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Richie Benaud OBE

THE 40TH LEGEND

“Sport within this country has never been about the individual,
its been about the uniform leading. I am honoured to receive this recognition
and I am honoured by The Don award. And I will do my best to be worthy of it.”
‘The Don’ Award Winner, Kurt Fearnley AO.

In this issue

The Gala also saw the country’s highest
sporting honour posthumously awarded to
1985 Inaugural Inductee Richie Benaud OBE
(Cricket) when he was Elevated to become the
40th Legend of Australian Sport, just the
third cricketer to be Elevated.
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chair’s message

“Sport has the power to change the world”
said Nelson Mandela. He understood its
power to unify, to heal, to inspire and to
unite people in a way that little else does.
“Regardless of age, gender or ethnicity,
sport is enjoyed by all. Its reach is
unrivalled”, he said.
These powerful insights align with the core
values of the Sport Australia Hall of Fame and
are recognised by our Federal Sports Minister,
Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie who stated
when announcing the new National Sports Plan
that “sport has the priceless ability to captivate,
motivate and inspire the nation”.
Sport is deeply ingrained into the heart of our
great nation, and at the Hall we are proud to be
the custodians of the history of Australian sport.
Our role in preserving and celebrating this
history, inspiring all Australians to achieve their
potential, is of significant national value. We
want both young and old to better understand
the true “essence of sport” when the game is
played in a fair way, no matter if it is a local
football match or the Olympic Games. Nelson
Mandela understood this, our Minister
understands this, and collectively our Sport
Australia Hall of Fame Members represent this.
In October at our 34th Induction & Awards
Gala Dinner, we celebrated the full 360-degree
spectrum of Australian sport; honouring our
past, celebrating the present and embracing the
future via our Scholarship & Mentoring Program.
Congratulations to our eight new Inductees Wendy Botha (Surfing), Sam Coffa AM
(Administration), Drew Ginn OAM (Rowing),
Harry Kewell (Football), Darren Lockyer
(Rugby League) Robyn Maher AM (Basketball),
Allan Moffat OBE (Motor Racing) and
Gai Waterhouse (Horse Racing) in joining
“Australia’s greatest sporting team” taking our
Membership to 565 Members and representing
sporting deeds across the past 170 years.

History was made when Kurt Fearnley AO
(Athletics) took out ‘The Don’. In becoming the
first athlete with a disability to win Australia’s
most coveted contemporary sporting award,
Fearnley’s announcement and acceptance
speech earned two standing ovations. I urge
you to take the time to watch his speech –
timeless and truly inspirational.
The Gala has stamped itself as Australian
sport’s “Night of Nights” with the largest
gathering of Australian sporting royalty under
the one roof and joined by over 50 of our
national sporting bodies. The following morning,
together with my co-host, Sport Australia
Chair John Wylie AM we presented the inaugural
edition of the Chairs’ Round Table for Sport
(CRT) in partnership with Sportscover. With
international keynote Dr Andy Walshe and
panellists Chief of Army Lieutenant General Rick
Burr AO DSC MVO, Human Behaviourist Jemma
King and AIS Director Peter Conde, this forum
was a major success, bringing together over
100 Australian sport leaders. Chairs and CEOs
please mark your diaries as the 2019 CRT
(Friday 11th October) will again follow the
2019 Gala Dinner (Thursday 10th October).
SAHOF has a strong role to play in the thought
leadership space, and we were proud to deliver
the National Sport Integrity Forum in July in
partnership with Victoria University and Sport
Australia. “Winning at any Cost – The
National Debate” was the title of our 3rd
biennial integrity forum which attracted over
250 of Australia’s sport and community leaders.
To continue pursuing SAHOF’s valuable
objectives and programs, we welcome the
assistance of new corporate partners to replace
long term sponsor Etihad whose 10-year
partnership concluded at the end of 2017.
We also welcome those that wish to make a tax
deductible to help preserve and celebrate the
history of Australian sport.
In closing I’d like to thank our Sponsors, Partners
and Suppliers, Advisory Board, Board Directors,
Selection Committee, Members and our SAHOF
Staff for their stellar efforts across 2018 and
wish everybody a safe and happy Festive
Season. Go Australia!

John Bertrand AO
Chair
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame

FOR SPORT
28 SPORTS
Athletics | Badminton | Baseball | Basketball | Bowls | Canoe/Kayak | Cycling | Diving | Equestrian | Golf | Gymnastics | Hockey | Lacrosse
Modern Pentathlon | Netball | Rowing | Rugby | Shooting | Ski & Snowboard | Softball | Squash | Surfing | Swimming | Table Tennis | Tennis
Ten Pin Bowling | Triathlon | Volleyball
16 PEAK & PROFESSIONAL BODIES
Australian Grand Prix Corporation | Australian Institute of Sport | Australian Olympic Committee | Australian Paralympic Committee
Confederation of Australian Motor Sport | Confederation of Australian Sport | Commonwealth Games Australia | Melbourne Cricket Club
Olympic Winter Institute of Australia | Professional Footballers Australia | PGA of Australia | Sport Australia | Sport & Recreation NSW
Sport & Recreation Victoria | Victoria Racing Club | Women Sport Australia
38 CEOs/MDs

