships,15th Place

NO. 1
BROKEN

Youth & Junior Lifter in Australia

Snowboard Cross World Cup, 4th
X-Games, Snowboard Cross, 3rd
Australia’s Youngest ever Winter Paralympian

MENTOR - NICK FARR-JONESAM

Commonwealth Youth Championships, Silver Medallist
Pacific Cup, Gold Medallist
43 State Records & 28 National Records within 3 years

MENTOR - TIM HORAN AM

2018 scholarship & mentoring program
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New Board
Appointments

SAHOF VALE
The Board, Members and Staff of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame extend our deepest
sympathies to the family, friends and colleagues of our esteemed Members and Legends
of Australian Sport who have passed away recently.

Belinda Clark AM
Belinda Clark became Captain of the
Australian Team at 23, leading Australia
in 11 Tests and 101 one-day
internationals, with a win-rate of over
80%, and won two World Cups. She was
the first player, male or female, to make a
double century in a one-day international.
She opened the batting and averages
over 45 in both Tests and ODI. She was
named Cricketer of the Year in the
inaugural edition of Wisden Australia,
was made a Member of the Order of
Australia in 2000, inducted into the NSW,
ICC and Australian Cricket Halls of Fame
and Inducted into The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame in 2011.
Once retired, she became the first female
head of the Bupa National Cricket Centre
(formerly the CA Centre of Excellence)
overseeing the development of Australia’s
best young male and female cricketers.
Belinda has recently turned her attention
to grassroots sport and is now CA’s Head
of Junior Cricket and a Director of the
LOC for ICC WT20 2020.

Betty Cuthbert AM MBE

John Monckton

Athlete Member – Athletics

Athlete Member – Swimming

20/04/1938 – 6/08/2017

28/10/1938 – 29/06/2017

Betty Cuthbert AM MBE was Inducted into
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1985
as an Athlete Member for her contribution
to the sport of athletics and was Elevated
to “Legend of Australian Sport” in 1994
and passed away peacefully on August
6th, 2017.

Esteemed Member John Monckton, aged
79, passed away on June 29th, 2017 at
his Fisherman’s Reach (NSW) home.

Betty was a four-time Olympic Gold Medallist,
the first Australian to win three Gold at one
games and to this day remains the only
Olympian, male or female to have won gold
in the 100 the 200 and the 400 metre track
events. She will be forever remembered as
Australia’s Golden Girl.

John was Inducted into The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame in 1999 for his contribution
to Swimming.
Monckton was a dual Olympian and world record
holder, winning silver in the 100m backstroke
at the 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games.

CHAIRMAN’S ROUND TABLE
SAVE THE DATE
SAHOF and Sportscover, Australia’s leading sports and leisure industry insurers
have entered into a long-term partnership. Together we will be conducting an annual
Chairman’s Round Table. The opportunity is to bring the leaders of our National Sporting
Organisations together. Not unlike the National Press Club, the Chairman’s Round Table
will be held the day following the Hall of Fame Induction Dinners starting in 2018.
The first Chairman’s Round Table will be held on October 12th 2018.

Friday 12th October 2018, Melbourne

Gillian Rolton OAM
Athlete Member – Equestrian
03/05/1956 – 18/11/2017
Gillian Rolton OAM was Inducted into The
Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 2000 for her
contribution to the sport of equestrian and
passed away on Saturday November 18th 2017
after a two year battle with endometrial cancer.
Gill was one of the most distinguished
equestrian riders Australia has ever produced
after winning gold in the teams at the 1992
Barcelona Olympics and at the 1996 Atlanta
Olympics in the three-day equestrian event
team, both on her horse Peppermint Grove.
Photos courtesy of the Rolton family.
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NEWS FROM

SPORTSCOVER AUSTRALIA

Sportscover is an exclusive sports
and leisure service provider, supporting
sport with unrivalled expertise across
insurance, risk and compliance
management, legal services and
live streaming.
With offices in Melbourne, Sydney and London
and partners worldwide, we have the global
reach and experience to provide the best
solutions and support for sporting and
leisure operations.
It is our passion for sport, fitness and
leisure together with our focus on providing
excellent customer service that has enabled
Sportscover to become the force that it
is today.
In thanking all of our clients for providing us
the opportunity and privilege of insuring them,
as Chief Executive of Sportscover, I extend a
personal invitation for anyone to contact me
at any time regarding any of our services.
Supporting The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
is important to us as we understand and

recognise the important role sport plays in
the health and wellbeing of us all. Most of
our people have been, or are, active sports
participants and supporters. We celebrate
the feats and achievements of Australia’s very
best on the global stage with great passion.
Partnering with the Hall of Fame enables
Sportscover to recognise the wonderful and
important contribution the legends of
Australian sport have made to our great
country and their ongoing role model value
for our youth.