29 Chairs/Presidents

The C-Suite of Australian sport – over 100 sport leaders

Photo credit: Sport Australia

Coming off the previous evening’s outstanding Induction & Awards Gala Dinner, Sport Australia Hall of Fame staged the inaugural
Chairs’ Round Table for Sport on Friday 12th October at Crown Melbourne. The event was co-chaired by The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
Chair John Bertrand AO and Sport Australia Chair John Wylie AM.
Our aim was to bring together Australian sports’ most influential leaders to discuss and debate relevant, cutting-edge topics and issues
to benefit Australian sport. And we did just that.
The large contingent of National Sporting Organisations and National Peak Bodies were inspired by our internationally acclaimed
keynote speaker, Dr Andy Walshe – ‘The man who trains the very best in the world to be even better’ - and our impressive panel comprising:
• Human Behaviourist Jemma King

• Chief of Army Lieutenant General Rick Burr AO DSC MVO

• AIS Director Peter Conde

Panellists explored the future key role of “Expert Learning” and “Collaboration”.
SAHOF extends our sincere thanks to Presenting Partner Sportscover and Sport Australia for their support in making this come to fruition.
Delighted to confirm that planning is underway for the 2019 Chair’s Round Table to be held on Friday 11th October.
Personal invitations will be issued in due course.
“Any event that brings together
the Chairs and Presidents of
NSOs in a forum such as this
is of great value. Delivering
key information, such as that
provided by John Wylie and Peter
Conde, to (almost) every sport at
the same time is also beneficial.”

“Collaboration is key, and great to see an
initiative that supports this, probably something
sports don’t do enough of.”

“Dr Andy Walshe’s presentation was
one of the best of its kind I have seen.”

“I would give up a morning of my time, anytime,
to hear such original thoughts and ideas.”

“Getting the leadership of Australian
sport together is always valuable not enough of it.”

In partnership with
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2018 INDUCTION & AWARDS
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GALA DINNER
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
Induction and Awards Gala Dinner
recently celebrated its 34th edition
at Palladium at Crown Melbourne on
Thursday 11th October 2018.
The ‘Stars of the Southern Cross’ event
theme was to - Honour the Past, Celebrate
the Present and Embrace the Future.
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Gala Dinner 2018

Australian sport’s “Night of Nights” led
by co-hosts Sandy Roberts and Nicole
Livingstone, welcomed a capacity crowd of
over 1,050 who celebrated the Induction
of eight Australian sporting greats
into the Hall of Fame. Highlights also
included the announcement of five young
Australian athletes as recipients of the 2019
Scholarship & Mentoring Program along
with their Mentors who are SAHOF Members.
‘The Don’ Winner, Kurt Fearnley, made
history as the first athlete with a disability to
win the prestigious award and received not
one, but two standing ovations and took no
self-congratulations. Unquestionably the most
remarkable athlete, Kurt had the whole nation
watching his acceptance speech in admiration.

To conclude the night, our very own Bruce
McAvaney OAM shared a heart-warming,
with a touch of humour, interview with the
family of our 40th Legend, Richie Benaud
- wife Daphne Benaud, brother John Benaud
and son Jeff Benaud.
Our Dinner attracts the largest annual
gathering of Australian sporting greats,
Captains of Industry, Sport and Government
representatives and provides an opportunity
to reflect on and celebrate Australia’s
magnificent sporting achievements - past;
present and future. Once again it was a
huge success and we look forward to
the next Black-Tie Gala Dinner, Thursday
10th October 2019 at Palladium at
Crown Melbourne.
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Photo 01:

2018 Inductees

Photo 02:
		
		

Denis Wagner, ‘The Don’ Finalist
Ellyse Perry, Members John Eales &
Tim Horan

Photo 03:
		

Inductee Sam Coffa & Member
Dean Lukin

Photo 04:
		

Kelly Knowles & ‘The Don’ Finalist
Mark Knowles

Photo 05:
		

Members Geoff Hunt, Layne
Beachley & Steve Waugh

Photo 06:
		

Legend Shane Gould, Member
Geoff Henke & Legend Susie O’Neill

Photo 07:
		

Legend representatives, Benaud family
interview & Member Bruce McAvaney

Photo 08:
		
		

2019 Scholarship Recipients &
Mentors, Scholarship Chair Sue
Stanley & Member Belinda Clark

Photo 09:

SAHOF Members

Photo 10:
		

Inductee Allan Moffat & Legend
Dawn Fraser

Photo 11:
		

Jemma King, Senator the Hon
Bridget McKenzie, John Bertrand

Photo 12:
		

Gabrielle Trainor, Legend Raelene
Boyle & Member Kevin Sheedy

Photo 13:
		

Members Lauren Burns &
Kerri Pottharst

Photo 14:
		

Inductee Gai Waterhouse &
Waterhouse family

Photo 15:
		

Members Priya Cooper, Louise
Sauvage, Kevin Coombs, David Hall

Photo 16:
		

SAHOF Staff Lauren Hill, Chris Little,
Bonnie Elliott, Tania Sullivan

Photo 17:
		

Member Vicki Wilson, Member
Belinda Clark & Sally Bailey

Photo 18:
		