This initiative will be a highlight in a big year
of sport in Australia in 2018 including, of
course, the Commonwealth Games on the

In another positive initiative for the industry,
Sportscover is excited to be partnering with
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame to instigate
the Chairman’s Round Table in 2018. This is
an important development for the industry as
it will provide the platform for national sports
to come together to hear from global leaders
and mutually address issues of significance.
In time, we envisage the forum will establish
itself as the recognised forum for authoritative
debate within the Australian sports industry.

www.sportscover.com

Gold Coast in April.
Sportscover will be in the arena, on the
course, in the action with you every step
of the way in 2018, from the Sportscover
Victorian Junior Masters Golf Championship
through to the World Parachuting Championships.
Our commitment is to your sport – we look
forward to being of continued service.

Simon Allatson
Chief Executive Officer
Sportscover Australia

News from Sportscover Australia

13

NEWS FROM

THE NATIONAL SPORTS MUSEUM

In a year filled with remarkable sporting
moments, milestones and memories, the
National Sports Museum (NSM) at the
MCG presented a number of world-class
exhibits and displays.
In September the museum showcased the
achievements of Iddo ‘Snowy’ Munro, who in
1914 was one of the first two Australians to
contest the Tour de France. Items including the
race map that Munro kept in his pocket during
the Tour de France and a selection of his
medals and awards from the Victorian road
cycling circuit form part of the display.
The AFL Grand Final and the subsequent MCG
Open Day once again brought an influx of
visitors to the stadium as well as the National
Sports Museum.
Activity in the NSM continued in the following
week, with the museum’s school holiday
program providing entertainment for hundreds
of families. ‘My Match Day at the MCG’, a new
initiative in 2017 which allowed children to step
into the shoes of an athlete preparing for a
contest at the ‘G, was again a favourite for
visitors and we look forward to seeing it
continue in the New Year.
As one of the nation’s newest sporting
competitions, the AFL Women’s, held its player
draft in October, the NSM unveiled a range of
items from the inaugural 2017 season.
Housed within an existing showcase celebrating
the contribution that women have made to
football, the display features the coin which
was tossed before the first match of the AFLW
competition, the shorts worn by Adelaide player
Sarah Perkins during the 2017 AFLW Grand
Final, as well as other memorabilia.
“The historic first season of AFL Women’s
represented not just the next chapter in the
history of Australian football, but the continued
success and drive of women’s sport in this
country” said National Sports Museum Curator,
Jackie Fraser.
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AFLW celebrated in the NSM.

“It’s not often we can say that we were there
for the beginning of a competition, and so it is
wonderful that this important part of Australia’s
sporting story is represented here at the NSM
for visitors to experience and enjoy.”
Also in October the museum was proud to once
again host the official plaque unveilings for the
eight champion athletes and sporting officials
who were inducted into The Sport Australia Hall
of Fame. The newest Inductees feature in the
Spirit of Sport gallery and receive VIP status,
allowing them a lifetime of free admission to
the museum and MCG tours.
Finally, as the Rugby League World Cup got
underway, the NSM was thrilled to unveil The
Record Breaker, a showcase focussed on
Cameron Smith’s recent achievement of
equalling (and subsequently breaking) the NRL
all time appearance record. The Melbourne
Storm jersey which Smith wore when he

equalled Darren Lockyer’s record of 355 NRL
matches will remain on display until early 2018.
Following the looming Ashes series, the
National Sports Museum will be busy preparing
for another exciting 12 months of sporting
events – which will include the 2018 Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games.
With new exhibitions and experiences
celebrating the moments, people and history
of Australian sport, the NSM is a must visit
destination for sporting enthusiasts of all ages.
The National Sports Museum is located at
Gate 3, at the MCG and is open daily from
10am (check www.nsm.org.au for details).

IS MAINTAINING MENTAL HEALTH AN ELITE ATHLETE’S

BIGGEST CHALLENGE?
NEWS FROM
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY

2

Although the physical impacts of elite
sport participation have been well
examined and documented, there is
comparatively far less research activity
exploring the mental health and
psychological wellbeing of elite athletes.
Professor Alexandra Parker, now at Victoria
University’s Institute of Sport, Exercise and
Active Living (ISEAL), was the senior author in
a research team that also included researchers
from Orygen, the National Centre of Excellence
in Youth Mental Health (Centre for Youth
Mental Health, University of Melbourne),
who conducted a systematic review of elite
athletes’ mental health.
High performance athletes are exposed to
a wide range of stressors that potentially
increase their vulnerability to experiencing
psychological distress or mental health
concerns. These include engaging in intense
physical activity at the high-performance level in
and of itself and additional stressors relating to
concerns over injuries, performance, selection,
public scrutiny, career dissatisfaction and
retirement/transition out of sport.
“Findings from previous individual studies have
identified factors that are known to have an
influence on the mental health of athletes, but
a comprehensive systematic review of all the
available evidence on the incidence and nature
of mental illness and substance use in elite
athletes was lacking,” said Professor Parker.
Systematic reviews provide the opportunity to
identify and synthesise findings from a range
of studies.

1

3

Findings from systematic review
After a thorough screening process, the
research team found 60 studies that met their
inclusion criteria and were included in the
1
review, published in 2016 in the prestigious
journal of Sports Medicine. The review provides
the largest synthesis of mental health data in
elite athletes to date.
The findings suggested that:
• elite athletes experience a broadly
comparable risk of depression and anxiety
relative to the general population;
• elite athletes are vulnerable to a range of
mental health problems, including substance
misuse, which may be related to both sporting
factors (e.g., injury, overtraining and burnout)
and non-sporting factors;
• a greater risk of mental disorder may be
experienced by athletes who are injured,
approaching or in retirement or experiencing
performance difficulty.

“Although the importance of elite athlete mental
health is gaining attention, we still don’t know
enough about the models of care required to
best support the needs of elite athletes”, said
Professor Parker. Much needed future research
in elite and high-performance athletes could
focus on investigating universal prevention
strategies to prevent the onset of mental
health difficulties, early intervention to identify
those with emerging mental health concerns
and athletes who are experiencing stressors
(such as injury, performance difficulties,
transitioning to retirement), and how to provide
continued support for those with identified
mental health concerns.
1

Rice, S. M., Purcell, R., de Silva, S., Mawren, D., McGorry,
P. D., & Parker, A. G. (2016). The mental health of elite
athletes: A narrative systematic review. Sports Medicine,
46(9), 1333-1353. doi:10.1007/s40279-016-0492-2

Photo 1:
		

Footballer testing kicking strength in
the ISEAL Biomechanics Lab.

Photo 2 & 3: Victoria University Alumnus Liam Adams
		
training for the Rio 2016 Olympics in
		
the Heat Chamber.

Where to from here?
“The findings were somewhat limited by
the quality of the available evidence”,
said Professor Parker. More high-quality
epidemiological and interventions studies are
needed to inform optimal strategies to identify
and respond to the mental health needs of
elite athletes.

news from victoria university
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Patron in Chief
The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP

Co-Patrons
The Hon. Robert (Bob) Hawke AC
The Hon. John Howard OM AC SSI

SAHOF thank you
The Board and Staff at The Sport Australia Hall of Fame would like to thank all
Members, Sponsors and Supporters for their continued support and for making 2017
yet another successful year of wonderful celebrations! We hope you had a wonderful
Christmas and New Year and we look forward to a bright 2018.

SAHOF Board
Chairman John Bertrand AO
Robert Bradley
Sally Capp
Belinda Clark AM
Robert de Castella AO MBE
Catherine Harris AO PSM
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The Hon. Rod Kemp
Michael McKay OAM
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Kieren Perkins OAM
Zali Steggall OAM

Diary Dates
2018 Induction &
Awards Gala Dinner

2018 Chairman’s
Round Table

2018 Nominations
close

Thursday October 11th, 2018

Friday October 12th, 2018

Monday December 10th, 2018

Palladium at Crown Melbourne

Melbourne
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CEO Tania Sullivan
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Sir Rod Eddington AO
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