Kim Peirce, ‘The Don’ Finalist
Madison de Rozario

Photo 19:
		

Member & Mentor Graeme Lloyd,
Scholarship Recipient Cameron Shields

To view all the photos from the

Photo 20: Legends Dawn Fraser &
the Nation” Event,
		 “Inspire
John Bertrand

visitNick
ourGreen
Facebook
page:
Photo 21:please
Members
& Mike McKay,
		
Inductee Drew Ginn

www.facebook.com/THESAHOF

Visit facebook.com/THESAHOF
to view all the photos.
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SAHOF legends
Sir Donald Bradman

AC

Dawn Fraser AC MBE
Sir Hubert Opperman

OBE

Betty Cuthbert AC MBE
Alexander ‘Jock’ Sturrock

MBE

Evonne Cawley (Goolagong) AC MBE
Edgar ‘Dunc’ Gray
E.J. ‘Ted’ Whitten OAM
Shirley De La Hunty
(Strickland) AO MBE
Arthur ‘Scobie’ Breasley AM
Reg Gasnier

AM

Marjorie Jackson-Nelson AC CVO MBE
Shane Gould AM MBE
Vic Patrick OAM
Bill Roycroft

OBE

Herb Elliott AC MBE
Walter Lindrum

OBE

Margaret Court AO MBE
Murray Rose

AM

Heather McKay AO MBE
Peter Thomson

AO CBE

Rod Laver AC MBE
Sir Jack Brabham

AO OBE

Keith Miller AM MBE
John Landy

AC CVO MBE

Ron Barassi AM
Greg Norman

AO

Bart Cummings AM
Edwin Flack
Ken Rosewall AM MBE
John Raper

MBE

Leigh Matthews AM
Catherine Freeman

OAM

Susie O’Neill AM
John Bertrand

AO

John Newcombe AO OBE
Anne Sargeant

OAM

Wally Lewis AM
Raelene Boyle

AM MBE

Richie Benaud OBE

THE 40TH LEGEND;

RICHIE BENAUD OBE
the classification of legend in the sport australia
hall of fame is bestowed on those members who have
distinguished themselves at the very highest level in
sport and in doing so have offered inspiration and
example to all australians.
A daring captain, a charming personality
and a marvellous commentator, the late
Richie Benaud OBE traversed generations
to become one of the most influential
figures in cricket history.
An icon of the game, the man simply
known as ‘Richie’ was posthumously
Elevated to become the 40th Legend of
Australian Sport at this year’s Sport
Australia Hall of Fame Induction and
Awards Gala Dinner.
An inaugural Member of The Sport Australia
Hall of Fame in 1985, Benaud was unanimously
recommended to receive this award in 2008
but requested that the honour be postponed
until he retired from his work within the media.
Unfortunately, Benaud passed away in April 2015,
but this accolade will ensure his legacy will be
forever immortalised in Australian sport history.
Only the third cricketer to become a Legend,
Benaud is honoured alongside Sir Donald
Bradman AC (1993) and Keith Miller AM
MBE (2004). Richie’s widow, Daphne Benaud,
says he would be proud to sit among such
company as he had the utmost admiration for
them. The Benaud family; wife Daphne, brother
John and son Jeff, were honoured by the
recognition and were in attendance on the
night to represent Richie.
Benaud was a colossus of cricket, and a
magnificent man. As a respected captain
he never lost a series. As a comforting
commentator Benaud defined the craft and
provided the audible backdrop in countless
living rooms across the country for decades.
The finest leg spin bowler of his era, Benaud
proved himself a match winner on numerous
occasions. He made his Sheffield Shield debut
at the age of 18 and played his first Test aged
21 in the 1951/52 series against the West Indies.
“He was a true allrounder. He had a competitive
streak and as a captain he was wonderful at
thinking ahead… that was his skill. Even when he
was commentating, he was more than just up with
the game – he was ahead of it.” Mrs Benaud said.
His greatest bowling performance came when
he took 6/70, giving Australia victory against

England and retention of the Ashes at Old
Trafford in 1961. In 1962 he was named Wisden
Cricketer of the Year and was made a member
of the Order of the British Empire before
defending the Ashes again at home in 1962/63.
Retiring in 1964, Benaud’s records in the game
speak for themselves. He is one of a rare group
of Australian cricketers to have scored both
10,000 runs and taken 500 wickets in first-class
cricket. In 1963, he became the first player in
the history of the game to achieve the Test
match ‘double’ of 2000 runs and 200 wickets.
Like he was on the field, Benaud was sharp,
decisive and authoritative in his journalistic work.
Sliding comfortably into the role of commentator,
Benaud would become the ‘voice of cricket’ for
both Australia and England for nearly half a century.
To successive generations of cricket followers,
Richie Benaud was held in the highest esteem.
With his signature “off-white” blazer and a
genteel expression, “two for two hundred and
twenty-two”, Benaud was a doyen of the game.
A true gentleman of the gentleman’s game,
successive generations of Australians often
felt like they knew Richie at a personal level.
Not by accident, Mrs Benaud recalls.
“He always believed, when he was working in a
studio, that he was actually talking to somebody
in their living room. He felt he was part of their
lives and they felt part of his,” Mrs Benaud said.
Our 40th Legend of Australian sport;
a man of great stature, most influential
cricketer and cricket personality, enriched
in Australian history, admired by all Richie Benaud OBE.
2018 legend
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THE 2018

INDUCTEES
Membership of the sport australia hall of fame is limited exclusively to the top
echelon of australian athletes who have achieved excellence at the highest level
of their sport, and to those who have shown outstanding achievements in roles
supportive to sports participants.
This year, eight new Members were inducted and welcomed into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame, bringing the total membership to 565.

2018 Inductees (L - R): Darren Lockyer, Robyn Maher AM, Drew Ginn OAM, Wendy Botha, Sam Coffa AM, Gai Waterhouse & Allan Moffat OBE (Absent: Harry Kewell).

Wendy
Botha

Sam
Coffa AM

Surfing

Administration: Commonwealth
Games/Weightlifting

Wendy Botha was a world-beating
pioneer in women’s surfing for both
South Africa, where she was born,
and Australia, where she moved to
midway through her inspirational career.
With an aggressive, confident style developed by competing against
men, Botha joined the pro tour at 17 in 1983, broke into the top eight
two years later and won her first world championship in 1987 for her
native country.
Newly-naturalised as an Australian, she won again in 1989, claiming a
record seven events and became Australia’s first female world champion.
She also became the first woman to twice regain the title with wins again
in 1991 and 1992, equalling the then record of four world titles. It took
her to 24 event wins, the most by any woman at that time.
A strong campaigner for gender equality, she retired at 27, still near her
peak form, after several operations on a troublesome knee. Botha was
inducted into the Surfing Walk of Fame in Huntington Beach, California,
in 2009. Photo credit: Joli Photos.
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2018 inductees
2017

Sam Coffa AM has devoted
more than 60 years to weightlifting
as a competitor, coach and administrator
and has made an immense contribution to
the Commonwealth Games movement.
He has been a champion of inclusion, gender equality and technical
advancements in his sport, and as a two-decade president of
Commonwealth Games Australia, his vision and leadership has
seen Australia host two home Games in 12 years with great success.
Coffa served as deputy chairman of the organising committees for
Melbourne 2006 and Gold Coast 2018 and as an executive member
of the Commonwealth Games Federation. Under his direction, CGA
has established a foundation of more than $60m to support its sports
and athletes.
He is a member of both the International Weightlifting Federation and
Australian Weightlifting Halls of Fame.

Drew
Ginn OAM

Harry
Kewell

Rowing

Football

Drew Ginn OAM is one of Australia’s
most decorated athletes, winning three
gold medals and a silver from four
Olympic Games as well as five golds,
a silver and two bronze from eight
world championships.

Harry Kewell is widely regarded
as Australia’s greatest international
footballer, having been voted as such by
fans, players and media in 2012.

His Olympic golds were with the famous Oarsome Foursome coxless four
in Atlanta 1996, with James Tomkins in the coxless pair in Athens 2004
and and the same event with Duncan Free in Beijing 2008, plus the silver
with a different coxless four in London 2012. A back injury meant he
missed the 2000 Olympic Games - where he and Tomkins were favourites
for the coxless pairs. Ginn suffered another back injury during the heats in
Beijing, rowing the final in agony to take out the gold in one of the most
courageous performances in Australian Olympic history. In 2014 Ginn
became only the fourth Australian to be awarded the highest honour in
international rowing, the Thomas Keller Medal. Photo credit: Rowing Australia.

A junior star, he represented Australia at U/17 & U/20 level before going
on to play for the Socceroos 56 times, scoring 17 goals including one
against Croatia which took Australia through to the knockout stages of the
2006 World Cup.
He enjoyed an acclaimed club career in four countries – 181 matches for
Leeds United (where he was named PFA Young Player of the Year), 83 for
Liverpool (where he was part of the 2005 Champion League winning
team), 63 for Galatasaray in Turkey, 3 for Al’Gharafa in Qatar and 25 and
16 for Melbourne clubs Victory and Heart. In senior club football and for
Australia he scored more than 100 goals. His many formal accolades
include being an inaugural inductee into the Asian Football Hall of Fame
in 2016. Photo credit: NewsCorp.

Darren
Lockyer

Robyn
Maher am

Rugby League

Basketball

Darren Lockyer is widely
acknowledged as one of the finest
and most durable players in rugby
league history.

Robyn Maher AM is one of the
most revered players in the history
of Australian women’s basketball.

In his 17-year career he set
appearance records for Brisbane Broncos (355), Queensland (36 State of
Origin) and Australia (59). Lockyer also captained Australia the most times
(38) and scored the most tries (35), winning a World Cup in 2000. He
starred in four Broncos premierships and seven successful State of Origin
campaigns, winning the Wally Lewis Medal in 2006.

She represented Australia at
three Olympics and six world
championships, captaining the Opals to their first Olympic medal, a bronze
at Atlanta 1996, and another bronze at the 1998 worlds in Germany.
Maher played 374 games for Australia, 174 as captain. She featured in 13
WNBL grand finals for 10 wins, six of them for Nunawading Spectres, two
for Sydney Flames and one each for Hobart Islanders and Perth Breakers.

Lockyer’s list of awards includes being named at full-back in the Queensland
Rugby League’s team of the century in 2008 and twice winning the Golden
Boot Award for the International Player of the Year in 2003 and 2006 for
two different positions. He was also inducted into the NRL Hall of Fame in 2018
as part of the 100 greats named during their 2008 Centenary celebrations.

Maher was a tenacious defender and team player whose leadership and
court sense was a feature of the Opals for almost two decades. Her long
list of awards includes Australia’s International Player of the Year three
times, WNBL Most Valuable Player twice and all-time top ten scorer. She
was inducted into the Australian Basketball Hall of Fame in 1994 and is a
WNBL Life Member. Photo credit: NewsCorp.

Allan
Moffat OBE

Gai
Waterhouse

Motor Racing

Horse Racing

Allan Moffat OBE was an icon of
Australian touring car racing during
one of the sport’s most competitive
eras, the 1970s and 1980s.

Gai Waterhouse is unanimously
regarded as the First Lady of Australian
racing. She has won more than 130
Group One races and seven Sydney
trainers’ premierships since taking
over her famous father Tommy Smith’s
Sydney stables in 1994 and has trained more than 7000 winners.

Associated with Ford for the bulk of his
career, he won the touring car championship four times, in 1973, 1976,
1977 and 1983, winning 32 of his 100 starts between 1965 and 1989.
He also won Bathurst four times, in 1970 and 1971 when it was raced
over 500 miles, and in 1973 and 1977 when it was 1000 km, one of
only two drivers to conquer “The Great Race” across both distances.
He also won the Sandown endurance race six times.
After retiring from driving he continued to be heavily involved as a team
owner, manager and administrator and was inducted into the V8
Supercars Hall of Fame in 1999 and the Australian Motor Sport Hall
of Fame in 2016 as an inaugural member. Photo credit: Phil Grant.

In 2007 she was inducted into the Australian Racing Hall of Fame, joining
Smith, who was an inaugural inductee after winning a record 282 Group
Ones. The late Bart Cummings, with 236, is the only other trainer with
more than Waterhouse. Gai has won virtually every big race multiple times
and in 2013 with Fiorente, she became only the second woman and the
first Australian woman to win the prestigious Melbourne Cup.
Renowned for her flamboyant style and supreme confidence, Gai Waterhouse
was named a National Living Treasure by the National Trust of Australia.
Photo credit: NewsCorp.

2018 inductees
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‘THE DON’ AWARD 2018

KURT FEARNLEY AO
it is sir donald bradman’s legendary inspiration to australia as the ultimate example
of sportsmanship, that makes him the ideal patron of an award to the athlete or team
who has, through their example in sport, most inspired the nation.
and women with disabilities who allowed me to
become the person and athlete that you see
fit to receive this award.”

2018 ‘The Don’
Nominees

“We need every person within this room to
embrace our community of people with
disabilities, not only on the sporting field but
within administration, in executive and within
board and in governance roles,” Fearnley said.

Madison de Rozario - Athletics

Sam Kerr - Football

Mark Knowles OAM - Hockey

Lauren Parker - Triathlon

Ellyse Perry - Cricket

Will Power - IndyCar

Daniel Ricciardo - Formula One
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‘the don’ 2018

It is a rarity to witness a standing ovation
for a person absent from an event in which
they are honoured. Veteran wheelchair
racer Kurt Fearnley AO with his captivating
speech which showed no self-congratulations,
brought a gathering of more than 1,050
people to their feet not once, but twice,
to honour his recognition as the 2018
‘The Don’ Award winner.
In what was his fourth time named as a finalist
for ‘The Don’ Award, Kurt was judged to have
most ‘inspired the nation’ in 2018 and becomes
the first athlete with a disability to win
Australia’s leading contemporary sport award.
Fearnley nudged out a star-studded list of
athletes including motor sport stars Daniel
Ricciardo and Indianapolis 500 victor Will
Power, Matilda’s international goalscoring
machine Sam Kerr, record-breaking cricketer
Ellyse Perry, wheelchair racing champion
Madison de Rozario, outgoing Kookaburras
hockey captain Mark Knowles OAM and
inspirational para-triathlete Lauren Parker.
“I am honoured by ‘The Don’ Award and I will
do my best to be worthy of it,” Fearnley said
in his stirring acceptance speech. “I recognise
that I am the first within the Paralympic
movement to receive this award. I am incredibly
grateful to have been given this opportunity,
and I guarantee I will not be the last.”
“I grew up with an understanding about
The Don and it is as much about integrity
and humility as it is about excellence in sport.
And I recognise tonight that I am the first
within our Paralympic movement to hold up
this prestigious award, but I have no intention
of self-congratulation, I have to point back
behind me to the generations of proud men

The 37-year-old from Newcastle captured the
nation’s hearts earlier this year at the Gold
Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games with two
superb performances in what was to be his
swansong performance in Australian colours
– gold in the marathon on the road and silver
in the 1500m on the track.
Fearnley’s inspirational attitude contributed
more to the image of the event than any other
competitor and as a role model for the historic
inclusivity of the Games he was honoured with
selection as the Australian Team Flag Bearer
for the Closing Ceremony.
His performances set a standard of
determination for people with and without
disabilities. Reflecting on his marathon
triumph, Fearnley said he still believes it was
one of the greatest moments of his life.
“I received so much from my sport, I received
so much from wearing the green and gold and
I don’t have any more to give. It was the
perfect moment for me to call it a day.”
“I’m a true believer in the power of sport. I
heard stories about Sir Donald Bradman from
the moment I crawled out of my cot. Obviously
that one person has left a gigantic impact on
this country, not just because of his excellence
in the game, his humility, his kindness. You do
see that, you just try not to think about it too
much because it can get a little bit overwhelming.
For me when I think about my impact on the
community, I think that I met the challenge
and pushed and progressed it.”
John Bradman, son of inaugural Inductee
Sir Donald Bradman AC, announced Kurt
as the winner and proudly presented his
father’s trophy to the absent award winners’
representatives, mother Jacqueline Fearnley
and sister Bec Underwood.
Kurt created history, captured the nation
on more than one occasion and has
created hope.

SCHOLARSHIP &
MENTORING PROGRAM 2019

PROGRAM SUPPORTER

Since being established in 2006 The Sport Australia Hall of Fame Scholarship and
Mentoring Program has personally connected the nation’s future generation of
talented sportspeople with the icons of Australian sport our SAHOF Members as
Mentors - in what is a unique and life changing experience.
Five Australian athletes were selected from over 140 of Australia’s top junior athletes across 45 sports for the 2019 Scholarship & Mentoring
Program. These five successful applicants were presented with their Scholarships on-stage at the recent Gala Dinner. On the same afternoon,
Scholarship Holders met and spent time with their Mentors - deliberately matched with Members from sports different to their own to offer an
alternative perspective in the Scholarship Holder’s development.

Jaryd
Clifford
Athletics

Tess
Coady
Snowboarding

GIORGIA
PATTEN
Rowing

Cassiel
Rousseau
Diving

Cameron
Shields
Motor Racing

2018 Broke the T12/13 1500m World Record
2018 First Paralympian to compete at IAAF able - bodied World U20
2018 Australian Junior Championships, Able Bodied, 1500m, 1st
2017 IPC World Senior Championships, 1500m, 3rd
2016 Rio Paralympics, 1500m, 7th & 5000m, 7th

2018
2018
2017

Australian Olympic Winter Team Member

2017
2017

Mammoth Slopestyle World Cup, 6th

2018
2018
2018

World Rowing Championships, Women’s Pair, 5th

2018
2017

National Championships, Open Women’s Eights, 2nd

2018
2018
2018

Australian Open Championships, 3 metre Springboard, 3rd

2018

Australian Junior Elite Championships, 1 metre Springboard, 2nd

2018
2017
2017

Australian Formula 3 Premier Series Championships, 2nd

2017
2017

Australian Formula 4 Championships, 3rd

MENTOR - LAREN BURNS OAM

World Cup Snowmass, Slopestyle, 3rd
Junior World Championships, Slopestyle and Big Air, dual Gold
Czech Republic World Cup, Slopestyle, 6th

MENTOR - NICK GREEN OAM

World Cup, Women’s Pair, 6th
National Championships, U23 Women’s Pair, Fours, Eights, Triple Gold
Trans-Tasman Competition, U21 Women’s Pair, 1st

MENTOR - RECHELLE HAWKES AM

Junior World Championships, Australian Team Member
Australian Junior Elite Championships, 3 metre Springboard, 1st

MENTOR - Karla Gilbert OAM

CAMS National Young Driver of the Year
CAMS Foundation Rising Star Scholarship 2017
Australian Formula Ford Championships, 2nd

MENTOR - GRAEME LLOYD

Photo credits: Australian Paralympic Committee (Clifford), Rowing Australia (Patten and Green), Diving Australia (Rousseau), CAMS (Shields), Nathan Rich (Burns),
Australian Olympic Committee and Getty Images (Hawkes).

2019 scholarship & mentoring program
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SAHOF VALE
The Board, Members and Staff of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame extend our deepest sympathies to the family, friends and colleagues
of our esteemed Members and Legends of Australian Sport who have passed away recently.

Peter Thomson AO CBE

Dennis Green OAM BEM

Legend – Golf

Athlete Member – Canoe/Kayak, Surf Life Saving

23.08.1929 – 20.06.2018

31.05.1931 – 5.09.2018

Peter Thomson AO CBE was an inaugural Inductee into The
Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1985 and was Elevated to Legend
status in 2001.

When they coined the phrase “Ironman” in surf life saving they probably
had Dennis Green OAM BEM in mind.

Peter will be remembered as one of Australia’s greatest ever
sportsmen. He not only broke ground as the first Aussie to win the
British Open, he went on to win the esteemed title five times – a feat
only shared to this day by Tom Watson of the US. His contribution off
the course was just as iconic, leading the PGA as President for 32
years, helping to establish the Asian Tour.

An Olympic bronze medallist, Green is not only one of the greatest
surf-ski paddlers of all time, but he was the first of a select band of
athletes who can claim the honour of representing their country at five
Olympic Games.
Dennis was inducted into The Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1986 and
was a very proud Member of The Sport Australia Hall of Fame.

HELP PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF AUSTRALIAN SPORT
BY MAKING A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TODAY!
The Sport Australia Hall of Fame (SAHOF) exists to preserve and celebrate the history of Australian sport;
and to inspire all Australians to achieve their potential both in sport and life.
Built around the inspirational words of our first Inductee and Legend, Sir Donald Bradman AC, The Sport Australia Hall of Fame is determined
to carry to Australians everywhere the symbol of excellence as represented by its 565 Members across all sports and genders.
Sport is a defining and dominant part of Australian social culture and in honouring the Member achievements, The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
preserves, presents and shares this priceless sporting heritage as an inspiration to all Australians.

Support The Sport Australia Hall of Fame
SAHOF is a not for profit, Member owned organisation and relies on donations for its income. If you would like to help support us preserve and
celebrate the history of Australian sport; donations over $2 are tax deductible via our fundraising partnership with the Australian Sports Foundation.
You can help by donating online at https://asf.org.au/donate/sport-australia-hall-of-fame-foundation/
or contact SAHOF to discuss further on admin@sahof.org.au or 03 9510 2066.

FUNDRAISING PARTNER

Courage • Sportsmanship • Integrity
Mateship • Persistence • Excellence,
underpinned by
Generosity • Modesty • Pride and Ambition

12

sahof news

The sports specialists.
Build stronger relationships with your clients by using a full
service provider. Not just an Underwriting Agency.

• Underwriting Expertise •
• Risk Management •
• Marketing Services •
• Media •
• In House Claims Handling •
That’s the Sportscover difference.
info@sportscover.com

Mel: (03) 8562 9100

sportscover.com

Syd: (02) 9268 9100

ACCIDENT • LIABILITY • PROPERTY • CONTINGENCY • TRAVEL
underwriting specialists

ALL POLICIES UNDERWRITTEN BY CERTAIN UNDERWRITERS AT LLOYD’S. THE WORD SPORTSCOVER AND THE SPORTSCOVER LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF SPORTSCOVER AUSTRALIA PTY LTD.
ABN 43 006 637 903. AFS LICENCE NO. 230914

NEWS FROM

THE NATIONAL SPORTS MUSEUM

Australian Football Hall of Fame
In the midst of an exciting AFL season, a
highlight for the National Sports Museum was
the annual update to the Australian Football
Hall of Fame display in June.
Among the new hall of fame inductees to
be featured in the museum were Matthew
Scarlett (Geelong), David Neitz (Melbourne),
Wayne Johnston (Carlton and Sturt), Mel
Whinnen (West Perth), Bernie Naylor (South
Fremantle) and Terry Wallace (Hawthorn,
Richmond and Footscray). Kevin Sheedy was
elevated to Legend status. Objects relating to
his career went on display, including all seven
miniature Premiership Cups he has won as
both a player with Richmond (1969, 1973
and 1974) and as coach of Essendon (1984,
1985, 1993 and 2000).

1

Sport Australia Hall of Fame
On October 11, the National Sports Museum
was delighted to host The Sport Australia Hall
of Fame for its annual inductee’s media event
in the SAHOF exhibition.
Congratulations to Drew Ginn (rowing), Sam
Coffa (Commonwealth Games administration),
Gai Waterhouse (horse racing), Robyn
Maher (basketball), Wendy Botha (surfing),
Darren Lockyer (rugby league), Harry Kewell
(football) and Allan Moffat (motor racing) on
their induction. Cricket great, the late Richie
Benaud, was posthumously honoured as the
40th Legend of Australian Sport.
Peter Norman showcase
Fifty years ago, during the 200m medal
presentation at the Mexico City Olympic
Games, Australia’s silver medallist Peter
Norman declared “I’ll stand with you” and
stood in silent solidarity on the dais as
Americans Tommie Smith and John Carlos
raised their gloved fists in a powerful statement
about racial discrimination and inequality.
Until December 10 this year, the National
Sports Museum reflects on the impact of
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Norman’s protest with a new showcase,
A Stand for Humanity: Peter Norman and the
1968 Mexico City Olympic Games.
The display features a number of powerful
items including the Olympic Silver medal
awarded to Norman during the presentation
and the Australian team tracksuit top he wore
on the podium. Also featured is the Olympic
Project for Human Rights badge Norman
donned as a gesture of his support for the
protest. Previously assumed to be lost, the
museum is privileged to share this unique item
with visitors.
A photo of the historic statement - now
considered one of the most iconic images
in Olympic history - is also on display.
Sports Museum Network of Australia
The National Sports Museum also hosted the
first meeting of the new Sports Museum
Network of Australia and New Zealand in July
this year. Representatives from a wide variety

3

of museums and backgrounds met to discuss
some of the challenges we all face working
with sports heritage, share knowledge and
table ideas.
Looking ahead
Behind the scenes, there is much planning
underway as we prepare for a significant
refurbishment to the existing museum offering
for our visitors. Stay tuned for updates early
in 2019.
The National Sports Museum is located at
Gate 3, at the MCG and is open daily from
10am (check www.nsm.org.au for details).

Photo 01:
		

2018 SAHOF Inductees with SAHOF 		
Legend Dawn Fraser AC MBE.

Photo 02:

Peter Norman display.

Photo 03:

2018 SAHOF Inductee Darren Lockyer.

FROM GRASSROOTS TO ELITE:

THE SPORTS STRATEGY DRIVING
POSITIVE CHANGE

A new sports strategy for one of
Australia’s leading sport universities
promises to shape the future of sport –
from grassroots to elite level.
With an international reputation in sport
teaching, research, industry and community
engagement, Victoria University has long been
a leader in sport education. The University is
ranked number 12 on the influential Shanghai
Global Rankings of Sport Science Schools and
Departments, and has some of the most
highly regarded research and learning facilities
in the Southern Hemisphere.
VU’s position as a sports education leader
presents an opportunity for a bold new
strategy for 2019-2023.
Victoria University Sports Strategy:
From Grassroots to Elite
Focusing on seven key areas, the new
strategy contributes to building a more
active Australia, achieving national sporting
excellence, safeguarding the integrity of
sport and strengthening the overall
sporting industry.
The strategy will continue to build VU’s global
reputation across research, teaching, learning
and engagement by:
•

•

promoting the connection between 		
active living and overall health and 		
wellbeing by encouraging all Australians
to embrace and participate in regular
physical activity;
fostering international sport university
partnerships including Beijing Sport 		
University, German Sport University,
Real Madrid Graduate School, Auckland
University of Technology and 		
Loughborough University in the
United Kingdom;

•

shaping the future of sport by 		
championing women in sport and 		
ensuring that women have the same 		
opportunities as men in sport 		
participation and leadership.

Encouraging women to take the lead:
The inaugural Women in Sport Chair
Coinciding with strategy launch, Dr Susan
Alberti AC has invested one million dollars in
establishing the Susan Alberti Women in Sport
Chair. VU’s Professor Clare Hanlon, renowned
for her commitment to breaking down barriers
and creating opportunities for women in
sport, has been appointed the inaugural
Chair position.
Both Dr Alberti’s significant investment
and the new sports strategy highlight VU’s
commitment to further strengthen its position
as a University that delivers an outstanding
student experience and leads the way in
sports education and research.

“Everyone knows I’m passionate about sport
as a way for women to make our community
more cohesive and improve health outcomes.
My donation will establish a professional Chair
and research program in Women in Sport –
building on the knowledge and expertise that
has made Victoria University renowned for
sports science and physical activity,” says
Dr Alberti.
Professor Peter Dawkins AO, Vice-Chancellor
and President of Victoria University says,
“Together Dr Alberti (Victorian Honour Roll of
Women 2014) and Professor Hanlon, who was
inducted into the Victorian Honour Roll of
Women in 2018, are champions of change.
This new position, along with the expertise,
research and globally ranked reputation of
the University, and our industry collaborators,
makes a strong formula to create
organisational change and community
impact to advance women in sport”.

The 2018 Victorian of the Year, Dr Alberti has
a long and proud connection with VU, and was
awarded an honorary doctorate in 2016.

news from victoria university
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Co-Patrons
The Hon. Robert (Bob) Hawke AC
The Hon. John Howard OM AC SSI

SAHOF Board
Chair John Bertrand AO
Robert Bradley AM
The Hon. Lord Mayor Sally Capp
Belinda Clark AO
Perry Crosswhite AM
Robert de Castella AO MBE
Louise Eyres
Geoffrey Henke AO
The Hon. Rod Kemp
Michael McKay OAM
Kieren Perkins OAM
Zali Steggall OAM

Christmas Wish
The Board and Staff at SAHOF would like to thank all Members, Sponsors and
Supporters for their continued support. We hope to see our list of Sponsors and
Supporters grow in 2018 to help preserve and celebrate the history of Australian
sport. We wish you all a Merry Christmas and happy New Year!

Events not to miss
Office Closed

2019 Induction
& Awards Dinner

Friday 21st December 2018
– Monday 7th January 2019

2019 Chairs’
Round Table

Thursday 10th October 2019

Friday 11th October 2019

Palladium at Crown, Melbourne

Crown Melbourne

INVITE

ONLY

Ambassador Graeme Willersdorf
CEO Tania Sullivan

Advisory Board
Don Argus AC
John Eales AM
Sir Rod Eddington AO
David Mortimer AO
Elizabeth Proust AO

Selection Committee
Chair Robert de Castella AO MBE
John Bertrand AO
Raelene Boyle AM MBE
Perry Crosswhite AM
Nicole Jeffery
Bruce McAvaney OAM
Michael McKay OAM
Louise Sauvage OAM
Jed Smith (NSM)
Tania Sullivan
Debbie Watson OAM
Alan Whelpton AO

DESIGN PARTNER

FUNDRAISING PARTNER

Scholarship Committee
Chair Sue Stanley
Belinda Clark AO
Gill Brewster
Bonnie Elliott
Chris Little
Tania Sullivan

Enquiries: PO Box 173 East Melbourne VIC 8002
T 03 9510 2066

F 03 9510 2110

E admin@sahof.org.au

W www.sahof.org.au

Staff
CEO Tania Sullivan
Operations Manager Bonnie Elliott
Heritage Coordinator Chris Little
Project Manager Gill Brewster
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